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Doctoral English Course

LISTENING AND SPEAKING
VOA ENVIRONMENT REPORT

The Male Sex Gene

L Fill in the blanks missing words from what you hear.

1.  They say if the gene is an embryo will become a _____; if the gene is
, the embryo will become a
2.  This is not the first time scientists have thought they the male sex gene.
years ago, scientists at the Whitehead Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts,

announced had discovered it.

3. Every human contains 23 of chromosomes.

4.  Researchers have learned that for the first weeks of development all human embryos are the
same . They are neither nor

5. They also knew there are as many as genes on that chromosome.

6. Ifthe developed into a male, the gene will be considered

II.  Answer the Following Questions:

1.  What have a group of British scientists discovered about the male sex gene?
2. Where did they do their work?

3.  Who first made a similar discovery?

4.  When does a human begin to develop sexually?

5. Rewrite the example given in the Science Report, which shows the importance of the
discovery.

6.  What is the conclusion of the report?

VOA ENVIRONMENT REPORT
Cholera Attacks Rwandan Refugees

I.  Fill in the blanks missing words from what you hear.
1.  Although a cease-fire was at the beginning of last week, Rwandans continue to

1



Doctoral English Course

their

2. They are suffering from and

3. It(cholera)quickly ____ away its victims' .

4.  Death often comes a few hours after a person shows the first ___ of the
disease.

5. Many officials say they thousands of Rwandans to die of cholera.
Officials can not stop this of the disease, because of the of clean
water, medicine and to transport food and supplies.

6. It appealed for aid from countries throughout the world.

7. The head of the United Nations' Team said the of the problem
was so great military troops were needed to with the efforts to

the situation.
IL.  Answer the following questions with words of your own.
1.  Where have the refugees gathered?
2. What is the disease of cholera?
3. What s the death percentage of cholera among large numbers of people?
4.  How soon will a victim die?
5. Why cannot the spread of the disease be stopped?
6.  What kinds of aid had the United Nations Children's Fund flown to Zaire?
7.  Why are military troops needed?

8. What did President Clinton do as to the situation?

VOA PEOPLE IN AMERICA
Jessie Owens (1)

Paragraph 1: Make notes according to the requirements of the exercise; you may write
down the key words only.

Time:
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Place:
Event:

Reasons for Special Interest:

Background for Hitler's conviction:

Paragraph 2: Fill in the blanks words that you hear.

Jessie Owens was black, too. Until 1936, very athletes had competed in the
for the United States. Jessie was proud to be . He was very sure of his
ability. Jessie spent one week in four different Olympic track-and-field events in

. During that time he did not think much about the
, or about Adolf Hitler. He said later, "I was looking only at the
I thought of all the years of practice and competition, and of all who believed in me."

Paragraphs 3: Answer the questions with words of your own.

1. Why cannot we know about Hitler's impression of Jessie Owens?
2. How can we know about Jessie's performance in the games?

3. What can you know about Jessie from the historical "records"?

4. What did people say about Jessie's performance?

5. What were his victories?
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VOA PEOPLE IN AMERICA
Jessie Owens (2)

Paragraph 4: Make your notes again.

the first city he returned to in the U.S:
the second:

the university he had attended:

his financial success:

the reason for his financial problem:

SR

his methods to survive:
a:
b:

Paragraph 5: Another note-taking.

7.  date of his birth:

8.  his birth-place:

9.  the number of his family:

10. reasons for their leaving the south:
a.
b.

11.  characteristics of the new place:
a.
b.

12. reasons for a better living:
a. (unfavorable)
b. (favorable)

Paragraph 6: Fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

Jessie, especially, was . He entered a school, where one white teacher, Charles Riley,
took a special interest in him. Jessie looked and , and Riley wanted to
make him . Through the years that Jessie in school, Riley brought him

in the morning. He often invited the boy to in
the evening. And everyday before school he taught Jessie how to run like an athlete. At first the
idea was only to make the boy stronger. But soon Riley saw that Jessie was a . By the
time Jessie had completed high school, his name was the nation. Ohio
State University wanted him to attend there; so it him a education. While
at Ohio State, he new world records on several track-and-field events, and he was

4
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as a member of the United States’ Olympic team.

VOA PEOPLE IN AMERICA
Jessie Owens (3)

Paragraph 7: Answer the following Questions.

1.  What was Jessie‘s attitude toward Riley?

2.  What waS Riley's influence ubon Jessie?

3. What did Jessie say to the young people?

4.  What was the general impression about his speeches?
5.  How successful was he with his work in his later life?
Paragraph 8: Answer the following questions.

1.  What s the title of the book he wrote?

2. What kind of people did he criticize in the book?

3. What was his attitude toward the racial discriﬁﬁnation in the Uﬁited Staf;f:s?
4. | What was thé black reaction?

5. Did he change his attitude? How?

6.  What did he say about his first book in the second one?
Paragraph 9: Dictation—write every word you hear.

VOA SCIENCE REPORT
Compact Discs

L. Fillin the blanks missing words from what you hear.

1. Scientists in Africa often have difficulty -about discoveries in
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of the world. : ‘ R
2. Compact discs are flat objects. They contain large amounts of information in
form. '
A compact disc is small and It just a few grams.
4.  African scientists are using all of them.
5. In Zimbabwe, for example, a university has discs with the
, . ; =
medical information. ’
6. Another new technology is a system that sends and
information.
7.  They permit scientists in many parts of Africa to send technical
quickly by telephone. t
8.  Of course a few dollars is a lot of money for scientific centers that __
foreign _ ‘ ' v
IL.  Answer the following questions.
1.  Why is it difficult for African scientists to learn about the discoveries in the outside world?
2. What was the compact disc used for before storing information?
3. How will the words and pictures held in a disc appear so that people can know what they
are?
4.  How much information can a disc hold?
5.  What is the discovery of the team sent by the National Academy of Sciences of the United
States?
6.  What are the other new technologies of transmitting information?
7.  What are the advantages of the compact disc? List three of them at least.
VOA SCIENCE IN THE NEWS

The Leap Second

L Fill the blanks words from what you hear. ' : R

There is an old that time no one.
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2. Time for one second at the end of 23:59 Greenwich Mean or
Time Thursday, June 30. ,

3.  Its rotations can be slowed by strong winds that ._ large groups of mountains,
such as the Andes in South America and the _ Mountains in western United
States.

4.  They can shake the whole .

5. In 1972 special _ clocks became the international time-keeper.

6. Because the leap second must be at exactly the moment,

did not the official clocks.

7.  Only the computer and the officials who about time could the
extra second.

II. Answer the following questions with words of your own.

1.  Why was it necessary to add one second to clocks?

2. What are the two reasons of the slowed rotation of the earth, mentioned in the program?

3. Why is one second important to pilots of planes and ships?

4.  How much time has been added since 19727

5. Where was the clock added one second in the United States?

VOA DEVELOPMENT REPORT

The Bioprocess Challenge

I. Fill in the blanks words from what you hear.

1. Scientists have one question after they complete a experiment:
did it work? .

2. researchers at Perdure University are working with that use new
technologies to change plants and other __ . things.

3. What happens if a ____ is taken from a peanut and ___ inside lettuce
plants?

4.  Will the lettuce the peanut that person the same
way?

5. Fresh food, such as and , are not required to have any such

7




Doctoral English Course

Four years ago, the American government had the use of a special enzyme in

6.
the production of some kinds of :

7. Cyclodextrane can be used to make a very covering for drugs,
chemicals and some foods, such as garlic. i

II. Answer the following questions with words of your own.

1.  Why is the question "how did it work" not enough for scientists to answer?

2. What must be shown clearly of the prepared foods in American stores?

3. What are the two prohibitions of the Jewish law mentioned in the report?

4. Why does the new cheese contradict with the Jewish law?

5. qu did the Jewish leaders settle the matter?

6. What is Mr. Tao trying to do?

7. What is Mr. Tao's major concern?

VOA SCIENCE IN THE NEWS

Looks and Wages

I. Fill in the blanks words from what you hear.

a good education may be considered an way -to compete:equally
with others.
A doctor and an carried out the
Their study appeared in a recent publication of the
The study showed that women who were - when they were years old
at least 7% less than people that same age who not fat.-
Instead, it showed that was very important to a man's : Lo
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II. Answer the following questions.

1.  What is the discovery of the new study carried out at Dougmurst College?

2. How many people were included in the study?

3.  What s the average age of the people studied?

4.  What are the two possible reasons of their unfair treatment?

5. What is the growing or lessening rate of wage percentage concerning the héight of men?
VOA DEVELOPMENT REPORT

A Major Study of Heart DiseaSe

L Fill in the blanks missing words from what you hear.

18

Some experts say it is the most » study of heart-disease study

done. ,

Men and women, 35to , suffered the heart . .

Hugh Constilepedo wrote a report about the study, that in the publication
" ". He a Monica study group in Dendise, Scotland.
Researchers want to know if conditions or , of medical care make

a difference.
It also shows that doctors . heart disease in
they do in women.

Mr. Constilepedo says that the study has shown __ differences in
use, high blood ____and blood cholesterol levels in different groups of people.
He says the study can be used to heart-disease

programs around the world.

Answer the following questions with words of your own.

How many patient_s of heart disease are inciuded in the study?

What is the use of the year 1985 and the year 1987 mentioned in the report?

How many people in how many countries are involved in the latest study?
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4.  What is the purpose of the study?
5. What are some of the results of the study?
6.  What will the researchers do in the following four years?
VOA ENVIRONMENT REPORT
Bird Count
L. Fillin the blanks missing words from what you hear.
1. Every summer, the United States _ Department _ ___ information
about the birds of America.
2.  The study has been carried out since
3. All the bird watchers follow a method of observations.
4. Each bird watcher stops about to count all the birds
or seen in an about 40-kilometre-long area.
5. The of the study is to see what land use changes and the
destruction of natural areas are on North American birds.
6.  Other kinds of birds have suffered losses because their winter homes in
’ rain forests are being destroyed.
IL.  Answer the following questions.
1. Why should the bird-count be carried out in the month of June?
2. What is the method used by all the bird watchers?
3. Why are the observation areas not near the busy roads?
4. What do the organizers of the movement say about the work?
5. What is the special requirement of the bird watchers?
6.  In what areas are the birds decreasing?
7. In what areas are the birds increasing?
8. Listat least two of the reasons why birds are decreasing.
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VOA THIS IS AMERICA

How To Apply American Universities

Today we will emphasize the importance of taking notes. You will have to fill in each blank space
the key words for you to organize your answers to the possible questions the teacher will ask. Be
sure that you find the right words or phrases. '

1.  In the earlier discussion about how you should bégin your'éearch, you have been required
to: .
a. T o

2. The number of schools you should apply to:
3. The first step:

4.  Items that should be included in your own letter:
a. the two precautions:
(1)
2

e A s o

5. After you send out the letter, yo'u will receive an answer.

Type A:
Type B:

6.  The letter may ask you about:
a.
b.
c.
d.
7. The symbol of your good chance of being admitted:

11



