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Preface

The goal of this second edition of CLINICAL METHODS is provision of
the most up-to-date clinical methods to clinicians and students. Readers’
suggestions over the past three years have guided us in adding new sec-
tions and expanding or deleting others. The content is based upon the
sixth revision of the Defined Data Base in use on the Medical Service of
Emory University School of Medicine at Grady Memorial Hospital in
Atlanta. This Data Base responds to the needs of our patient population
and aids our teaching program and curriculum for house officers and stu-
dents. We believe it is universal enough to be used generally as the basis
for learning and teaching clinical methods.

The contributors to this book are our colleagues at Emory University
School of Medicine. The editors take pleasure in making the clinical and
teaching skills of their colleagues available to a larger audience.

We are indebted to the thousands of patients who have presented
with both rare and usual findings of diseases which provided our con-
tributors with clinical experience peculiar to a given symptom, sign or
laboratory abnormality.

We also wish to thank Larry Weed and his associates Harold Cross
and Charles Burger. The structure and philosophy of this book was greatly
influenced by exposure to them.

We wish to express our appreciation to Ms. Linda Garr Markwell
of the Emory Medical Library; Ms. Patsy Bryan, Mr. Grover Hogan, Mr.
Eddie Jackson and Ms. Martha Tarrant of the Emory Department of Med-
ical Illustrations; and Ms. Sadie Owens and Mr. Walter Harris. The pa-
tience, support and skill of Ms. Susan M. Gay and Ms. Pauline Dishmon
of Butterworth's are appreciated.

H. Kenneth Walker, MD

W. Dallas Hall, MD

J. Willis Hurst, MD

Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia
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