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About this Book

Human rights have been described at various points in history as ‘nonsense’
by their detractors and as ‘secular religion’ by their supporters. They are
inescapably controversial, but at this point in time many people believe they
are indispensable. Human rights provide a set of normative standards against
which the performance of governments can be assessed, and are referred to
increasingly in the quest for social, cultural and economic justice as well as
for the protection of civil liberties. In this risk-conscious age, where security
looms large as a political goal, human rights can provide the language and
concepts to ask critical questions about the harms, benefits and limits of state
action and inaction. Is the security of some people being pursued at the
expense of the rights of others? Or are some fundamental rights and freedoms
being sacrificed completely in the name of community safety, in a way that
will benefit no one in the longer term? We believe that the positioning of
criminology in an arena in which individuals and groups encounter the
power and the promise of the state makes the critical study of human rights
an essential element of contemporary criminological inquiry.

The purpose of this text is to build bridges between the knowledge
domains of criminology and human rights. It is aimed at established crimi-
nologists and advanced students of criminology with little or no prior knowl-
edge of human rights. While the book is suitable as a text for specialized
undergraduate or postgraduate courses in human rights, crime and criminal
justice, it has also been drafted with the independent reader in mind. In the
first section, we provide a broad, multidisciplinary introduction to human
rights concepts, and the law and practice of human rights. In the second
section, human rights thinking is applied systematically to a range of well-
established topics within criminology and criminal justice. In the final
section, we identify some broad research themes within criminology that we
believe illustrate the growing relevance of human rights in a globalizing
world.

The book does not include important developments relating to the
creation of the International Criminal Court and its dealings with large-scale
international crimes such as genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity. Nor does it review the ground-breaking work that is being done
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by criminologists on transitional justice and peacemaking in international
arenas. This is not because we consider these topics to be irrelevant to crimi-
nology or insignificant in the wider scheme of things. Rather, it is because
important and highly specialized books are already being written on these
subjects (see Parmentier and Weitekamp 2007; Stanley 2009; Braithwaite et al.
2010; Savelsberg 2010).

Moreover, these emerging areas of study extend the scope of criminology
beyond the usual concern with the maintenance of social order within gener-
ally peaceful and stable societies, towards an engagement with fundamental
questions of war and peace. While we wish to endorse these developments
towards a more globally aware discipline, our focus is deliberately on the
more familiar concerns of what we call ‘everyday criminology’, as it is usually
practised within advanced democracies. Instead of seeking to extend the
boundaries of criminology to become more globally focused, we are attempt-
ing to locate human rights within more well-trodden criminological territory.
Rather than seeing human rights as applicable only to distant places with
unstable and undemocratic governments, we hope to illuminate some of the
connections between domestic criminology and the international human
rights arena. This leads us to consider how human rights can be relevant to
the operation of criminal law (Chapter 6), crime prevention at the local and
national levels (Chapter 7), accountable policing (Chapter 8), and the pursuit
of criminal justice (Chapters 9 to 12).

Our approach to the promise and pitfalls of human rights is both circum-
spect and hopeful. We are mindful of the arrogance of simply assuming the
universal acceptance of human rights, the naivety of the unreflective confla-
tion of human rights with the content of human rights law, the danger and
hypocrisy of using human rights as a shield while pursuing individual or elite
interests, and the limitations of law of any kind in the face of entrenched
injustice. Still, we see in human rights an important framing that is becom-
ing essential for criminologists to understand, if not embrace, under condi-
tions of globalization that are transforming both the world and the discipline.
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