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Unit 1  Survey of China and Characteristics of Chinese

Culture( P E#E S 5P EIXLEE)

~ Section A Survey of China

In east Asia on the western coast of the Pacific Ocean, China covers an
area of 9. 6 million square kilometres almost as large as the entire European
continent. The national inland boundaries total over 20,000 kilometers, with
over 18,000 kilometres of coastline. There are more than 5,000 islands in its
vast territorial waters, the largest being Taiwan and the second largest,
Hainan. In the extreme south are the South China Sea Islands. The land
descends from the west to the east like a flight of stairs. The highest step is the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, whose average altitude is 4,000 metres. The world’s
highest peak, Mt Qomolangma, towers over China-Nepal border at 8,844
metres. In the east of the plateau the topography suddenly drops to 1,000 -
2,000 metres. This second step is characterized by highlands alternating with basins.
The third step stretches right down to the seacoast, with hills and plains averaging
500 metres above sea level. Still further east lies the continental shelf.

China’s geography is extremely varied and complex, including mountains,
plateaus, plains, grasslands, basins, hills, tidal flatlands, desert, glaciers, and
frozen earth. Mountain areas cover about two thirds of the total land area. Of more
than 1,500 large rivers, the principal ones are the Yangtze River (6,300 kms),
the Yellow River (5,464 kms), the Heilongjiang River and Zhujiang River.
China has 370 large lakes, of which the chief freshwater lakes are Poyang,
Dongting, Hongze and Taihu. Qinghai Lake is the largest salt water lake.

The climate is varied, ranging from sub-arctic to tropical. However, the
greater part of China is in the temperate zone, with four clearly-defined
seasons. China is rich in natural resources. There are over 2,000 species of wild
animals, including such rare and endangered types as the giant panda, snub-
nosed monkey, red pheasant, dolphin and alligator, and some 32,000 species
of higher plants. Virtually all the 140 useful minerals known to man have been
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found in China. Deposits of 132 of these have been determined, and many of
them are extremely abundant.

China is a unified, multi-national country. The Han nationality, by far the
largest, constitutes 94 percent of its population. The remaining 6 percent belong to
55 national minorities. The minority peoples generally live in small communities,
in which they preserve their distinct cultural identities while integrating
themselves into the larger cultural community of the entire Chinese nation.

The highest state organ is the National People’s Congress, and its
permanent organization is the Standing Committee. The State Council, or
Central Government is the highest administrative body. The national armed
forces are under the command of the Central Military Commission, and the
People’s Court is the judicial organ, with the People’s Procuratorate being the
legal supervisory organ.

The administrative division includes 4 municipalities under the direct
jurisdiction of the Central Government, 23 provinces including Taiwan and 5
autonomous regions. These are in turn divided into approximately 170
prefectures and subdivided into more than 2,000 counties.

New Words and Expressions

territorial [ iterr'tortal ] a. AL

descend [di'send ] v. T, T

topography [ to'pogrofi ] n. T, Wik

alternate ['sltenert ] v. (with) Heee X2 $030
stretch [stretf] v, bR, i,k
glacier ['gleesia] n. kN, kA

sub-arctic [isab'aktik ] a. BRAREH

pheasant ['feznt ] n. 58,4

alligator ['eeligerta(r) ] n. £NE

deposit [ di'poztt ] n. A&, LEH

preserve [pri'zav] vt. Ry, R

integrate ['mtigrert ] v. &4, A5

permanent ['pa:menant | a. KA

administrative [adimint'strat1v ] a. Ky, ERE

judicial [dzu:'dif1] a. Bk, kBN, EE
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supervisory [isju:pa'varzart a. BiEe

division [dr'vizn] n. X4, 5%

jurisdiction [ idzuers'dik(n ]| n. TEAR, T

autonomous [or'tonamas | a. BisH

approximately [oproksi'mertlr] ad. X%, kK%

prefecture ['prifektjualr) ] n. IFERE

EXERCISES

I . Mark the following statements with “T” (True) or “F” (False) according to the
passage.

( > 1. In east Asia on the western coast of the Atlantic Ocean, China

covers an area of 9.6 million square kilometers.

( ) 2.
( ) 3.

and Qinghai Lake.
( ) 4.
( ) 5.
( ) 6.

Hainan Island is the largest of all the China’s islands.
In China the chief freshwater lakes are Poyang, Dongting, Hongze

Mountain areas cover about two thirds of China’s total land area.
It is known that people have found 140 useful minerals in China.
The minority peoples, generally !iving in small communities, stick to

their distinct cultural identities.

( ) 7.
the country.
( ) 8.

Government.

descend
permanent
approximately
integrate
alternate with
preserve

. administrative

o~ ol A o o =

. supervisory

TommU QW

The State Council is the highest state organ in the management of

There are 3 municipalities under the direct jurisdiction of the Central

. Match the following two groups of words and expressions.
A.

iy
K&y, K

. KA
T, B
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. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where
necessary.

autonomous jurisdiction administrative judicial

supervisory deposit permanent alternate with

1. He shows no ability, but he has a keen desire to get the position.

2. Charlie Chaplin created the great comic character of “The Tramp” who
gave his creator fame.

3. The municipal government has over the important projects.

4. The court has brought proceedings against the former president.

5. New Zealand also possesses rich mineral ,» including gold.

6. In that country heavy rains bursts of sunshine.

7. The technologists in positions must report to the chief

immediétely they find problems in the quality of the products.
8. The Central Government provided great support in the construction of the
regions.

Section B Characteristics of Chinese Culture

The artistic quality of Chinese culture occupies the leading position of all
the valuable and relevant characteristics of Chinese culture. It has been a
significant quality acknowledged by many international scholars. It was about
half a century ago, an American scholar, George Rowley, wrote in the preface
of his “Principles of Chinese Painting”, characterizing Chinese culture like
this: “The Chinese way of looking at life was not primarily through religion, or
philosophy, or science, but through art.” This scholar’s statement is correct
and to the point, but he has not provided an explanation of the meaning of
“artistic. ” In fact, no scholar thereafter has offered any proper explanation.

The basic interest of the scientists consists in observing and understanding
of a natural matter, particularly the matter’s reality. But the basic interest of
the artists concentrates on appreciation or creative performance, with the aim
of attaining beauty rather than factual truth. As to the approaching method,
the scientific one concentrates on analysis or experimentation, using symbols in
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a direct or logical way, but the artistic one concentrates on intuition or
imagination, using symbols in a suggestive or metaphorical way. In addition,
the subject matter of the scientific one has to be factual and rational, but the
subject-matter of the artistic one does not need to be factual or rational at all.
As to the performance process, the scientific one has to be logical and follows a
definition as well as an experimental order, but the performance of art can
ignore this kind of logical matter. Instead, the artist’s performance consists in
creation or imitation of a model as well as a natural object. As to their
functional performance, the scientific performs the function to establish
knowledge and technology, and the artistic, instead, just nourishes human
feeling and establishes some styles of personal action. In the main, modern
Western culture is scientific, but Chinese culture is still artistic, even in
common life. A very unusual characteristic of Chinese culture is the dominant
function of the artistic, which has controlled other aspects of the culture. The
influence of the artistic upon the moral aspect of life can be found easily. In a
certain sense, Chinese morality has been shaped and established by the function
of the art. At the same time, this artistic function has provided an opportunity
for the birth and growth of filial piety.

Apart from the artistic quality, the morality of Chinese culture has another
three qualities: humanistic quality, self-control quality and harmonization
quality. Chinese humanism in morality, exhibits itself as a major contrast to
the morality of the traditional Western world. In traditional West, the ultimate
moral authority is God or Spirit. All the moral rules are based on this Spirit.
But in Chinese culture, the ultimate moral authority is still the human world.
In a certain sense, Chinese morality has transcended the world of spirits or the
world of religion. This means, in Chinese culture, the practice of moral life is
not to follow the spiritual authority or God, but to follow humanistic reflection
and sensitivity. Filial Piety is a humanistic expression of an individual’s natural
feelings toward his parents, without any relation to God or a spiritual
authority. As to the third quality, self-control is the control of oneself without
following God or Spirit. This quality is not possessed in the same way by
individuals of the traditional Western world since they need to obey God or
Spiritual Authority. As to “harmonization,” it is also a Chinese artistic moral

action. This moral action represents an interest in acceptance of varieties of
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ideas and ways of performance. It is in fact a very important condition for the
growth of social life.
The four qualities above are typical as the core of Chinese culture.

Questions on the text of Section B

1. What did George Rowley write in the preface of his “Principles of Chinese
Painting” concerning Chinese culture?

2. What is the difference between the scientists and the artists in terms of
observing and indicating the world?

3. Does the subject-matter of the artistic need to be factual and rational?

. What characteristic does the Western culture have?

[ B

. How many qualities does the morality of Chinese culture contains? What
are they?

In traditional West, what is the ultimate moral authority?

How has Chinese morality been formed?

In Chinese culture, what is the practice of moral life?

O 0 N O

What is the goal of the functional performance of the scientific?
10. Can you give some examples which show features of Chinese culture?

Section C Listening and Speaking,
and Role-playing

Listen to the following dialogues and then immitate the roles by
groups.

Dialogue 1 The New Tourists

(A—Tourist, B—A Chinese)

A: Excuse me ... I'm Allan Nixon from Canada. My wife and I have just
arrived with our two children. We are quite interested in the history and
culture of China. Could you brief us on those things?

B: Yes, with pleasure. China, an ancient, mysterious and beautiful land, is
always appealing to foreign visitors. As is known to all, one of China’s
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A:
B:

greatest treasures is her long, rich history. As early as 1.7 million years
ago, the earliest humans evolved on this land. The first dynasty, the Xia
Dynasty, dates back to about the Z21st century BC. For 4,000 years, -
feudalism was the dominant economic and cultural model.

: Great! When I was a high school student, I learned from the history books

that China had contributed much to the world civilization with her “four
great inventions”. But I'd like to know more than that. Could you please
tell us something else about China?

: Well, China is also proud of her many ethnic groups, resplendent culture

and distinctive customs. Chinese arts and crafts, including painting,
calligraphy, operas, embroidery and silk are distinctive and unique. Martial
arts, which have only recently begun to enjoy popularity in other parts of
the world have been part of Chinese culture for centuries, and Chinese
literature testifies to the country’s rich heritage.

: I have special interest in Chinese calligraphy, so this time while traveling, I

will try to go to the exhibitions and appreciate the works of some Chinese

great artists.

: [ am sure in many places you will enjoy the traditional Chinese paintings and

calligraphy, and you will have a deeper understanding of Chinese culture.
Thank you very much.
You are welcome.

Dialogue 2 Entry

Tourist A: Have a count, how many do we have now?
Tourist B: There’s still one short, the big red suitcase.
Tourist A: Maybe it hasn’t come yet. There’s quite a few flights arriving at the

same time. Wait a bit longer.

Tourist B: I'll go get a trolley.
Tourist A. OK!
Tourist B: Look, all the luggage for our plane is out, this luggage is for the

next flight.

Tourist A: Quick, you’d better go ask what’s happened?
Tourist B: I'll go ask at that counter.
Tourist A; We’ve just arrived from the United States. We're looking for a
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Staff;

Tourist A:
Staff.
Tourist A;
Staff .

Tourist B:
Tourist A.:
Tourist B:
Staff .
Tourist A
Staff .

Tourist A:
Tourist B:
Staff.
Tourist A:
Staff.

piece of luggage.

Please show me your plane tickets and luggage stickers ... Three
people’s luggage, four pieces in total.

Yes, so far we’ve only got three pieces.

There might be special circumstances. Please fill out a form first.
What’s the reason? '

It’s not clear right now. I'll check again for you in a while. Can you
describe the suitcase please.

It’s red, about this size.

It has a lock and a brown strap.

That suitcase is very important to us.

We are very sorry about this problem, sir.

We hope you can give us an answer as soon as possible.

Rest assured, we’ll handle it as soon as we can. Please leave a
contact phone number, sir.

Phone number?

We’ll leave our cousin’s home phone number.

We’ll inform you as soon as there is a result.

OK, then we’re going! ‘

Goodbye!

Section D Reading Materials
(See in CD-ROM)

1. Dragon and Phoenix

2. Chinese Kung-fu



