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FOREWORD

The menacing advances of Communism in Asia have led
the United States government to try a variety of policies
there in the interest of the preservation of freedom. These
include the formation of military alliances, the provision
of economic assistance and technical aid, the dissemina-
tion of information, and  the encouragement of cultural
exchange. However, the results to date have raised some
question as to whether the real character of the problem
confronting us in Asia has yet been fully explored. It is
necessary to know more about the nature of Communism
as a social and political force in Asia. What distinguishes
those who are recruited to this movement? What do they
expect to find in Communism and what does it mean to
them to become members of this international revolutionary
cult>? What considerations are likely to be the most com-
pelling in causing them to reject Communism?

In the following pages Professor Pye seeks answers to
fundamental questions of this order. The bulk of his work
is based on detailed interviews which he conducted with
Chinese who had been members of the Malayan Com-
munist Party. Through his analysis of the personal and
psychological problems of people who have experienced the
great social and political upheavals of contemporary Asia,
we can gain a better understanding of what motivates their
political behavior.

Although this is a case study of the Malayan Communist
Party, the findings have far broader implications. They
provide new insights into the relationships of Communism
and Chinese culture, and they give us a better understand-
ing of many features of political behavior in economically
underdeveloped societies. In the concluding chapter, the
author offers a discerning analysis of the basic problems
which must be overcome if underdeveloped societies are
to realize free and representative institutions.

This study bears a close relationship to Professor Gabriel
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FOREWORD

A. Almond’s volume, The Appeals of Communism, which
was the first book in the series published under the auspices
of the Center of International Studies. The Center was
established at Princeton University in 1g51. Its basic purpose
is to bring to bear on the elucidation of foreign policy
problems the full resources of available knowledge and
modern methods of analysis. To this end it engages in and
publishes research directed toward the development of sys-
tematic, disciplined, and comprehensive appraisals of the
varied aspects of international relations, with special em-
phasis on the foreign policy of the United States. The mem-
bers of the Center work at all times in close association, but
each member is free to formulate his research project in his
own way and each published study represents an individual
analysis of a problem.

FreDERICK S. DUNN

Director

Center of International Studies
Princeton University
April 26, 1956
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