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7. The Pickle Jar

g I Information related to the text )

U.S. coins:

The first U.S. money was paper notes called Continentals. In 1792, the govern-
ment started to mint coins at the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. Nowadays there are also
U.S. Mints in Denver Colorado. San Francisco, California and West Point New York.
U.S. coins usually have a mint mark showing which mint produced them. Coins minted
in Philadelphia bear a P or no mint mark; those minted in Denver, a D; in San Francis-
co, an S; and in West Point. a W.

There are usually five kinds of coins in use: one cent, nickel (worth 5 cents), dime
(worth 10 cents) . quarter dollar. half dollar and dollar.

All coins have several things in common. Each coin has the word “Liberty”. The
only numbers on a coin show the year it was made. The motto “In God We Trust” is on
all coins minted since 1984. Most money has the Latin words “E pluribus unum” which
means “out of many, one”. This represents the many nationalities of the people who
came to live in the United States of America.

On the front side of a coin, or “head”, you will find portraits of famous Ameri-
cans. The Secretary of the U.S. Treasure makes the decision on who will appear on the
coins. Most of the portraits are of past presidents. The portraits cannot be of a living
person. On the back side. or “tail”. of a coin there are American symbols. Sometimes
they are historic places.

Coins are usually made of copper and another element. such as zinc or nickel.
They are round so that they won’t wear holes in people’s pockets and are easy to use in

-1-



College English Extensive Reading (2)

vending machines.

The sizes of the U.S. coins today are decided by law, but they generally follow a
tradition set by the ancient Greeks and Romans. It is necessary for coins to be a con-
venient size, not too small to be easily lost or overlooked, and not too large to be diffi-
cult to use and carry.

2. Pickles:

Pickling is the process of preparing a food, usually vegetables or fruit, by keeping
it in salt or vinegar water for a long time so that it does not go bad and develops a
strong sharp taste. .

The history of pickles stretches so far back into antiquity that no definite time has
been established for their origin, but they are estimated to be over 4,000 years old. In
2,030 BC, cucumbers native to India were brought to the Tigris Valley. There, they
were first preserved and eaten as pickles. Cucumbers are mentioned at least twice in the
Bible. Cleopatra attributed a portion of her beauty to pickles. The armies of Julius Cae-
sar and Napoleon were fed pickles. During the Second World War, forty percent of the
pickles produced in the U.S. went to the armed forces.

The most popular type of pickle is the cucumber pickle. Other foods that are com-
monly pickled include:
vegetables: onions, cabbage, cauliflower, mushrooms, lotus root, garlic
fruit: mango, lemon, plum, watermelon
meat; beef, pork, ham
fish: herring
€ges

Pickles are usually made in one of the three ways:

Processed pickles arc made in the old-fashioned way, by a process of fermentation. This
usually takes about five weeks, and the resulting pickles have a shelf life of many
months.

Fresh-packed pickles are made by pasteurizing cucumbers in order to kill bacteria. Fresh-
packed pickles have a shelf life of many months. Many commercially-produced pickles
are fresh-packed.

Refrigerated pickles (sometimes called overnight pickles) are made by placing the cucum-
bers in a vinegar solution and refrigerating them. This kind of pickle has a relatively
short shelf life, and even unopened jars should be kept refrigerated.

IL. Suggestions for teaching )

1. The teacher may begin by gi: ing a brief introduction to American coins and pickles and

2.



Ueait One 1. The Pickle far

then ask the students to answer the following questions as a warm-up.

D
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7

8)

How many kinds of coins are now in use in America? And what are they?

What word appears on each coin?

What do we usually find on the front side of a U.S. coin?

What are coins usually made of?

What is a pickle?

What is the most popular type of pickle?

What might be the main purpose of making pickles? (to keep food from going bad;
to preserve food for out-of-season use and for long journeys)

Do you like pickles? What is your favorite pickle? (pickled cucumber, pickled on-
ion, pickled cabbage ...)

2. Skimming is a good way to get a general idea of light reading — like popular magazines, .
simple short stories and entertainment sections of a newspaper — and it.usually takes
less than half the time it would take to read every word of the article. Encourage the
students to sweep the story and pick out the key part in each paragraph while reading
and then check if they have picked out the same one.

1Y)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

D

100

What used to stand in his parents’ bedroom?

(a pickle jar, para. 1)

What would Dad do before going to bed?

(toss the coins into the jar, para. 2)

What would Dad do after the jar was filled?

(take the coins to the bank; These are for my son’s college fund. para. 3)
What would Dad do with the change?

(start filling the jar again, para. 4)

What was Dad’s promise?

(But you’ll get there. I'll see to that. para. 5)

Did Dad continue to put coins in the jar after the author finished college?
(the pickle jar was gone ... para. 6)

What did the pickle jar define?

(how much my dad had loved me, para. 7)

Who was the new member of the family?

(our daughter Jessica, para. 8)

What did the couple find in the bedroom?

(... the old pickle jar, the bottom already covered with coins, para. 9
What did the author do then?

(... pulled out a fistful of coins and dropped them into the jar, para. 10)

3. The plot of this story is developed through first person description and centers around
the pickle jar where Dad stored coins to be used for his son’s education. In this story the
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College English  Extensive Reading (2)

author mentions the pickle jar three times: The pickle jar stood in his parents’ bedroom
before he went to college. (The coins would be used for his college fund.) The pickle
jar was removed from his parents’ bedroom after he finished college and took a job.
(The pickle jar had served its purpose.) The pickle jar reappeared in his parents’ bed-
room after his daughter Jessica was born. (The coins stored in the jar by his father
would be used for Jessica’s college fund.) The pickle jar in this story demonstrates a
father’s love for and great expectation of his son: the son will go to college and receive
a good education instead of being a textile worker like himself. When the author found
the jar standing in his parents’ bedroom again, he was greatly moved. He pulled out a
fistful of coins from his pocket and dropped them into the jar. The story ends with
Dad, carrying Jessica, and the author standing over the pickle jar, both filled with the
same emotions: the virtues of love, faith, determination and perseverance, which the
pickle jar symbolizes, will pass down in the family, generation after generation.

111. Sentences for the students to use as models )

. As far back as I can remember, the large pickle jar sat on the floor beside the dresser in
my parents’ bedroom. (L. 1)

. As a small boy I was always fascinated at the sounds the coins made as they were
dropped into the jar. (L. 4)

. Each and every time, as we drove to the bank, Dad would look at me hopefully.
(L. 16

. A lump rose in my throat as I stared at the spot beside the dresser where the jar had al-
ways stood. (L. 38)

. The pickle jar had taught me all these virtues far more eloquently than the most flowery
words could have done. (L. 42)

. No matter how rough things got at home, Dad continued to doggedly drop his coins into
the jar. (L. 54

. ... “you’ll never have to eat beans again unless you want to. ” (L. 62)

. To my amazement, there, as if it had never been removed, stood the old pickle jar, the
bottom already covered with coins. (L. 75)

T
-

IV. Some proverbs for the students to remember )

. Constant dripping wears away the stone.

2. Love will go through stone walls.

4-



it Oue 1. The Pickle far

Where love is, there is faith.

. A father’s goodness is higher than the mountains;

a mother’s goodness is deeper than the sea.

. Blood is thicker than water.

\“’] V. Key to Lesson 1 )

Comprehension of the text.

1.
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Learning to use phrases and expressions from the text.

1.

2.

1) merrier 2) cashier 3) copper 4) textile 5) counter
6) lump 7) squatted 8) virtue 9) stacked 10) grinned

1) The poverty of the family didn’t frustrate him; to the contrary, he became more de-
termined to work hard and decide his own fate.

2) While Mr. Wang was in hospital, his two daughters took turns looking after him.
However, to my amazement, his beloved son never turned up.

3) You could become a good musician, but your lack of practice is holding you back.

4) A recent study shows that parents in almost all the families studied make great ef-
forts to control their children and keep them out of trouble and danger, but many of
them fail to see to the ways in which they talk to their children.

5) Half a year after being laid off from the textile mill, she found a way out of her dif-
ficulties by opening a day nursery.



g 0O

2. Manners

L Information related to che st )

1. Some tips addressed to parents on how to teach their children good manners:

Good manners are a very important key to your child’s social success. but no child is
born with good manners. So teaching them is a parents’ responsibility.

Beyond teaching “please” and “thank you”. many parents aren’t sure how to teach
their child good manners. Teaching a child what behavior is expected is a daily process,
and you’ll have many opportunities each day to nudge your child in the right direction.
Keep these points in mind:

Teach, don’t scold.

It’s easy to assume that your child is purposely using bad manners. when. in fact. he
just needs a lesson or two. Be specific when you teach your child, and remember that many
follow-up lessons will be necessary. For example. instead of saying. “Don’t be so rude!”
you can respond this way, “It’s impolite to belch at the table, but if you do. it’s proper to

”

say ‘excuse me’.
Rephrase.

When your child states his feelings in a less-than-polite way. you can rephrase what
he’s already said in the way you find acceptable. For example., if he says. “Yuck! I hate
this green stuff!” you can politely correct him by saying. “What I’d like to hear you say is.

”

‘I don’t care for spinach’.



