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Recognizing Words in Context

An Alphabet of Dois—A Key to Learning
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Developing Word Sense

When you are reading and find a word you are not
sure of, look at the words and sentences that come
before and after the word for clues to its meaning. As
you read this passage, look closely at all of the sen-
tences in paragraph two.

How important can a fifteen-year-old’s work
be? Well, Louis Braille’s work changed the
world.

Braille was born in 1809. When he was
three, he was struck in the eye with a sharp
tool. He became completely blind. He wanted
to learn, but in his small town there was no
school to teach him. At that time, most
blind people did not become educated. Braille
went to Paris to study. But there were few
books for the blind. '

Louis knew that books were the key to
learning. He struggled with ideas for three
years. Finally, at fifteen, he invented an
alphabet made with raised dots. The dots
were arranged in a certain pattern for each
letter. Blind people could then “read’’ by feel-
ing the patterns of the dots.

It was many years before his invention was
widely used. But the Braille alphabet still
helps the blind gain the knowledge found
in books,

Ne o

Find the Best Meaning
Put an x 1n the box before the best answer.
“Louis knew that books were the key to

"

learning.
O a.
O b.
Oc.

In this sentence, key means

a metal instrument for unlocking doors.
a list of answers.

the important thing that makes some-
thing possible.

0O d. a scale of musical notes.

Putting Context to Work

Braille’s handicap is mentioned three times
in the sentences in paragraph two. Write the
word that tells what Braille’s handicap was.
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Recognizing Words in Context

ENTERTAINMENT

The Trick of
Fire-Eating

Developing Word Sense

The context of a passage is made up of all the words
in it. It is the setting. Because the passage is about
one thing, we can say that the words in the passage
are all used in the same context. Use context to help

you learn more about words as you are reading.

“Ladies and gentlemen, you won’t believe
your eyes! Watch the center ring as Ferdinand
the Great swallows a flamigg.torch.”

You may have heard a cgl%zéringmaster
shout these words. Your eyes probably never
left Ferdinand'’s face. You knew that no one
could really swallow flames, but you saw it
with your own two eyes. Or did you?

Some circus tricks truly depend on courage
and skill. Others, such as acts with fire, depend
on chemicals and tricks. A fire-breather, for
instance, places in his cheek a gponge that has
been soaked in a special substance. When he
blows the fumes from the sponge onto a lit
candle, great flames, leap up. It looks like he’s
breathing fire.

Fire-eating depends on a special way of

breathing. The performer looks like he is eating _

a burning torch. But, in reality, he breathes
on the torch and puts it out before it enters
his mouth. This trick takes practice and exact
timing. If the flame goes out too soon, the
audience will notice. If it goes out too late,
the fire-eater’s throat could be burned to a
crisp!

Find the Best Meaning
Put an x in the box before the best answer.
A fire-breather blows fumes from a sponge

onto a candle flame. Fumes are
O a. tricks.

O b. vapors.

Oc. air.

0O d. liquids.

Putting Context to Work

A sentence in the third paragraph talks about
a special substance. The sentence that comes
before contains a word that tells what*kind of
a substance it is. Find the word and circle it.
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Recognizing Words in Context SCIENCE

What a Fine Web It Weaves!

Developing Word Sense

The word but is important to a reader. In the middle
of a sentence, it means that something different or
opposite is coming up. In the third paragraph of this
passage, the word helps us to understand what is
meant by solidify. ‘

What do you know about spiders? You
probably have observed their webs, but do
you know how the webs are formed?

First the spider spins the central strands.
These long strands are not sticky like the rest
of the web. The spider walks on them while it
builds the remainder of its web. Weaving
strands back and forth, it fills in the pattern.
Some of these strands are coated with a sticky
substance that helps the spider catch its prey.

The material the spider uses to make a web
comes from its body. Glands at its rear make
the substance. The strands are liquid when
they are made, but they solidify when they
hit the air.

Spiders don’t live in their webs. They hide
behind them, waiting for the dinner beli to
ring. When something lands on the web, the
web begins to shake. The spider scurries out
to investigate, and gets ready for a feast!

Find the Best Meaning

Isut an x in the box before the best answer.
The strands of the spider’s web solidify when
they hit the air. This means they

O a. fill in,

0] b. get sticky.

0 c. become hard.

3 d. grow long.

Putting Context to Work
Use the context, or the surrounding words in
the sentence, to complete this sentence.

When a spider is waiting for the “‘dinner bell to

ring,” it is waiting for something to
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Recognizing Words in Context

The Birth of Bask
L

Developing Word Sense

Good readers use the context of a word—the words
and sentences that come before and after it in a story
or passage—to help them understand a new and
unfamiliar word. As you read, look to the surround-
ing words for help in understanding the meaning of
any word you are unsure of.

Basketball is a sport enjoyed by mi!lions of
fans in at least 100 countries. |t's one of the
best-known sports in the world. It all began
in 1891.

Dr. James A. Naismith, the father of basket-
ball, was an instructor at a YMCA training
school. The school trained people to work in
YMCA:s. Officials at the school were concerned
about the low attendance during the winter
months. They felt that people didn’t attend .
then because the school did not have a good
winter sports program. So they asked
Dr. Naismith for help. He came up with a new
indoor game.

Naismith studied current games. He found
that all the most popular games used a ball.
So a ball would be part of his new game, he
decided. But kicking the ball or hitting it
would be too rough for indoors. So he put
two peach baskets up on poles. The players
had to try to throw a soccer ball into them.
Naismith then made thirteen rules for the
game. Twelve of them are still in use today.
Just seven years after the game began, profes-
sional basketball teams were formed.

And that’s how basketball was born.

thall

Find the Best Meaning

Put an x in the box before the best answer:
YMCA officials were concerned about
attendance. This means they were

O a. angry. '

0O b. uninterested.

O c. organized.

0O d. worried.

Putting Context to Work

The passage tells us that Dr. Naismith studied
current games. What are current games? Under-
line your answer.

a. Games being played at the time
b. New games to be played for the first time

c. Old games no longer played
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Recognizing Words in Context

A House Full of History

Developing Word Sense _

Good readers use context as an aid to understanding
words and expressions as they read. The full meaning
of a word or expression comes through when it is
used in context, or together with other words.

The White House is the home of the President
of the United States and his family. It wasn’t
called the White House until Teddy Roosevelt
named it in 1901,

James Hoban designed the White House in
1792. He was awarded the job because he had
won a contest sponsored by the government.
His design had been selected as the best.

President John Adams was the first to live
in the White House. When he and his wife,
Abigail, moved in, it was a huge mansion in
the middie of a swamp. Many of the rooms
were unfinished. Abigail used the famous East
Room as a drying room for laundry. More
rooms were decorated every year. Rare shrubs
and trees were planted on the grounds.

Yet, all this work was for nothing. In the
War of 1812, the British burned the mansion
to the ground. The White House was rebuilt in
1817. The beauty of its decorations and
furnishings has been growing ever since.

Find the Best Meaning

Put an x in the box before the best answer.
The White House contest was sponsored by
the government. This means that the govern-
ment

{1 a. received the prize.

O b. invented the design.

O c. held the contest.

O d. was against having a contest.

Putting Context to Work

_An expression in the last paragraph tells us

that the White, House was completely
destroyed. Underline the expression.
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It Takes More Than
Wishing on a Star!

How Well Do You Remember Facts?

We all have dreams and wishes for getting ahead in
life. What facts are revealed in this person’s struggle
for success? Try to remember them as you read.

1 How do you think most dreams are ful-
filled? If you can’t count on a fairy godmother,
the best method is hard work. Mary Bethune
understood that. Through hard work, she
made her dream come true. Because of her
efforts, Blacks were able to get a better educa-
tion than ever before.

2 Bethune was born in South Carolina. She
was the child of former slaves. She worked in
fields, picking cotton, for the first ten years

of her life. Then a school for Black children
opened. Bethune begged to attend. A scholar-
ship sent her on to higher schooling.

3 She trained to be a missionary, but could
not find work. So she found a way to help the
people nearby. First she taught Black children.
Then Bethune built them a school. Years of
hard work to raise money paid off. For
twenty years, the school trained Black girls.
Then it merged with a men’s coliege. It became
Bethune-Cookman Junior College.

a4 Bethune knew that education had changed
her own life. She wanted to provide that
opportunity for all.

Fact-Finder Quiz

Put an x in the box before the best answer.
What did Bethune study to be?

0O a. A principal

O b. A missionary

O c. A minister

O d. A cotton picker

Get Your Facts Straight

The three facts below were revealed in the
first three paragraphs of the passage. Draw a
line to connect each fact to its paragraph.

Paragraph Fact

B Mary Bethune built a school.
2 Mary Bethune had dreams.
3 Mary Bethune went to school.
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As Funny As Ever

How Well Do You Remember Facts?

In this passage about Charlie Chaplin, you will learn
some things about him that made his films very
popular for so many years. As you read, look for
the name given to his special kind of comedy.

1 What makes Charlie Chaplin funny? Why
does the image of his face, with its tiny
moustache, stay in your mind? What makes
his funny, unbalanced walk so hard to forget?
Well, it may be a mixture of talents that made
Chaplin a comic genius.

2 His first film appeared in 1914. For the
next fifty years, Chaplin was tied to the film
world. His most famous films are City Lights,
Modern Times and The Gold Rush. These
films were made in the 1930s and 1940s. Yet
people still find them funny today. Why?

3 Chaplin created a character everyone could
love. He always played a friendly tramp. He

used pantomime. With no words at all, Chaplin

made the tramp funny, lovable and

unforgettable.

4 Chaplin was daring. He combined slapstick
with sentiment. Slapstick is a type of silly
comedy that involves lots of body movement.
Sentiment is tender feelings. By mixing the
two, Chaplin made films whose appeal has
lasted for many years.

Fact-Finder Quiz

Put an x in the box before the best answer.
Which of these things did Charlie Chaplin not
use in his movies?

0O a. Asilly costume

O b. Clever words

O c. Slapstick

O d. Pantomime

Get Your Facts Straight
Which paragraph in the passage tells about a
special type of comedy? Circle the number.

1 2 3 4
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Recalling Facts SCIENCE

THE BuiLpiNne BrLocks oF LirFE

How Well Do You Remember Facts?

In this passage about cells, we learn that all living
things are made up of cells. As you read, look for the
ways all cells are alike and the ways they are different.

Look around you. How many different forms
of life can you see? Most likely there are
people close by, but you ma'’ =2 able to see
other living things, too. Are there any plants,
fish or small animals in your room? Besides
being alive, do you know what all of these
creatures have in common? The answer is cells.
All living things, regardless of size, are made
up of cells.

All cells are made up of cytoplasm and a
nucleus. The nucleus controls the actions of
the cell. Cytoplasm surrounds the nucleus. It
carries out the work of the cell. The contents
of each cell are held in by a cell membrane.

Although animal cells are different from
plant cells, all animal cells are made up of the
same parts. The exact number and type of
cells are different in each living thing. That
is what makes a seal different from an ant.

Fact-Finder Quiz

Put an x in the box before the best answer.
The nucleus controls

O a. the actions of the cell.

O b. the contents of each cell.

O c. the number and type of cells.

0O d. the work of the cell.

Get Your Facts Straight
Fill in the blanks with the correct words.

The and of cells

make each living thing different.
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GOING FOR THE
GOLD

How Well Do You Remember Facts?

If you‘ve ever seen Olympic events on television, you
know how hard the female gymnasts compete. As
you read this passage, notice the various events each
girl participates in during the Games.

Many people who watched the 1976 Olympics
felt that the competition between two partic-
ular young girls was the most thrilling sports
contest of all time. Olga Korbut, a Russian,
and Nadia Comaneci, a Rumanian, challenged
each other for the gold medal in gymnastics.

The first two days of gymnastics were for
team events. Olga’s scores were 9.75 on the
vault, 9.8 on the balance beam, and 9.9 on
the bars. But they weren’t the highest scores.
Nadia finished her bar routine and waited for
the score. The board lit up with a 1. The
crowd fell silent over such a low score. Then
they burst out clapping. They realized it meant
a 10. The scoreboard was programmed to reach
only 9.99. It had no way to record a 10. So it
lit up a 1. Nadia achieved the first perfect score
ever given in the Games. Yet Nadia’s high score
could not push her team ahead. The Russians
won the team event.

The next two days were for individual
competition. In these events, 14-year-old Nadia
got three more perfect 10s and three gold
medals. This time she came out on top!

Fact-Finder Quiz

Put an x in the box before the best answer.
What country was Olga Korbut from?

O a. Bulgaria

O b. Rumania

O c. Russia

0O d. The United States

Get Your Facts Straight
Without looking back, circle the events that
were mentioned in the passage.

balance beam bars
floor routine trapeze
vault rings
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The Longest Wall

How Well Do You Remember Facts?

° You may have seen pictures of the Great Wall of
China. If you have, you know that it is very huge. As
you read this passage, see if the facts and details fit
the picture of the wall that you have in mind.

The longest fortified wall ever built is in
northern China. It is known as the Great Wall.
It stretches for 1,500 miles. That’s as long as
the distance from New York City to Dallas,
Texas.

The Great Wall is about twenty-five feet
high. Towers thirty-five to forty-five feet high
are set into the wall every 200 yards or so.
These towers once held guards. A roadway
wide enough for horsemen was made along
the top. The wall is made of brick, earth and
stone. It was built completely by hand and
took hundreds of years to finish.

The Chinese emperors had the wall built
around 200 B.C. It was built to keep the
Tartars out of China. The Tartars were fierce
warriors who often swept down into China on

their fast horses. They carried off livestock,
women and gold. So fierce were their acts
that they were thought to be from Tartarus,
which is the Greek word for hell. That’s how
they got their name.

Fact-Finder Quiz

Put an x in the box before the best answer.
How tall are the guard towers of the Great
Wall?

O a. 25 feet high

O b. 35 to 45 feet high

O c. over 50 feet high

0O d. 200 years or so

Get Your Facts Straight

The story tells us what the Great Wall is made
of. Four things are listed below. One of them
was not used in building the wall. Circle

that material.
brick granite

earth- stone

10




