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THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO

CRITICAL THEORY

Critical Theory constitutes one of the major intellectual tra-
ditions of the twentieth century and is centrally important
for philosophy, political theory, aesthetics and the theory of
art, the study of modern European literatures and music, the
history of ideas, sociology, psychology, and cultural stud-
ies. In this volume an international team of distinguished
contributors examines the major figures in Critical The-
ory, including Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse, Benjamin, and
Habermas, as well as lesser known but important thinkers
such as Pollock and Neumann. The volume surveys the
shared philosophical concerns that have given impetus to
Critical Theory throughout its history, while at the same
time showing the diversity among its proponents that con-
tributes so much to its richness as a philosophical school.
The result is an illuminating overview of the entire history
of Critical Theory in the twentieth century, an examination
of its central conceptual concerns, and an in-depth discus-
sion of its future prospects.
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First World War ends. German Socialist Revolution.

Ernst Bloch {1885-1977), Spirit of Utopia

Treaty of Versailles. Founding of the Weimar Republic.
Walter Benjamin {1892-1940), The Concept of Art Criticism
in German Romanticism

Institute of Social Research founded in Frankfurt, funded by
a private donation of Hermann Weil, a multimillionaire
importer and grain merchant. Carl Griinberg, the “Father of
Austrian Socialism,” is installed as its first director, with
Friedrich Pollock {1894~1970) as his assistant. The Archive
of the History of Socialism and the Labor Movement, which
Griinberg founded in 1910, relocates to Frankfurt and
becomes the house organ of the Institute.

Karl Korsch (1886-1961), Marxism and Philosophy

Gyorgy Lukics (1885-1971), History and Class
Consciousness

Leo Lowenthal (1900-93) joins the Institute.

Theodor Adorno (1903-69) begins his association with

the Institute.

Benjamin, The Origin of German Tragic Drama

Max Horkheimer (1895-1973) joins the Institute as its
director. Griinberg’s Archive ceases publication. Erich
Fromm (1900-80) joins the Institute.

Journal for Social Research begins publication. Herbert
Marcuse (1898-1979) joins the Institute.

End of the Weimar Republic. Hitler becomes chancellor.
Institute buildings are searched by the Gestapo and
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converted to use for the Nazi Student League. Institute
moves provisionally to Geneva.

The Institute relocates to Morningside Heights in New York
City, loosely affiliated with Columbia University.
Horkheimer, Fromm, Lowenthal, Marcuse, and Pollock
emigrate to the United States. Adorno registers as an
“advanced student” at Oxford. Institute’s empirical research
severely curtailed.

Franz Neumann {1900-54) joins the Institute. Publication of
the collaborative Studies on Authority and the Family
Horkheimer “Traditional and Critical Theory”

Adorno becomes a formal member of the Institute and
moves to New York.

Second World War begins in Europe.

Fromm leaves the Institute. Studies in Philosophy and
Social Sciences replaces the Journal as the periodical
publication of the Institute.

Fleeing the Nazis, Benjamin commits suicide in Port-Bou on
the French-Spanish border. Hannah Arendt, who crosses the
border at the same point a few months later, passes on to
Adorno a manuscript copy of Benjamin’s Theses on the
Philosophy of History. The Institute publishes them

in 1942.

Bombing of Pearl Harbor and expansion of the war to the
Pacific. Horkheimer, Adorno, and Marcuse resettle in Santa
Monica, outside Los Angeles, forming part of a southern
California German émigré colony including inter alia the
novelist Thomas Mann, the composer Arnold Schénberg,
and the poet and playwright Bertolt Brecht. Pollock and
Neumann remain on the east coast. Last issue of Studies in
Philosophy and Social Sciences appears, ending the
Institute’s ongoing serial publication of its work.

Fromm, Escape from Freedom

Marcuse, Reason and Revolution

Marcuse and Neumann have joined the OSS (Office of
Strategic Services), the war era precursor to the CIA, in
Washington, DC. Pollock works for the US Department of
Justice’s anti-trust division. Léwenthal consults for the
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Chronology XV

Office of War Information. This leaves only Horkheimer and
Adorno to pursue purely theoretical work.

Neumann, Behemoth

World War Two ends.

Adorno and Horkheimer, Dialectic of Enlightenment
Horkheimer and Adorno return to Frankfurt to reestablish
the Institute there. Léwenthal leaves the Institute and
remains in America, as do Marcuse and Neumann.
Adorno, Minima Moralia

Adorno appointed codirector of the Institute with
Horkheimer. Horkheimer retires in 1958. Jiirgen Habermas
(1929-) becomes Adorno’s assistant and a member of the
Institute in 1956.

Marcuse, Eros and Civilization

Marcuse publishes the best-selling One-Dimensional Man
and becomes a philosophical mentor to the American New
Left and Student movements.

Adorno, Negative Dialectics

Habermas, Knowledge and Human Interests and
Technology and Science as “Ideology”

SDS protests in Frankfurt. Adorno summons the police to
arrest students who have “occupied” his offices. Rupture
between the German student movement and the Institute.
Adorno dies on holiday in Switzerland.

Posthumous publication of Adorno’s unfinished Aesthetic
Theory. Habermas turns down offer to direct the Institute
and instead takes a position at the Max Plank Institute in
Starnberg, outside of Munich. Beginning of a two
decade-long period during which the Institute ceases to be
the focus for Critical Theory. Various themes in
post-Adornian critical theory taken up in the writings of
Karl-Otto Apel (1922-), Claus Offe (1940-), and Albrecht
Wellmer (1939-), among others.

Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action

Axel Honneth {1949-), Struggle for Recognition

Honneth joins the Institute.
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