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Preface

PURPOSE

This book advances a framework, a process, and compositional approaches
for designing a proposal for qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods
research in the human and social sciences. The ascendency of qualitative
research, the emergence of mixed methods approaches, and the continu-
ing use of the traditional forms of quantitative designs have created a need
for this book’s unique comparison of the three approaches to inquiry. This
comparison begins with preliminary consideration of philosophical
assumptions for all three approaches, a review of the literature, an assess-
ment of the use of theory in research approaches, and reflections about
the importance of writing and ethics in scholarly inquiry. The book then
addresses the key elements of the process of research: writing an introduc-
tion, stating a purpose for the study. identifying research questions and
hypotheses, and advancing methods and procedures for data collection
and analysis. At each step in this process, the reader is taken through
qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches.

AUDIENCE

This book is intended for students and faculty who seek assistance in
preparing a plan or proposal for a scholarly journal article, dissertation,
or thesis. At a broader level, the book may be useful as both a reference
book and a textbook for courses in research methods. To best take advan-
tage of the design features in this book, the reader needs a basic familiar-
ity with qualitative and quantitative research: however, terms will be
explained and defined and recommended strategies advanced for those
needing introductory assistance in the design process. Highlighted terms
in the text and a glossary of the terms at the back of the book provide a
working language for understanding research. This book also is intended
for a broad audience in the social and health sciences. Readers’ com-
ments since the first edition indicate that individuals using the book
come from many disciplines and fields. I hope that researchers in

Xix



