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Preface

As a graduate student at the University of Chicago following World War 11, 1
had the privilege of serving as Professor Morgenthau’s research assistant.
Later we joined in the preparation of a book of text and readings entitled
Principles and Problems of International Politics. He was primarily responsi-
ble for my returning to the university in the early 1950s as a member of the
Department of Political Science. When it was agreed I should edit a festsch-
rift in his honor, we worked together in identifying former students, col-
leagues, and friends especially familiar with his writings. In later years when
our professional responsibilities brought us together in New York, we had
frequent contacts and long discussions. As a member of several advisory com-
mittees, he contributed significantly to the programs of the Rockefeller Foun-
dation for which I worked. A few weeks before he died he presented a paper
on the presidency and foreign policy at a Miller Center conference at the
University of Virginia. On a personal as well as a professional level, our
friendship and intellectual collaboration continued until his last days.

Our close association has made the preparation of a sixth edition of his
classic work, Politics Among Nations, both simpler and more difficult. On the
one hand, I have kept myself reasonably familiar with the evolution of his
thought from the publication of Scientific Man vs. Power Politics to the review
after his death of certain unpublished essays. When Bertrand W. Lummus,
Senior Editor of the College Department of McGraw-Hill, invited me to
prepare a new edition of Politics, I felt confident that I possessed the neces-
sary knowledge for the task. On the other hand, upon undertaking the revi-
sion and reviewing Professor Morgenthau’s last writings, I discovered impor-
tant new developments in the final stages of his work of which I had not
known. It would have been surprising if this had not been true, for he took
as his guiding principle not the defense of an intellectual position but “the
quest for truth.”

In keeping with my discovery of the continuous unfolding of his thought,
I have attempted in this edition to let Morgenthau speak for himself when-
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ever possible. Thanks to the cooperation of his children, Susanna and Mat-
thew, my assistant and I have had access to his papers on deposit at Alderman
Library at the University of Virginia. Mr. Peter Gellman has been tireless in
joining me in the search for further writings, whether published or unpub-
lished, that touched on the most urgent problems confronting mankind in the
late 1970s and 1980s. In his preface to the fifth edition, revised, Morgenthau
wrote of that edition’s continuing “in an organic and almost inevitable fashion
the work of the preceding editions.” Ever mindful of the fact that his great
work has had an integrity throughout successive editions, I have undertaken
to preserve it in ways that would have been impossible without the use of his
own writings. I have also consulted his draft manuscripts, letters to editors,
and professional correspondence.

At the same time, the fifth edition has had to be updated and revised to
reflect changes that have occurred since Professor Morgenthau’s death. Mr.
Gellman and I have sought to substitute factual information and data wher-
ever required while recognizing that even as we worked, the tides of history
were making obsolete some of our evidence on topics like population, indus-
trial production, decisions of the International Court of Justice, and actions
by the United Nations. On subjects such as human rights, détente, and the
nuclear problem, 1 have made substantial revisions—introducing wherever
possible fragments of Morgenthau’s own writings. Because his mind was so
creative and subtle, no would-be literary executor can declare with certainty
that Morgenthau would have formulated his views and presented them in
precisely the context in which they are put forward here. I can only affirm
that I have tried to be faithful to his philosophy and to his views on problems
and policies as I understood them.

Charlottesville, Virginia Kenneth W. Thompson
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