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1. U.S. Early Childhood Education
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About forty years ago, only five percent of American children
who were three or four years old attended early education programs.
Today, about two-thirds of the children of that age go to
preschools, nursery schools or daycare centers with educational
programs. Many education experts say this is a good situation.
They say young children who have some kind of preschool education
do much better when they attend school.

Young children in preschool programs learn colors and num-
bers. They identify common objects and letters of the alphabet to
prepare them for reading. They sing and play games that use num-
bers and maps. They learn to cooperate with teachers and other
children. Many preschool programs include activities to help young
children learn about the world around them. For example, children
visit places like zoos, museums and fire and police stations.

After preschool, most American children attend kindergarten
-1



in public schools. Most children start kindergarten at about age
five. Many American kindergartens now require skills taught in
early education programs. So children who have not attended a
preschool program may not be ready for kindergarten.

Many families, however, lack enough money to send their
children to private nursery schools or preschools. Such schools may
cost several thousand dollars a year, as much as a public
university .

To help poor families, the government operates an education
program for young children called Head Start. Studies have shown
that many children from poor families do not do well in school.
Studies also have shown that children in Head Start programs per-
form equally well or better than other children when they start
school. But the government currently is providing Head Start with
enough money to serve only about sixty percent of the children who
need this program.

Educators have expressed concern that some early childhood
education programs are not good enough. The United States has
about eighty thousand preschools, nursery schools and daycare cen-
ters. The National Association for the Education of Young Children
studies these schools. The association says it has approved only
about ten percent of the preschools in the country. Experts say

American children need more and better preschool education.
T B
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Directions: The following questions are based on the above passage .
For each of them there are four choices marked A ), B), C) and
D). You should decide on the best choice .
1. The pupils of kindergarten in a public school are usually
years old.
A)S B) 3 C) 6 D) 2
2. The pupils in preschools are usually under the age of

A) 7 B) 6 C) 5 D) 4
3. How much money is it needed for a college student in a public
university in a year?
A) A few dollars. B) Scores of dollars.
C) Hundreds of dollars. D) Thousands of dollars.
4. Head Start programs usually target



A) the poor children

B) the poor college students

C) the poor families

D) the kindergarten schools

. The National Association for the Education of Young Children

the present preschool education.

A) supports B) is not satisfied with
C) is proud of D) is disappointed about
KEY

1.A 2.C 3.D 4. A 5.B



2. Special Education
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More than six million American students have physical or
mental problems. These disabilities make it difficult for them to do
normal schoolwork. Some of these children cannot see, hear, or
learn normally. Other children have mental problems that prevent
them from cooperating in a classroom.

Some disabled students attend special public or private schools
operated to provide for their needs. However, many disabled chil-
dren attend special classes in public schools. Students with minor
learning problems often study one or two subjects in programs de-
signed for them. They also attend classes with non-disabled
children.

For years, most children with special needs were not permit-
ted to attend public schools. As recently as twenty-seven years ago,
public schools accepted only one in five disabled children. Many

states had laws that barred children with mental problems or limited
. 5 .



intelligence. They also barred those who could not see or hear.

By 1975, however, Americans had demanded legislation to
improve life for people with special needs. That year, Congress
passed the Education for All Handicapped Children Act. The law is
now known as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. It
orders public schools to accept and educate all children. The Office
of Special Education Programs in the Department of Education su-
pervises programs for disabled students.

The office says the law has meant many gains for disabled
children and their families. The majerity of such children now at-
tend their local public schools in classrooms with non-disabled chil-
dren. Many more disabled students complete high school than in
the past. And many more disabled students are now going to
college.

However, experts say there are still problems in special edu-
cation in the United States. For example, some schools do not have
teachers trained to work with disabled students. Other schools lack
needed equipment or supplies. Parents of disabled students often
must become activists to get the right services for their children.

The nation currently spends more than seven thousand million
dollars a year on special education. Experts and families say much

more is needed to provide necessary services.
i B
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Directions : The following questions are based on the above passage .
For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and
D). You should decide on the best choice .
1. If children with mental problem they may most probably have
difficulties to
A) hear
B) see
C) use a pen

D) communicate with other children

2. A child has problem if he or she cannot walk on
foot .
A) a physical B) a mental
C) an out-of-class D) a mathematic

3. The disabled students in the United States are not likely to at-
tend according to the passage.

A) public school B) private school



C) special public school D) charter school

. Only 30 years ago, of the disabled children were ac-
cepted by public schools.
A) 5% B) 10%
C) 20% D) 30%

. What does “gain” mean in “the law has meant many gains for

disabled children and their families” ?

A) Increase. B) Profit.
C) Accumulation. D) Acquisition.
KEY

1.D 2.A 3.D 4.C 5. B



3. Schools Around the World
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Teachers in eight nations and Hong Kong are taking part in an
unusual exchange of information. They are sharing excellent work
by their students in mathematics and science. The program is
called Schools Around the World.

Teachers taking part in the program use computer technology
to exchange work by students. One goal is to develop and continue
student excellence in mathematics and science. Another is to im-
prove the skills of teachers in the program. A national organization
called the Council for Basic Education in Washington, D.C. oper-
ates Schools Around the World.

Carol Stoel directs the program. She says about five hundred
teachers are involved in Schools Around the World. These teachers
take part in the program after being trained.

Schools Around the World enables educators separated by dis-

tance to communicate by computer. They increase knowledge about
. 9 .



