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PREFACE.

Thue journey, which afforded me the oppor-
tunity of visiting, in company with my sister
Elizabeth Fry, the prisons, to which the fel-
lowing little work relates, was taken during
the eighth and ninth months (August and
September) of the last year. We travel-
led along the great north road through
York to Edinburgh; from Edinburgh, by
the eastern coast of Scotland, to Aberdeen ;
from Aberdeen, by the inland route through
Forfarand Perth, back again to Edinburgh;
thence, after a few days spent in that city,
to Glasgow; from Glasgow to Carlisle, from
Carlisle to Kendal, Lancaster, Liverpool,
Manchester, Sheflield; from Sheffield, by
Wakefield, againto York; from York, lastly,
to our respective homes, one in the neigh-
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v PREFACE.

bourhood of Norwich, the other in that of
London.

The principal object of our journey was
connected with the concerns of our own re-
ligious Society, that of Friends; but we also
made a point of inspecting the prisons in
the several towns, through which we passed.
In the course of this engagement, we ob-
served a variety of particulars, which inter-
ested and affected us; and I think it right to
communicate to the public the information
which we collected, in the hope that it may
afford some fresh stimulus, to the zeal al-
ready prevalent for improving our system of

prison discipline.

It appears the more desirable to take this
step, because incorrect statements respect-
ing some of these prisons have found their
way, in connexion with our visit, into the

provincial newspapers ; and it is evidently a



PREFACE. v

matter of importance, that the Public should
he made acquainted with the real condi-

tion of these places of confinement.

The better the actual state of our prisons
18 known and understood, the more clearly
will all men see the necessity of those ar-
rangements, by which they may be rendered
schools of industry and virtue, instead of the

very nurseries of crime.

In a late interesting publication, the in-
quiry has been ably instituted, < whether
crime and misery are produced or prevented
by our present system of prison discipline.”
To that inquiry, the author alluded to, by
his description of several ill regulated pri-
sons, has given but too plain an answer: he
has at the same time presented to us some
prominent instances of a favourable kind ;
and, on the whole view of his case, has esta-

blished the following important proposition—



vi PREFACE.

that by those jails on the one hand, which are
conducted on bad principles, crime and mi-
sery are produced and multiplied : and on
the other hand, that prisons, in which the
prisoners are classified, inspected, instruct-
ed, and employed, have a powerful tendency
to that, by which crime and misery will cer-

tainly be lessened, viz. the reformation of
criminals.

To strengthen and confirm this proposi-
tion, by a variety of additional facts, is the

chief object of the present work.

My Notes on all the more important pri-
sons which we visited, have been read to the
respective jailers, and have been carefully
corrected since the date of our visit, by gen-
tlemen on the spot. They may therefore,
I trust, be considered accurate: they will
not, however, be found to enter minutely in-

to all the various details of each prison, but
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body the sentiments entertained by my sister
Elizabeth Fry, whose experience with respect
to prisons is much greater than my own. As
I am persuaded of the truth and importance
of those sentiments, and as they have been
fully confirmed by my own observation, I
hope I shall be excused, if I have been inad-
vertent enough, in any part of the work, to
press them upon the reader a little too con-
fidently.

Earruam near NorwicH,
First month 14th, 1819.
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N OTE S

Doncaster Fail.*

——m—

Ths jail consists of a small court-yard, two
rooms on the ground floor, and two others above
them; the rooms severally furnished with a small
bed, and measuring thirteen feet square. Of the
lower rooms, one is for male criminals of all de-
scriptions, the other for male vagrants: of the up-
per rooms, one for females, whether debtors, va-
grants,or criminals; the other for male debtors.
Fifteen persons have at times been locked up
together for the night in the apartment allotted
to male criminals, that apartment measuring as
before stated thirteen feet square. 'The state
of these poor wretches, when thus situated,
must have been in a very high degree miserable
and unhealthy. In the male vagrants’ room
there is no light when the door is shut, except
through a hole in the door, and of course no ven-
tilation. The criminals in this jail are ironed;
they are allowed eightpence per day and firing,

* Visited eighth month (Aug ) 20th, 1818, in company with
several members of the Society of Friends, and two magistrates
of the town.
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2 DONCASTER JAIL.

but neither clothing nor soap. They are totally
unemployed, and receive no instruction whatever.
Forty persons have been confined in this jail at
once; but at this time there were only five pri-
soners here. 'The doors of the four rooms being
necessarily kept open during the day, the prisoners
of all descriptions, debtors and criminals, malc and
Jfemale, associate freely together. 'Who can won-
der that crimes increase? Who does not perceive
the tendency of such an association to convert into
felons, the vagrant, the misdemeanant, the debtor?
One of the vagrants at thistime in the prison was a
Scotch woman, who having lost her husband, and
having herselfjustrecovered froma seriousillness,
was travelling homewards in company with her
little child. She complained bitterly of her situa-
tion. ¢ What could I do?” she said—¢ I dared
not steal ; Iliked not to beg: destitute and afflict-
ed, what could I do, but apply to the magistrates
for a pass? The consequence is, that I am shut
up for a week in prison, and exposed, perhaps,
to the worst and most vicious of men.”* 'The
case speaks for itself.

* By 17 Geo. II. cap. 5, it is enacted, that rogues, vaga-
bonds, and beggars, who are found in any parish to which they
do not legally belong, should be apprehended, and committed
to the house of correction for any term not exceeding a month,
and should afterwards receive a pass from a magistrate. This pass
obliges the constable to convey them to the next parish, and en-
titles the travellers to support from the officers of the parishes,
which lie on the direct way in succession, until they arrive at their
homes. By 32 Geo. IIL. ch, 45, 1t i further enacted, that such
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We were much gratified by observing that the
intelligent magistrates of Doncaster are anxious
to correct these lamentable abuses. We were
informed of their intention to erect a new prison.
May they be encouraged to do this justice to
themselves and to the public!

passes shall not be given, until the parties for whom they are re-
quired have been either privately whipped, or imprisoned in the
house of correction for not less than seven days.

It often happens that innocent but distressed persons, journey-
ing homeward, are under the necessity of applying for passes.
These they cannot receive, except on the ground of being consi-
dered rogues and vagabonds, nor until they have suffered a pu-
nishment always disgraceful, and sometimes, in consequence of
the bad state of our prisons, not a little terrible. This is a mani~
fest injustice, and ought to be remedied. There is, however, a
still greater abuse, which prevails in connection with these Acts
of Parliament,

‘When poor persons, vesiding in a parish to which they do not
belong, become chargeable to that parish, they are to be con=
veyed by the officers of the parish, under 13 and 14 Car. IL ch. 12,
or an order signed by two justices of the peace, fo the place of
their legal settlement. 1In order to avoid the expense of this re-
moval—an expense which in most cases devolves on the removing
parish—it is a very common practice to entice such distressed
persons into an act of public begging; and after punishing them
as rogues and vagabonds, to send them home to their parishes on
a common vagrant’s pass.

This flagrant but prevalent abuse demands the early attention
of the British legislature ; for it is not only totally at variance from
the principles of common justice, but it strikes at the root of those
moral and independent feelings in the minds of the lower orders
of the people, which are the best security to society at large,
«~Vid,.Nolan on the Poor Laws,
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Pork Castle,—the Countp Fail,*

———— -

Ox your entry into this handsome and exten-
sive building, you are introduced to a very spa-
cious court-yard, in which the debtors walk and
expose various articles for sale, and into which
the public are admitted with little or no reserve.
On the right hand as you enter, are the court-
houses; on the left, the several buildings in which
are imprisoned the misdemeanants and others
confined for a limited term, part of the debtors,
and the women; in front, the governor’s house,
apartments over it for most of the debtors, and
the prison for male felons, both before and after
conviction—the tried being kept apart from the
untried. There is no inspection fram the go-
vernor’s house over any part of the castle, ex-
cept the great court and one of the felons’ yards.
The chaplain attends this prison three times in
the week to read prayers, and preaches twice.
The prisoners are allowed one pound and a half
of wheaten bread daily, and one shilling per week;
but there is one particular class of them who
have one shilling and sixpence per week. IFrom

* Visited eighth month (Augunst) 22d, in company with Ben-«
Jjamin Hornor of the Grange, near York.



YORK CASTLE. 5

the squalid appearance of some of the men, it
seemed to us questionable whether the allowance
of food was sufficient to maintain them in health:
the apothecary of the prison, whom we saw, ex-
pressed an opinion that it was not. Firing is now
allowed to the prisoners, and soap ; but no cloth-
ing, except in cases of emergency. Several of
them were extremely ill clad; two men without
shirts. The felons, whether tried or untried, are
heavily troned.

That part of the prison in which the women are
confined, iskept im a state of cleanliness and order.
The women,—of whom ene was for trial, and the
othersconvicts,aboutseven innumber,—appeared
very decent; and some of them were busily em-
ployed in washing for the debtors. Their day-
room does not admit sufficient light, but is other-
wise comfortable; so are their sleeping-cells, and
the bedding quite sufficient.'The rest of the prison,
except the debtors’ rooms, which we did not see,
but more especially the felons’ day-room, ap-
peared to us very far from cleanly. Every yard,
however, is supplied with water; the means of
warm and cold bathing are provided in the felons’
prison; and we were informed that the whole jail
is white-washed twice in the year. The men who
are sentenced to a temporary confinement are
kept apart from the other prisoners, and are em-
ployed in making laces, caps, garters, &c. which
are soldinthe great court. By this means theyearn
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from threepence to sixpence per day, the whole of
which theyareallowed to take for themselves. The
male felons, whether tried or untried, are totally
without employment. There were at this time
about forty of them in the prison. Of these, the
greater number were walking up and down a
small yard, separated from the great court by a
double iron palisade, or grating, the outer being
divided from the inner grate by a space measur=
ing ten feet in breadth. Through this grating
they keep up a free and easy communication not
only with the debtors but with the public. At
this very time a great number of persons were
standing at the outside, holding conversation with
the prisoners. Men and women, grown-up per=
sons and children, have an equal access to this
scene of depravity and distress. It is evident,
thatso free a communication must give every faci~
lity to the introduction of improper articles into
the prison, and probably to the pawning of the pri.
soners’ clothes, which we understood to be a pre-
valent custom here : it must also afford an easyop-
portunity of corruption to the inhabitants of York
and its neighbourhood. The day-room for these
felons, opens into the yard in which they walk,
and measures twenty-four feet by fifteen. Theturn-
key remembers the time, when there were eighty
felons confined in it. The night-cells connected
with this partofthe prisonare ill ventilated ; three
or four of them are totally dark, and admit no ex-



