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Read for pleasure;

Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Tas Ring Frthur
only a Legend?

G o, King Arthur was not only a legend. In the ninth
century, a historian called Nennius wrote a book
called Historia Britonum. It was a history of Britain,

about the life of the Celtic leader, Arthur, and his knights !.

Nennius wrote that Arthur was a great Celtic military leader of

the 5th and 6th century. He fought against the

Saxons, from the year 513 to 537. He and

his men won many battles against the

Saxons.

His people loved and remembered him
for centuries after. There are lots of old
ballads ?, songs, poems and stories
about Arthur and his knights.

In 1470, Sir Thomas Malory wrote
about King Arthur and his castle,
Camelot. His writings are a
complete and accurate 3 record * of
the King’s life and times.

Today there are many books and films in
different languages on this exciting subject 5. King Arthur is so
famous that he is part of the Briten literary cyclee.

1. knights : 451 o 4. record : i3k ©
2. ballads : i - 5. subject : £l -
3. accurate : ¥§ffi#y o 6. cycle : fi¥f o
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Important Places During
Arthur’s Time

— = R — )
( Glastonbury Cadbury astle

W’here Arthur was Camelot.
4 buried.

S——— ¢
( Tintagel

f Arthur was born

§ here.

(l; S SO |

P

( Dozmary Pool
A i
| The lake where Arthur TWinchester

‘ A Rxoatims. | This is where the
é famous Round Table

\—J‘L/AL/




a. Nennius was

b. Nennius wrote that
King Arthur

c. From the year 513
to 537

d. His people remembered
him

e. Historia Britonum

o Match the correct parts of the sentences.

1.

2.

This is a medieval map of Britain in the year 600 AD.

with songs, poems and
stories.

is a historic book about
King Arthur and his times.

was a great Celtic leader of
the 6th century.

Arthur fought against the
Saxons.

a historian of the 9th
century.




Before Frthur’s Time

he first inhabitants ' of Britain were probably the Celts.
They came from Germany in the third century BC.

. The Roman general 2, Julius Caesar, invaded? Britain in the
year 54 BC. He had 25,000 soldiers and 2,000 horses. But he did not
stay in Britain. He went to fight the Gauls in France.

In 43 AD. the Roman Emperor Claudius invaded Britain. This time
the Romans stayed. Britain became a Roman province*, called
Britannia.

The Romans built roads, walls and towns. There are many Roman
remains® in Britain. Hadrian’s Wall is a good example. It was built by
the Roman Emperor Hadrian in 122 AD. He built it in the north of
Britain to keep out® the Scots. It is about 120 kilometres long. It took
six years to build.

The Romans left Britain in 410 AD. after
350 years.

During the fifth and sixth century, the
Angles and the Saxons invaded Britain.
The legendary 7 King Arthur fought against

these invaders and others.

These are two sides of a Roman coin. It was made
to celebrate Claudius’s victory in Britain. One side

shows Emperor Claudius and the other shows him

W riding his horse. Notice the writing ‘De Britann’ on
the coin.
4. province : H 4 °
inhabitants : J& [ © 5. remains : i o
general : ¥ % - 6. keep out : PH$Y -
invaded : {2 ° 7. legendary : f& #F#EMY o

L.
2.
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the name of the Roman province? Circle them.
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BEFORE READING

What is a legend?

A legend begins as a true story, but as the years pass some things
are added to it, and some things are forgotten.

|
!
! S0, a legend is a mix of historical facts and popular fantasy.

1 What words do you think of when you hear these words:
| King Arthur and his Knights? Circle the words.

| cities horses Indians
castles ships artists swords
forests snow knights magic
books armour battles

—~—

2 What is your favourite legend?




CHAPTER ONE

n the year 493, Uther Pendragon became King of
Britain. He had a counsellor ' named Merlin. Merlin
was also a magician?.
When King Uther’s son Arthur was born, Merlin
said, “Your son must grow up away from the court. It is safer!’
Merlin gave the baby son to Sir Ector and his wife. They raised?
him well.
When King Uther died in 509, Britain had no king. The
country had many problems.
Merlin went to the Archbishop of Canterbury * and said, ‘Britain
must have a king. We must find one. Call all the noblemen of the

kingdom. Tell them to meet at the great church in London on

counsellor : Jiii[1] o

magician ; AUl o

raised : ¥ 7F °

Archbishop of Canterbury : HR4:AE £ # -
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