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PREFACE TO THE SEVENTH EDITION

THis edition contains new chapters on the Crown Court, on Family
Law and on Evidence and Civil Procedure; and the opportunity has
been taken to revise, clarify and correct the text throughout.

Recent statutes of which account has been taken include the
European Communities Act 1972, which makes Community law a
source of English law and provides for applications from English
courts to the European Court of Justice for preliminary rulings; the
Criminal Law Act 1977, reorganising the distribution of work
between magistrates’ courts and the Crown Court, and reducing the
functions of coroners’ courts; the Administration of Justice Act
1977, dealing with such miscellaneous matters as legal aid, appeals,
county courts and abolition of the jurisdiction of many ancient
courts; legislation further extending the jurisdiction of county
courts; the Employment Protection Act 1975, creating the Employ-
ment Appeal Tribunal; the Powers of Criminal Courts Act 1973;
the Torts (Interference with Goods) Act 1977, which gives the
generic name of wrongful interference to conversion, trespass and
negligent harm to goods; and the Inheritance (Provision for Family
and Dependants) Act 1975.

Attention is drawn to a number of recent cases, notably on the
interpretation of statutes and judicial precedent. The High Court
in the provinces, arbitration, prospective overruling, criminal pro-
ceedings and agency have been given new or fuller treatment. The
setting up or reports of various commissions and committees have
been mentioned, including the Royal Commission on Legal
Services, the Royal Commission on Civil Liability and Personal
Injury (Pearson), the Faulks Committee on Defamation and the
Law Commission’s latest reports and working papers.

Although we severally undertook the preparatory work on
particular chapters we are jointly responsible for the whole edition,
except that the publishers have once more revised the Tables of
Cases and Statutes and the Index.

O.H.P.
August 1977. A . H H.



ExtrACT FROM

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

THis book is intended as an elementary introduction for those about
to embark, for whatever purpose, on the study of English law.
Following a brief survey of the characteristics of English law and
the principles on which justice is administered in this country, an
account is given in Part I of the various systems of courts, their
composition and jurisdiction, with just enough history to indicate
their origins. Apart from other considerations, some knowledge of
the jurisdiction of the courts is necessary for an appreciation of the
authority of their decisions at the present day, as well as the part
they have played in the development of various branches of law
in the past.

Part II deals relatively fully with the sources of English law, a
topic with which the student of law needs to be acquainted at the
outset, although in some University degree courses he has to wait
for formal instruction in these matters until he reads Jurisprudence
in his third year. I have tried . .. not only to explain the principles
underlying the interpretation of statutes, the application of judicial
precedent and the use of legal textbooks, but also to describe the
literary materials in which legislation, judicial decisions and juristic
opinion are embodied, so that the reader may enter a law library
without fear and find what he wants without groping.

Part ITT sketches in outline the main branches of English private
law. . . . Only the most general principles can b stated in the
space available, the object being to introduce the reader to legal
conceptions and terminology. This part is therefore highly selective,
though I hope not too dogmatic. . . .

O. H. P.

TreE UNIVERSITY
EDMUND STREET,
BIRMINGHAM 3.
January 1948.
vi
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1 The most important re-issues are those of 1225 (9 Hen. 3) and the Confirmatio
Cartarum of 1297 (25 Edw. 1).
2 This is the earliest statute included by the Record Commissioners in Statutes
of the Realm.
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