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PRACTICE TEST 1

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE
TESTING SYSTEM

READING (General Training Module)

TIME ALLOWED: 1 HOUR
NUMBER OF QUESTIONS: 40

Instructions

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON THE ANSWER SHEET.
The test is divided as follows:

Section 1 Questions 1-10
Section 2 Questions 11 — 21
Section 3 Questions 22 — 40

Start at the beginning of the test and work through it. You should answer all the
questions. If you cannot do a particular question, leave it and go on to the next. You
can return to it later.




Section 1 Questions 1-10

Part A Questions 1-5

Read the following passage on Daybreak Trips and study the statements below. Do they
agree with the information given in the passage? In boxes 1 — 5 on your answer sheet write

TRUE if the statement is true;
FALSE if the statement is false;
NOT GIVEN if the information is not given in the passage.

Millers Coaches owns Cambridge’s Cambus fleet.

Premier is an older company than Millers.

Most of the Daybreak coaches are less than 5 years old.

Daybreak fares are more expensive than most of their competitors.

Gl o W N

Soft drinks and refreshments are served on most longer journeys.

Daybreak Trips by Coach

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!

Welcome to our Spring Daybreak programme which continues the tradition of offering
daytrips and tours at unbeatable value for money. All the excursions in this brochure will
be operated by Premier Travel Services Limited or Millers Coaches; both companies are
part of the CHL Group. which owns Cambridge’s Cambus fleet.

WE'RE PROUD OF OUR TRADITION

Premier was established in 1936; the Company now offers the highest standards of coach
travel in today’s competitive operating environment. Millers has an enviable reputation
stretching back over the past 20 years, offering value for money coach services at realistic
prices. We've travelled a long way since our early days of pre-war seaside trips. Now our
fleet of 50 modern coaches (few are more than five years old) operatc throughout Britain
and Europe but we’re pleased to maintain the high standards of quality and service that
were the trademark of our founders nearly sixty years ago.

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES

All Daybreak fares (unless specifically stated otherwise) include admission charges to the
attractions, shows and exhibits we visit. Many full day scenic tours are accompanied by a
fully trained English Tourist Board “Blue Badge” guide or local experienced driver/guide.
Some Daybreaks include lunch or afternoon tea. Compare our admission inclusive fares and



5

see how much you save. Cheapest is not the best and value for money is guaranteed with
Daybreaks. If you compare our bargain Daybreak fares beware — most of our competitors
do not offer an all inclusive fare.

SEAT RESERVATIONS
We value the freedom of choice. so you can choose your seat when you book. The seat
reservation is guaranteed and remains yours at all times when aboard the coach.

NO SMOKING COMFORT

With the comfort of our passengers in mind. coaches on all our Daybreaks are no smoking
throughout. In the interests of fellow passengers’ comfort, we kindly ask that smokers
observe our “no smoking” policy. On scenic tours and longer journeys. ample refreshment
stops are provided when, of course. smoking is permitted.

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Do I need to book?

Booking in advance is strongly recommended as all Daybreak tours are subject to demand.
Subject to availability. stand-by tickets can be purchased from the driver.

What time does the coach leave?

The coach departs from Cambridge Drummer Strect (Bay 12) at the time shown. There are
many additional joining points indicated by departure codes in the brochure. If you are
joining at one of our less popular joining points, you will be advised of your pick-up time
(normally by telephone) not less than 48 hours before departure. In this way, we can

minimize the length of pick-up routes and rcduce journey times for the majority of
passengers.

What time do we get back?

An approximate return time is shown for each excursion. The times shown serve as a
guide, but road conditions can sometimes cause delay. If your arrival will be later than
advertised. your driver will try to allow for a telephone cali during the return journey.

Where can I board the coach?

All the Daybreaks in the brochure lcave from Cambridge Drummer Street (Bay 12) at the
time shown. Many Daybreaks offer additional pick-ups for pre-booked passengers within

Cambridge and the surrounding arca. This facility must be requested at the time of
booking.



Part B Questions 6—10

Fill in each of the following gaps with NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS . Write your
answers in boxes 6 — 10 on your answer sheet.

Spring Daybreak programme offers 6  operated by Premier Travel Services Limited or
Millers Coaches. Starting from pre-war 7 trips, they have now established a fleet of 50
modern coaches. Normally, 8  are included in all their Daybreak fares. Once aboard,
smoking is prohibited cxcept during 9 . When booking a trip. you can request an
additional 10 if necd be.




Section 2 Questions 11-21

Part A Questions 11-15

The following passage has six paragraphs A — F. Choose the correct heading for each
paragraph from the list of headings below. Note there are more headings than paragraphs, so
you will not use them all. Write the correct numbers (i — viii) in boxes 11 — 15 on your

answer sheet.

1.
ii.

iii.

iv.
v.
vi.

vii.

List of Headings

Vanishing topsoil influences farm productivities

Water is being polluted by chemical fertilisers

Advantages and disadvantages of fuel produced from crop residues
Negative environmental effects were incurred by subsidics
Environmental damages were even worsened by government policics
Fertiliser use is recommended in some countries

A modest cut in subsidies is adopted in some countries

viii. Removal of certain subsidies achieves some positive results

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Example Answer
Paragraph A iv

Paragraph B
Paragraph C
Paragraph D
Paragraph E
Paragraph F

All these activities may have damaging environmental impacts. For example, land
clearing for agriculture is the largest single cause of deforestation; chemical fertilisers
and pesticides may contaminate water supplies; more intensive farming and the
abandonment of fallow periods tend to exacerbate soil erosion; and the spread of
monoculture and use of high-yielding varieties of crops have been accompanicd by the
disappearance of old varieties of food plants which might have provided some

insurance against pests or diseases in future.



B Soil erosion threatens the productivity of land in both rich and poor countries. The
United States, where the most careful mcasurements have becn done, discovered in
1982 that about one-fifth of its farmland was losing topsoil at a rate likely to diminish
the soil’s productivity. The country subsequently embarked upon a program to convert
11 percent of its cropped land to mcadow or forest. Topsoil in India and China is
vanishing much faster than in America.

C Government policies have frequently compounded the environmental damage that
farming can cause. In the rich countries. subsidies for growing crops and price supports
for farm output drive up the price of land. The annual value of these subsidics is
immense: about $ 250 billion. or morc than all World Bank lending in the 1930s. To
increase the output of crops per acre. a farmer’s easicst option is to usc more of the
most readily available inputs: fertilisers and pesticides. Fertiliser use doubled in
Denmark in the period 1960 — 1985 and increased in the Netherlands by 150 percent.
The quantity of pesticides applied has risen too: by 69 percent in 1975 — 1984 in
Denmark, for example, with a rise of 115 percent in the frequency of application in
the three years from 1981.

D In the late 1980s and early 1990s some efforts were made to reduce farm subsidics. The
most dramatic example was that of New Zealand, which scrapped most farm support in
1984. A study of the environmental effects. conducted in 1993, found that the end of
fertiliser subsidies had been followed by a fall in fertiliser use (a fall compounded by
the decline in world commodity prices. which cut farm incomes). The removal of
subsidies also stopped land-clearing and over-stocking. which in the past had been the
principal causes of erosion. Farms began to diversify. The one kind of subsidy whose
removal appeared to have been bad for the environment was the subsidy to manage soil
erosion.

E In less enlightened countries, and in the European Union. the trend has been to reduce
rather than eliminate subsidies. and to introduce new payments to cncourage farmers to
treat their land in environmentally friendlier ways. or to leave it fallow. It may sound
strange but such payments need to be higher than the existing incentives for farmers to
grow food crops. Farmers. however. dislike being paid to do nothing. In several
countries they have become interested in the possibility of using fuel produced from
crop residues either as a replacement for petrol (as ethanol) or as fuel for power
stations (as biomass). Such fuels produce far less carbon dioxide than coal or oil, and
absorb carbon dioxide as they grow.

F They are therefore less likely to contribute to the greenhouse effect. But they are rarely
competitive with fossil fucls unless subsidized —— and growing them does no less



environmental harm than other crops.

Part B Questions 16—21

Choose the appropriate letters A, B, C or D. Write your answers in boxes 16 — 21 on your
answer sheet.

16. Which of the following is NOT a damaging environmental impact caused by subsidies?
A. Dcforestation. B. Water pollution. C. Soil erosion. D. Pests or discases.
17. The research completed in 1982 found that in the United States soil erosion
A. reduced the productivity of farmland by 20 percent
B. was almost as severe as in India and China
C. was causing significant damage to 20 percent of farmland
D. could be reduced by converting cultivated land to meadow or forest
18. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. Soil erosion is worse in poor countries than that in rich countries.
B. Soil erosion is better solved in rich countries.
C. Soil erosion is solved in rich countries, but not in poor countries.
D. There is no definite relationship between soil erosion and the wealth of a country.
19. By the mid-1980s, farmers in Denmark
A. used 50 percent less fertiliser than Dutch farmers
B. used twice as much fertiliser as they had in 1960
C. applied fertiliser much more frequently than in 1960
D. more than doubled the amount of pesticide they used in just 3 years
20. Which one of the following increased in New Zealand after 19847
A. Farm incomes. B. Use of fertiliser.
C. Over-stocking. D. Farm diversification.
21. Which of the following is NOT true of fuel produced from crop residues?
A. Worsening greenhouse effect.
B. Less competitive with fossil fuels.
C. Causing equal or more pollution when being produced.
D. Being used as fuel for power stations by some farmers.



Section 3  Questions 22-4(

Robots at Work

The newspaper production process has come a long way from the old days when the
paper was written, edited, typeset and ultimately printed in one building with the
journalists working on the upper floors and the printing presses going on the ground
floor. These days the editor, sub-editors and journalists who put the paper together are
likely to find themselves in a totally different building or maybe even in a different
city. This is the situation which now prevails in Sydney. The daily paper is compiled at
the cditorial headquarters, known as the pre-press centre, in the heart of the city. but
printed far away in the suburbs at the printing centre. Here human beings are in the
minority as much of the work is donc by automated machines controlled by computers.

Once the finished newspaper has been crcated for the next morning’s edition, all the
pages are transmitted electronically from the pre-press centre to the printing centre.
The system of transmission is an updatc on the sophisticated page facsimile system
already in use on many other newspapers. An image-setter at the printing centre
dclivers the pages as film. Each page takes less than a minute to produce. although for
colour pages four versions, once each for black, cyan. magenta and yellow arc sent.
The pages are then processed into photographic negatives and the film is used to
produce aluminum printing plates rcady for the presses.

A procession of automated vehicles is busy at the new printing centre where the Sydney
Morning Herald is printed cach day. With lights flashing and warning horns honking,
the robots (to give them their correct name. the LGVs or laser guided vehicles) look
for all the world like enthusiastic machincs from a science fiction movie, as they follow
their own random paths around the plant busily getting on with their jobs. Automation
of this kind is now standard in all modern newspaper plants. The robots can detect
unauthorized personnel and alert security staff immediately if they find an intruder;
not surprisingly, tall tales arc already being told about the machines starting to take on
personalities of their own.

The robots’ principal job, however. is to shift the newsprint (the printing paper) that
arrives at the plant in huge reels and emerges at the other end some time later as
newspapers. Once the size of the day’s paper and the publishing order arc determined
at head office. the information is punched into the computer and the LGVs are
programmed to go about their work. The LG Vs collect the appropriate size paper recls
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and take them where they have to go. When the press needs another reel its computer
alerts the LGV system. The Sydney LGVs move busily around the press room fulfilling
their two key functions — to collect recls of newsprint either from the reel stripping
stations, or from the racked supplies in the newsprint storage arca. At the stripping
station the tough wrapping that helps to protect a rcel of paper from rough handling is
removed. Any damaged paper is peeled off and the reel is then weighed.

Then one of the four paster robots moves in. Specifically designed for the job, it trims
the paper neatly and prepares the reel for the press. If required the reel can be loaded
directly onto the press; if not nceded immediately, an LGV takes it to the storage
area. When the press computer calls for a reel, an LGV takes it to the reel loading area
of the presses. It lifts the reel into the loading position and places it in the correct spot
with complete accuracy. As each reel is used up, the press drops the heavy cardboard
core into a waste bin. When the bin is full, another LGV collects it and deposits the
cores into a shredder for recycling.

The LGVs move at walking speed. Should anyone step in front of one or get too close,
sensors stop the vehicle until the path is clear. The company has chosen a laser-guide
function system for the vehicles because, as the project development manager says,
“the beauty of it is that if you want to change the routes, you can work out a new route
on your computer and lay it down for them to follow.” When an LGV’s batteries run
low, it will take itself off line and go to the nearest battery maintenance point for
replacement batteries. And all this is achieved with absolute minimum human input and
a much reduced risk of injury to pcople working in the printing centres.

The question newspaper workers must now ask, however, is how long will it be before

the robots are writing the newspapers as well as running the printing centre. churning
out the latest edition every morning?

Part A Questions 22-33
Complete the flow chart below. Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage

for each answer. Write your answers in boxes 22 — 33 on your answer sheet .

The Newspaper Production Process

‘ The newspaper is compiled at the editorial 22 by the journalists. “

l The final version of the text is 23 to the printing centre. '




