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Praise for #1 New York Times
bestselling author Nora Roberts:

“Roberts. ..is at the top of her game”

—~People magazine

“Roberts creates exceptional characters who...

live on in the readers imagnation and heart”
——Publishers Weekly

“Roberts weaves a story like no one else, and if possible,
she just gets better.”
—~Rocky Mountain News
“Nora Roberts has a talent for delivering the best”

—Affaire de Coeur

“Roberts has a warm feel for her characters
and an eye for the evocative detail”
—{hicago Tribune
“Roberts’ bestselling novels are some of the best in the romance
genre. They are thoughtfully plotted, well-written stories featuring
fascinating characters.”
—USA TODAY

“Her stories have fueled the dreams
of twenty-five million readers.”
—Entertainment Weekly
“You can’t bottle wish fulfilment, but Nora Roberts

certainly knows how to put it on the page”
—New York Times

“Roberts is indeed 2 word artist, painting her story and her
characters with vitality and verve”
—los Angeles Daily News

“It would be hard to pick any one book as Ms. Roberts’ best—
such a feat defies human ability.”
—~Romantic Times
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Dear Reader,

The poet and writer Robin Morgan once said, “Sisterhood 1s
powerful.” The same can be said about the legendary Calhoun
sisters. We are pleased to offer you 7The Calhouns: Suzanna and
Megan, the second of two special volumes featuring the four
Calhoun sisters and their sister-by-marriage, all united by a
decades-old legend and the determination to save their family
home. -

In Suzanna’s Surrender, eldest sister Suzanna had her hands full
raising two children on her own and searching for the missing
Calhoun emeralds. The last thing she needed was Holt Bradford
sticking to her like glue. The sexy ex-cop was the perfect man
to foil jewel thieves, but would he end up stealing Suzanna’s
heart?

Sister-in-law Megan O’Riley moved to Maine with her young

son in tow to start a new life. No one had dared to scale

the walls she built around her heart—until boat captain

Nate Fury set his sights on her. Nate was eager to win Megan’s
trust—and her love. Could he possibly be Megan’s Mate?

The Calhoun Women: Fascinating sisters, fabulous stories.
Happy reading!

The Editors
Silhouette Books
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Be sure to look for more Nora Roberts titles
in your local stores, or contact our
Silhouette Reader Service Center,
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SUZANNA'S SURRENDER






Prologue

Bar Harbor, 1965

The moment I saw her, my life was changed. More than
fifty years have passed since that moment, and I'm an
old man whose hair has turned white, whose body has
grown frail. Yet my memories are full of color and
strength.

Since my heart attack, I am to rest every day. So I have
come back here to the island—her island—where it all
began for me. It has changed, as I have. The great fire
in '47 destroyed much. New buildings, new people have
come. Cars crowd the streets without the charm of the
jingling carriages. But I am lucky to be able to see it as
it was, and as it is.

My son is a man now, a good one who chose to make
his living from the sea. We have never understood each -
other, but have dealt together well enough. He has a
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quiet, lovely wife and a son of his own. The boy, young
Holt, brings me a special kind of joy. Perhaps it is be-
cause I can see myself in him so clearly. The impatience,
the fire, the passions that were once mine. Perhaps he,
too, will feel too much, want too much. Yet I can’t be
sorry for it. If I could tell him one thing, it would be to
grab hold of life and take.

My life has been full, and I'm grateful for the years I
had with Margaret. I was no longer young when she
became my wife. What we shared was not a blaze, but
the quiet warmth of a banked fire. She brought me com-
fort, and I hope I gave her happiness. She’s been gone
for nearly ten years, and my memories of her are sweet.

Yet it is the memory of another woman that haunts me.
This memory is so painfully clear, so complete. No
amount of time could dull it. The years have not faded
my image of her, nor have they altered by a single degree
the desperate love 1 felt. Yes, feel still—will always feel
though she is lost to me.

Perhaps now that I have brushed so close to death, 1
can open myself to it again, let myself remember what I
have never been able to forget. Once it was too painful,
and I lost the pain in a bottle. Finding no comfort there,
I at last buried my misery in my work. Painting again, |
traveled. But always, always, was pulled back here where
I had once begun to live. Where I know I will one day
die.

A man loves that way only once, and only if he is
fortunate. For me, it was Bianca. It has always been
Bianca.

It was June, the summer of 1912, before the Great War
ripped the world apart. The summer of peace and beauty,
of art and poetry, when the village of Bar Harbor opened
itself to the wealthy and gave refuge to artists.
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She came to the cliffs where I worked, her hand hold-
ing that of a child. I turned from my canvas, the brush
still in my hand, the mood of the sea and the painting
still on me. There she was, slender and lovely, the sunset
hair swept up off her neck. The wind tugged at it, and at
the skirts of the pale blue frock she wore. Her eyes were
the color of the sea I was so frantically trying to recreate
on canvas. They watched me, curious, wary. She had the
pale and luminous skin of the Irish.

The moment I saw her, I knew I had to paint her. And
I think I knew, as we stood in the wind, that I would have
to love her.

She apologized for interrupting my work. The faint and
musical lilt of Ireland was in the soft, polite voice. The
child now in her arms was her son. She was Bianca Cal-
houn, another man’s wife. Her summer home was on the
ridge above. The Towers, the elaborate castle Fergus
Calhoun had built. Even though I had only been on
Mount Desert Island a short time, I had heard of Cal-
houn, and his home. Indeed I had admired the arrogant
and fanciful lines of it, the turrets and peaks, the towers
and parapets.

Such a place suited the woman who stood before me.
She had a timeless beauty, a quiet steadiness, a gracious-
ness that could never be taught, and banked passions
simmering in her large green eyes. Yes, I was already in
love, but then it was only with her beauty. As an artist,
I wanted to interpret that beauty in my own way, with
paint or pencils. Perhaps I frightened her by staring so
intently. But the child, his name was Ethan, was fearless
and friendly. She looked so young, so untouched, that it
was difficult to believe the child was hers, and that she
had two more besides.

She didn’t stay long that day, but took her son and



