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preface

We have been gratified by the success of the first edition of our Sociology (1995) and by the apprecia-
tive responses of instructors to its emphasis on diversity and critical thinking and its special focus on
globalization. The text has now been completely revised for the second edition: its material has been
updated and additions based on the advice of many adopters have been made. However, one piece of
advice we heard often was that another textbook was needed, one that delivered the strengths of the
parent text—in a form that could be used in shorter courses.

Packing a complete picture of sociology into one book was hard enough the first time. Now, taking
everything we had learned about distilling the essentials of sociology from the ongoing flood of new
and fascinating information, we had to go one step further and identify the heart of the essentials in
order to create a brief edition for shorter courses. After years of working together to produce the book
we’ve always wanted to see, it was challenging finding material to cut. We wanted to keep it all! On
the other hand, as we rewrote many of the discussions, we had the pleasure of seeing sociology once
again through the eyes of a student. In Sociology: A Brief Introduction, the subject is as trim and ac-
cessible as we could make it. At every line, we asked ourselves, “Does the student need this? Does it
help the student to see the big picture?”” Like sculptors who explain their work by saying they simply
carve off everything that isn’t their sculpture, we carved the second edition of Sociology until we
were satisfied that what was left was the essence of the subject. We have strived to deliver not just
less of our earlier work, but the best of it. We look forward to hearing from you about how well we
have succeeded.

Our goals in writing about sociology have been to give students the basic concepts they need to
understand the radical changes in world society and at home over the past few decades; to expand and
deepen students’ understanding of social diversity and inequality; and to teach students the impor-
tance of globalization, the process by which societies are becoming increasingly interdependent.

As job markets become more competitive and student populations become ever more diverse, dif-
ferences of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic level become more
likely to result in prejudice and misunderstanding. We hope our integrated discussions of social diver-
sity and inequality will help students to appreciate and celebrate both their differences and the things
they have in common.

Our final goal in writing this textbook is to emphasize the importance of the sociological imagina-
tion in assessing the conclusions of others and in understanding our world. Our critical thinking em-
phasis is designed to help students realize that statistics and theories—whatever their sources—must
be scrutinized in light of one another, and that one of the tasks of sociology is to demystify both com-
monsense and scientific understanding.

Below is a more detailed discussion of how these goals are reflected in Sociology: A Brief Intro-
duction.

Throughout the text, we show the connections between American society and the globalizing forces
that are transforming its economy, institutions, politics, culture, and environment. Frequent cross-
cultural examples allow students to compare “standard” experiences in the United States with those in
other societies. End-of-chapter globalization sections discuss current global events within the context
of material in the chapter and include such timely issues as the Fourth United Nations Conference on
Women (in Beijing), advances in global media networks, transnational corporations, the global envi-
ronment, and the difficulties encountered by U.N. peacekeeping efforts in the face of ethnic strife in
countries like Somalia and Bosnia. New “Globalization” boxes draw students’ attention to such key
issues as the relationship between globalization and crime, the global plight of immigrant workers,
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the resurgence of religious nationalism, and the impact of economic globalization on jobs in the
United States. A series of full-color maps labeled “In Global Perspective” and “Global Highlight” en-
able students to better understand the importance of global geography in their daily lives. (Additional
“United States in Focus” maps graphically depict society at home.)

In addition, one chapter focuses directly on inequality throughout the world. Chapter 6, “Global
Inequality,” draws on the most recent scholarship to analyze the enormous disparities in wealth
among the world’s countries, as well as the impact of recent changes on the United States, even in-
cluding a unique discussion of world-system theory.

SOCIAL DIVERSITY AND INEQUALITY

Although we emphasize the growing importance of globalization, traditional sociological concepts
and ideas remain the building blocks for understanding today’s world. An understanding of social di-
versity and the impact of inequality are increasingly important if students are to overcome ethnocen-
trism and appreciate the importance of multicultural understanding in a shrinking world. We have in-
tegrated discussions of gender, race and ethnicity, class, age, and sexual orientation throughout the
text, including timely discussions of the reasons U.S. poverty and inequality have increased in recent
years; the importance of racial differences in wealth; age diversity (including the special problems of
gay and lesbian elderly); and the implications of women’s growing presence in the paid workforce on
the gender earnings gap. We also pay special attention to the roles of such trends as automation, flex-
ibilization, and subcontracting in changing the nature of work, as with the recent example of the
emergence of sweatshop labor in American cities.

Another way we emphasize diversity and encourage students to avoid ethnocentrism is through
“Silenced Voices” boxes featuring individuals or spokespeople for groups that are probably unfamil-
iar to many students. For example, there is one box on changing male roles (as seen in “wildman” re-
treats, Christian Promise Keepers, and the Million Man March) and another box on environmental
racism. The photo program of Sociology: A Brief Introduction promotes an understanding of diver-
sity by portraying a wide range of individual as well as cultural variations.

Finally, Chapters 5 (“Class and Stratification in the United States”), 7 (“Race and Ethnicity”),
8 (“Sex and Gender”), and 11 (“Families and Aging”) focus directly on issues of diversity and inequality.

CRITICAL THINKING

The critical thinking emphasis in Sociology: A Brief Introduction is supported by “Critical Assess-
ment” sections that weigh the strengths and limitations of all the major theories discussed in the text.
We also provide “Critical Thinking” boxes that examine popular as well as sociological writing. Stu-
dents are encouraged to critically address such questions as: Is there is a relationship between race,
ethnicity, and intelligence? Is the growing number of people “bowling alone” indicative of declining
social relationships in the United States? Does the official poverty rate truly measure the amount of
poverty? How significant is the impact of the “religious right” on American politics? Is the explosion
in the U.S. prison population due to a comparable explosion in crime?

Other special features of Sociology: A Brief Introduction include the following:

* Discussions that draw upon contemporary topics likely to be fresh in the students” minds (for
example, the O. J. Simpson trial, the Oklahoma City bombing, and the growing visibility of
militias).

e Greater attention to such important current issues as talk radio and American politics; affirma-
tive action; and the impact of the internet on politics and the media.

* World Wide Web site addresses and descriptions in the “Further Resources” section at the end
of each chapter, as part of our effort to encourage students to try out this useful new
technology.



CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Part I provides students with an introduction to sociology. Chapter 1, “The Sociological Perspec-
tive,” defines what sociology is, highlights the principal themes of the text, and sets out the major is-
sues and theoretical framework of sociology. Included is a detailed discussion of the process of in-
quiry that explains how research is done and how we know what we know.

Part II examines the relationship between the individual and society. We elaborate on the distinc-
tion between the micro-, organizational, and macro-levels of sociological analysis and employ these
distinctions to make sense of different ways of doing sociology. In Chapter 2, “Culture and Soci-
eties,” major sociological concepts and theories are presented in order to explain different kinds of
societies, particularly focusing on the origins of industrial and postindustrial societies and the emer-
gence of capitalism and socialism. Chapter 3 examines the central importance of socialization,
groups, and organizations for both the individual and society, looking at the principal agents of so-
cialization, conformity, and individualism and considering the importance of both bureaucratic and
innovative forms of social organization. Chapter 4, “Deviance and Crime,” stresses the importance of
social definitions of deviance, as well as the importance of social structure in the labeling process.

Part 111 focuses on structures of power and inequality, raising issues of class, race, ethnicity, gen-
der, and age. Chapter 5 looks at class and stratification in the United States, painting a picture of in-
equality while examining alternative theoretical frameworks to account for it. We pay particular at-
tention to the interconnections between growing inequality in the United States, technological
change, and economic globalization. The discussion of inequality in the United States leads directly
to the discussion of global inequality in Chapter 6, which deals with changing patterns of inequality
between nations, along with the economic ascendence of the newly industrializing countries of East
Asia. Chapter 7, “Race and Ethnicity,” explores contemporary issues of diversity and places them in
a historical context while discussing the implications of the recent resurgence of prejudice and dis-
crimination around the world. Chapter 8, “Sex and Gender,” looks at the social construction of sexu-
ality and gender roles, analyzing various forms of gender inequality. Significant attention is given to
the interplay of biological and cultural factors in understanding gender, with an emphasis on the
changing role of the family in gender socialization.

Part 1V applies the insights of the preceding chapters to the analysis of key social institutions. We
begin with an examination of politics, the state, and the economy in Chapter 9, looking at how the
modern world is transforming politically and how the changes are affecting the organizations and
economies of the world—and especially how they will affect the ways people live and work. Chapter
10 examines education and the challenges posed to educational institutions by globalization and di-
versity. Chapter 11 examines families and aging, emphasizing the diversity of family forms and the
changing role of the family; the discussion includes multigenerational aspects of the family and dis-
pels myths about the elderly. Chapter 12 looks at religion and offers alternative sociological theories
to account for both secularization and religious resurgence in the world today. Medicine and health
are analyzed in Chapter 13, where we examine key contemporary issues in medicine, particularly
health care delivery.

Part V concludes the text with three chapters that deal with various aspects of social change in the
modern world. Chapter 14, “The Mass Media in Contemporary Society,” examines different theories
about the role of television and other media in constructing the social world while shaping (and being
shaped by) audience responses. Chapter 15 looks at the complex interrelationships among popula-
tion, urbanization, and the environment and the conditions that threaten our planet—as well as the
means that are emerging to deal with such challenges. Chapter 16, “Social Change, Collective Behav-
ior, and Social Movements,” considers how people are actively engaged in shaping a complex world.

,,,,,,,,, TURES

In addition to the boxes, illustrations, and special sections already described, the chapters in Sociol-
ogy: A Brief Introduction have been organized pedagogically to capture students’ interest and in-
crease their comprehension. Chapter-opening introductory questions, “Things to Look For,” invite
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students to think about major chapter topics. Chapter openers discussing current events or important
research studies draw students into the content of the chapter. Chapter summaries allow students to
review the key points of each chapter. Key rerms are boldfaced in the text and defined in context;
listed at the end of each chapter; and then defined in a “Glossary” following the text. Further re-
sources sections direct students to additional readings and World Wide Web sites in order to encour-
age independent study and additional exploration of topics in the chapter.

Sociology: A Brief Introduction offers a learning package that includes a broad array of supplements
carefully developed to address instructor and student needs.

For the Instructor

There is a full web program available to faculty and students who use this book. The site will include
links to numerous web sites of interest to sociologists, exercises and activities, and downloadable graph-
ics. Point your web browser to http:\\www.awl.com and navigate to the Appelbaum/Chambliss site.

Instructor’s Manual

Written by Cathleen Armstead of Rollins College, the Instructor’s Manual features chapter outlines,
learning objectives, lists of key terms, detailed lecture outlines, discussion questions, topics for lec-
ture and discussion, suggested class activities, additional references, and an extensive list of sug-
gested films for each chapter.

Test Bank

In order to provide the instructor with a wealth of testing options, a comprehensive test bank has been
developed. The test bank, by Karen Donahue and Keith Roberts of Hanover College, features 30 to
40 multiple-choice, 10 short-answer, and 5 essay questions per chapter.

Test Master Computerized Testing System

This flexible, easy-to-master computerized test bank includes all the test items in the two test banks.
The Test Master software allows you to edit existing questions and add your own items. Tests can be
printed in several different formats. Test Master is available for both DOS and Macintosh systems.

Quiz Master

Quiz Master is a new program for DOS and Macintosh computers that coordinates with the Test Mas-
ter Computerized Testing System. Quiz Master allows students to take timed or untimed tests created
with Test Master at the computer. Upon completing a test, a student can see his or her test score and
view or print a diagnostic report that lists the topics or objectives that have been mastered and those
that need to be restudied. When Quiz Master is installed on a network, student scores are saved on
disk and instructors can use the Quiz Master Utilities program to view records and print reports for
individual students, class sections, and entire courses.

Sociology Laser Disk

The Longman Sociology laser disk includes 8 short video programs and over 70 graphs and charts for
classroom use. The video programs can be used to stimulate interest and launch class discussion or
lectures. Topics explored include social class differences, issues of immigrant assimilation, and racial
and ethnic stereotyping. In addition, the laser disk includes all material included in the video program
listed below. For further information, please contact your Longman sales representative.

Sociology Video

This innovative video includes film clips and student comments on such topics as the effect of media
on politics; the role of television in shaping popular culture; and the impact of the media on our un-



derstanding of race, ethnicity, gender, marriage and the family, and environment. For more informa-
tion, please contact your Longman sales representative.

Transparencies

We offer a package of 100 full-color transparency acetates, including key figures from the text and
original graphics. For more information, please contact your Longman sales representative.

Hyper-Soc™

We offer a customized version of Hyper-Soc™, a combination of classroom demonstration software
and a hypertext student tutorial program. Available for IBM and compatible computers (ISBN 0-06-
502577-6); demonstration disk also available (ISBN TK). For more information, please contact your
Longman sales representative.

For the Student

Study Guide

Our student Study Guide features a unique and highly interactive format developed by Marilyn Carter
of the University of Oregon. Each chapter begins with a series of questions designed to carefully
guide students through the key points of each chapter. The Study Guide also includes key terms,
exercises, additional student activities, and practice tests featuring multiple-choice, matching, and
sentence-completion exercises.

We also offer a computerized student tutorial guide, featuring chapter outlines, practice test ques-
tions, and a flash card program to drill students on the terms in the text’s glossary. The SuperShell
program is available in either DOS or Macintosh format, and is provided free of charge to instructors.
For further information, contact your Longman sales representative.

VLLCUGOIVIEIN T O

The authors of an introductory text ride on the shoulders of giants. The greatest debt we owe is to the
thousands of sociologists throughout history who have labored as writers, critics, and teachers to de-
velop the discipline. But a book like this requires a great deal more. It requires excellent editors, and
we have been blessed with some of the best. Our special thanks to Melissa Mashburn, who painstak-
ingly reviewed every word we wrote, consistently (and wisely) suggesting that we use fewer of them,
and to Alan McClare, who convinced us to undertake this project and provided guidance and support
throughout. Margaret Ritchie, our copy editor, questioned not only our grammar but our sociological
claims as well. Lisa Pinto’s suggestions helped to keep us on track, while Suzanne Daghlian, our irre-
pressible marketing manager, saw the potential and promise of the book from the beginning and en-
couraged us not to give up. Tom Kulesa handled the development of our supplements with great skill,
while Karen Koblik, our photo researcher, deserves our thanks for her diligence and creativity. Mor-
gan Ryan played an indispensable role in helping us to condense our 21-chapter textbook for this
brief edition. We will be forever grateful for his editorial gifts, which include an extraordinary talent
for economical yet graceful writing, as well as the ability to get tough when we were too wedded to
our original wording. Credit for the beautiful cutting-edge interior design and cover of Sociology: A
Brief Introduction goes to Amy Trombat; the striking artwork that graces the cover is the work of
José Ortega, a talented artist to whom we give our thanks.

The publisher arranged reviews of each chapter by an outstanding group of sociology faculty
across the country; their often pointedly critical suggestions sharpened our arguments and improved
our writing. We acknowledge these individuals below.

| Preface

XiX



Preface |

Specialist Reviewers

Elijah Anderson, University of Pennsylvania

Christopher Chase-Dunn, Johns Hopkins University
Peter Dreier, Occidental College

Mitchell Duneier, University of California, Santa Barbara
Mike Featherstone, University of Teeside

Anne Foner, Rutgers University

Noah Friedkin, University of California, Santa Barbara
Jeff Goodwin, New York University

David Greenberg, New York University

Mark S. Hamm, Indiana State University

James R. Henley Jr., Texas Christian University

Joan Huber, Ohio State University

Mark Juergensmeyer, University of California, Santa Barbara
Dianne Anderson Kammerer, Marymount University
Thomas Koenig, Northeastern University

Joseph A. Kotarba, University of Houston

Douglas McAdam, University of Arizona

Harvey Molotch, University of California, Santa Barbara
Cornelius Riordan, Providence College

Wade Clark Roof, University of California, Santa Barbara
Bruce C. Straits, University of California, Santa Barbara
Charles Tilly, New School for Social Research

Judith Treas, University of California, Irvine

Robin Wolf, Diablo Valley College

Marjorie S. Zatz, Arizona State University

Maurice Zeitlin, University of California, Los Angeles

Generalist Reviewers

Sharon K. Araji, University of Alaska, Anchorage
Kathryn Barchas, Skyline College

Reed Benedict, Kansas State University

John Boli, Emory University

Arlen D. Carey, University of Central Florida

Leilani Clark, Grossmont College

Karen Connor, Drake University

Ray Darville, Stephen F. Austin State University
Kathryn Dennick-Brecht, Robert Morris College

Jan Fiola, Moorehead State University

Kevin Fitzpatrick, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Norman Friedman, California State University, Los Angeles

Larry Frye, St. Petersburg Junior College

XX



| Preface

David A. Gay, University of Central Florida

Ron Gittings, Fond du Lac Community College
Billy G. Gunter, University of South Florida
Harlowe Hatle, University of South Dakota

Joni Lee Heleotis, Rutgers University

Rose Jenson, Hartwick College

Sylvia Kenig, University of South Carolina—Coastal Carolina College
Hugh F. Lena, Providence College

Judith Mcllwee, Mira Costa College

Patrick McNamara, University of New Mexico
John Moland, Alabama State University

Kathryn S. Mueller, Baylor University

Julie Nash, De Anza College

Hart Nelson, Pennsylvania State University

Joel Nelson, University of Minnesota

Alvaro Nieves, Wheaton College

Anthony Orum, University of Illinois, Chicago
William Roy, University of California, Los Angeles
Thomas R. Shannon, Radford University

Kevin B. Smith, Lamar University

Nancy Terjesen, Kent State University

Sharron Timmerman, Indiana State University, Terre Haute
Charles M. Tolbert, Louisiana State University
Michael J. Webber, University of San Francisco
William Wentworth, Clemson University

Marilyn Whalen, University of Oregon, Eugene
Stacey Yap, Plymouth State College

Phone Survey Respondents

David Brown, Red Rocks Community College
Linda Brown, San Jacinto College South

Angela Djao, North Seattle Community College
Joseph Franco, Pace University

Mary Ellen Freas, Community College of Denver
John F. Galliher, University of Missouri

Carol Jenkins, Glendale Community College

Tim Kopenen, Northwestern University

James Lindberg, Montgomery College

John McKay, Ocean County College

William Robinson, University of New Mexico
William Roy, University of California, Los Angeles
Chris Ruggerio, Seattle Central Community College

Lucina San Giovanni, Seton Hall University

XXi



Preface |

XXii

Jack Sattel, Minneapolis Community College

R. Saty, Lakeland Community College

B. T. Scruggs, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Nancy Stein, Red Rocks Community College

Elaine Weeks, University of Georgia

Robert Wood, Rutgers University

We also wish to thank a large number of close colleagues and students for their critical reading,
editorial comments, and helpful suggestions on specific chapters. At the University of California at
Santa Barbara, Judi Kessler was invaluable in tracking down fugitive materials, as well as fine-tuning
the practice test questions. We are especially indebted to Greg Scott for his helpful contributions to
Chapter 16 and to Robert Nideffer for the research he did on Chapter 14. Chapter readings and criti-
cal feedback were provided by Chris Arnold, John and Janice Baldwin, Denise Bielby, Don Brown,
Napoleon Chagnon, Jon Cruz, Shoshana Feher, Avery Gordon, Mark Juergensmeyer, Martha Mc-
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Very special thanks are owed to the students from Richard Appelbaum’s fall 1995 introductory
sociology honors class (Cheryl Broom, Andy Chambers, Kristin DeHahn, Sandra Havneraas, Megan
Hornbecker, Rebecca Johnson, Amber Kaufman, Alexie Klestoff, Allison Leavitt, Prescott Nowell,
James Repking, Rachel Scheinberg, and Daniel Schneider), who searched the World Wide Web,
found numerous sites related to themes in the textbook, learned hypertext markup language, and con-
structed dozens of web pages. Special thanks to Jason Schleiffer and Bob Nideffer for providing tech-
nical assistance and training for the class, and to Megan Hornbecker, who built on the class effort to
help identify the web sites we now list at the end of each chapter.

At George Washington University we wish to thank Diane Kammerer and Phyllis Langton for
work on Chapter 13, Rich Northrop (Chapter 9), and Richard Stephens (Chapter 11). Phil Beatty,
Melissa Berry, Elaine Douglas, Barry Holman, Jeffrey Rickert, Wolfgang Rennert, Kris Sleeth, and
Aida Yassa contributed greatly with research assistance and critical reviews. The work, support, and
imagination of Justin Baer has been invaluable.
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