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In Memoriam

Daniel Thursz
1929-2000

This volume is dedicated with much affection and admiration to the
memory of Dr. Daniel Thursz, a leader in the field of gerontology. Most
of the authors in this volume were students, friends, and/or colleagues
of his. He was also an educator and leader in the field of social work, an
advocate for the poor and elderly, and an internationalist whose con-
cerns were peace, human rights, and social justice.

Daniel Thursz, the Cardinal O’Boyle Professor of Social Work and
Director of the International Center on Global Aging at the Catholic
University of America, passed away January 18, 2000, a week before
his 7 st birthday. Born in Casablanca, Morocco, where his father was
active in Zionist activities, he fled to New York with his family as a ref-
ugee at the outbreak of World War II. He received his undergraduate de-
gree from Queens College and both his master’s and doctoral degrees in
social work from The Catholic University of America. During the many
summers in between his studies, he spent organizing and participating
in youth camp activities under Jewish auspices.

After teaching a few years at the School of Social Service at Catholic
University, Dr. Thursz accepted a faculty position at the University of
Maryland’s School of Social Work where he soon became Dean. Under
his leadership, the school grew in stature with new initiatives in com-
munity organization, social planning, clinical practice, both at the mas-
ter’s and doctoral levels. During this time, Dr. Thursz also became the
Associate Director of Vista (Volunteers in Service to America), a pro-
gram that was part of the anti-poverty strategy in the 1960s and 70s. Re-

[Haworth co-indexing entry note]: “In Memoriam.™ Co-published simultaneously in Social Thought (The
Haworth Press. Inc.) Vol. 20. No. 3/4, 2001. pp. xxi-xxii: and: Issues in Global Aging (ed: Frederick L.
Ahearn. Jr.) The Haworth Press. Inc.. 2001. pp. xi-xii. Single or multiple copies of this article are available for a
fee from The Haworth Document Delivery Service [1-800-342-9678. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (EST). E-mail ad-
dress: getinfo@haworthpressinc.com].
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turning to his life-long interest in Jewish service, he accepted the
Vice-Presidency of B’nai B’rith International and later the Presidency
of the Jewish Communal Service Association (JCSA). In both roles, he
dedicated himself to peace, the care of the poor and needy, linking indi-
viduals to community so that they might have the resources and support
to enrich their lives.

In 1985, Dr. Thursz took on the Presidency of the National Council
on Aging (NCOA) where he advocated for policies and services to im-
prove the lives of the nation’s senior citizens. His leadership and influ-
ence were evident in the debates on social security reform, community
centers, health care, and employment for seniors. When he retired from
the NCOA, he returned to the School of Social Service at The Catholic
University of America to begin the International Center on Global
Aging that sponsored international exchanges, conferences, research,
and training for professionals in the field of gerontology.

The authors represented in this volume have written their papers in
memory of Daniel Thursz, recognizing his life-long contribution to so-
cial work, social justice, Jewish communal and philanthropic services,
policy and services for the nation’s elder citizens. This fine man,
scholar, and change agent will be missed by all of us.
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PART I:
GLOBAL DIMENSIONS OF AGING

Daniel Thursz, to whom this volume is dedicated, was a unique
person who possessed a global vision for peace, human rights, and
the needs of the aged. It was in his roles as President of the Interna-
tional Federation on Ageing, President of the National Council on
Aging, and Director of The Catholic University’s Global Center on
Aging that he carried the message that all societies are enriched by
their older citizens who are the repositories of values, tradition, cul-
ture, and knowledge. However, as the world’s population of elders is
expected to triple in the next thirty years, countries are facing crises
in meeting the needs of their older citizens. Many lack the essentials
of life, food, clothing, and shelter. As persons grow older, there are
greater needs for health care that is not available in many cases or, if
available, is so costly that older persons cannot afford it. Women, the
largest cohort of elders, suffer disproportionately from poverty, iso-
lation, poor health, and discrimination. Daniel Thursz traveled the
world advocating policies that would give older persons access to
work, income, health care, and shelter. Key in Dr. Thursz’s vision
was the empowerment of older persons as a treasure and resource for
their respective societies.

The first article in this section is written by Jeanette C. Takamura, the
former Director of the Administration on Aging and Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Service. In it she explores various social and
moral meanings that different societies give to the rapid growth of the
older population within their respective societies. These meanings in-
fluence aging policy and the type of programs that are then planned for
this population. She points out that China will soon have more elders
than the total U. S. population, while the number of elderly in Latin
America will more than double in the next 25 years. Using the U. S. as a
case example, Dr. Takamura draws the implications for aging policy
and programs in the U. S.
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