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When we were working hard on the first edition of this book, back in . . . let’s just
say it was some time ago, we felt we had a fresh way to approach the traditional
way of teaching writing. That is, we would use a friendly, spoken style of writing
and lots of straightforward examples—the kind students might actually write.
And we would teach a way for students to bring structure to their writing that
would work not just in school but beyond.

Different approaches to writing have come and gone, haven’t they? And today,
with the wonderful technology everywhere, a spoken style of writing and a clear
structure are much in demand. Think about the Web. Most usability experts say
good writing for the Web should be skimmable—and what’s more skimmable than
having the main point up front for a paper? And then the main point at the begin-
ning of each paragraph?

And in school, teachers are suffering from information overload as much as
anyone. Of course most of them appreciate a clear, straightforward approach to
writing. So we believe The Practical Writer is right on target for today’s students!

HOW DOES THE PRACTICAL WRITER WORK?

We begin by presenting the fundamentals (organization, support, unity, coherence)
one at a time—in a tightly structured one-paragraph essay. The paragraph is a unit
large enough for students to demonstrate their understanding of the fundamentals
and small enough for them to work toward mastery. At this point, we don’t over-
whelm them while they’re learning the fundamentals by making them struggle to
find support; instead we ask them to write about personal experiences and the peo-
ple and things they know well. We encourage them to be colorful, interesting,
and—above all—specific.

We then move through several longer stages of writing to a 3,000- to 4,000-
word research paper. By the time students complete the research block, they can
write a serious paper—the kind they will have to write in other college courses and
beyond—with a less mechanical structure than we required earlier. We still offer a
model, of course, but it becomes a guide rather than a goal.

Parts 6 and 7—punctuation and expression—are not part of the step-by-step
approach. Students can study these chapters any time, whenever they’re ready for
them. They aren’t typical handbook material, though, because we’ve been careful
to select only what first-year students need to learn, leaving out the skills they
probably know and those they’re not yet ready to apply.

Throughout The Practical Writer, we try to avoid the “scholarly” style of writ-
ing and speak personally to students, as though we’re talking to them in class. We
have also included sidebars, exercises, and examples written with today’s college
student in mind.
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WHAT HAVE WE CHANGED
FOR THIS EDITION?

Our reviewers told us that most things about the previous edition are working. So
for this edition, we’ve concentrated on making relatively straightforward changes
to be sure our book stays up-to-date.

Here are the changes we’ve made:

* Revised many of the exercises to make them more effective and relevant.

* Updated Part S, “The Research Paper,” to retain compatibility with the
MLA format for documentation.

* Added references throughout to our website.

Another item for students’ use is InfoTrac® College Edition, available for free
with a bundled pin code. Students may access InfoTrac College Edition from their
desktop (with an Internet connection), from the campus library, or through the
library’s website. This is an online professional information service that lets
students explore and use full-length articles from nearly 6,000 periodicals. When
students log on, they will immediately see how easy it is to search the database.
They can examine and print out the articles.

To obtain a copy of the detailed Instructor’s Manual, contact your local
Wadsworth sales representative.

Edward P. Bailey Philip A. Powell
Wilmington, NC Burke, VA
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