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PREFACE

This book has meant a lot to me. First and foremost, it builds on the original work of Dr. Jud Gurney, who authored

the first edition almost a decade ago. Unfortunately for all of us in the world of thoracic imaging, Dr. Gurney left us
prematurely. However, his spirit and love for teaching live on in the pages of this book as we endeavored to build upon
the wonderful foundation he established with the first edition, and for which we are immensely grateful.

Writing this book has been an incredible experience for me because it brings together important masters who have
made major contributions to the field of thoracicimaging. Many of them are dear friends, which made the experience
even more special.

A couple of decades ago, when | decided to pursue an academic career in thoracic radiology, HRCT was a trendy topic.

| still remember how challenged and puzzled | felt when | faced the interstitial pneumonias. At one time | thought |
would never master this knowledge, which further spurred my interest. Thereafter good luck never abandoned me.
My first teacher, Tomads Franquet, welcomed me to his radiology department in Barcelona and taught me to navigate
the world of HRCT. Subsequently, | learned from fantastic teachers both in Colombia and the USA, such as Jorge
Carrillo, Santiago Restrepo, Sonia Betancourt, Lisa Diethelm, Page McAdams, Phil Goodman, and Laura Heyneman,
some of whom graciously accepted my invitation to coauthor this book. They need no introduction, as their academic
achievements speak for themselves. Finally, for the last decade | have worked with Melissa Rosado-de-Christenson, the
most incredible woman, consummate professional, and innovator, who also requires no introduction.

Drs. Kyung Soo Lee and Takeshi Johkoh are also part of this book. Anyone who has trained in thoracic imaging has
had the opportunity to learn from their seminal papers. In fact, Drs. Franquet, Lee, and Johkoh have contributed an
immense body of scientific research to the world of radiology. Their decision to participate is a humbling testimony
to their willingness to share their knowledge and expertise with the radiology community despite the immense time
demands of their investigative work.

It is not an understatement that pathologic correlation is of utmost importance in understanding HRCT findings,
perhaps more so than in any other area of radiology. Knowledge and recognition of basic pathologic concepts is
critical for understating HRCT. Thus, histologic correlation was provided whenever possible. We were fortunate to
partner with two outstanding pathologists at Saint Luke’s Hospital of Kansas City who went above and beyond their
duties to contribute the histologic material in this book: Paul Pettavel and Phil Mufoz. These are superb and talented
pathologists for whom the demands of private practice have precluded academic recognition. However, they are
without a doubt the best pathologists | have had the privilege of working with. Their knowledge, expert interpretation,
and commitment to patient care are unparalleled in both private and academic pathology. Their valuable contributions
perfectly complement the imaging content of this book.

After several years of working on projects with Amirsys/Elsevier, Dr. Rosado-de-Christenson proposed that this

book should have three lead authors, with Brett Carter as the third, and instrumental, partner. This resulted in a
comprehensive and systematic review of the work submitted by all the authors, which far exceeded that of the books
we previously published. This meant much more time spent reviewing, editing, and correcting, and made this the most
“peer-reviewed” and exhaustively scrutinized of all our books. | personally think that the extra effort, which at times felt
excessive, substantially elevated the book’s quality.

Finally, | want to specially thank Amirsys/Elsevier for allowing me to lead this project. | want to particularly thank
Matthew Hoecherl, whose editorial assistance was superb. | greatly enjoyed working with the entire team, and this
incredible experience has made it difficult, if not impossible, to even consider the possibility of working with other
publishers.

Santiago Martinez-Jiménez, MD
Department of Radiology

Saint Luke's Hospital of Kansas City

Professor of Radiology

University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine
Kansas City, Missouri
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