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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Jurigprudence has two meanings. In the civil
law tradition of Europe it means the collectivity of
decisions of a particular court. In the common law
tradition of England, United States, and other com-
mon law countries it means legal philosophy.

Philosophy consists in raising fundamental ques-
tions and seeking the truth. Thus, in philosophy
of science we ask what are patterns of scientific
explanation, what is accidental and nomic univer-
sality in the character of scientific laws, what are
major components in theories, such as the logical
skeleton of the explanatory system, its empirical
content, and its conceptual or visualizable materi-
al, what is the cognitive status of theories, and so
on. Or, in moral philosophy we ask such questions
as what is it that people do when they engage into
a moral discourse. In legal philosophy we raise
such questions as what is law, what is justice, what
is an offense, what is punishment, what are rights,
and the like.

This book examines the central question about
the nature of law. What is law? How is to be
defined? What are its essential aspects? To that
end, it examines various theories that have been

1



