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UNIT

This is the first unit of
preview Book Two. In the Lis-

tening and Speaking
section, you will learn how to ask for and
give clarification. In the Reading and Writ-
ing section, you will learn some interesting
aspects of the English language. Text A
relates some real stories about how misun-
derstandings arise when one fails to catch
the English word correctly; Text B presents
some mysteries of the English language,
and Text C may help you enlarge your vo-
cabulary to a certain extent.
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ge for Asking For and Giving Clarification

You are going to listen to an instructor talking about asking for and giving
clarification. Listen carefully and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Instructor:

In our daily conversations, we cannot help asking for clarification
(#3 ,5.99) when we are not clear about , or have
become puzzled about a particular point . A conver-
sation is a form of . During interaction, misunder-

standing can lead to in communication. To avoid

misunderstanding or , we tend to have an impulse
(#3) to ask for clarification.

This is especially true when a Chinese
learner of English talks with

This skill can help him or her avoid embarrass-
ment caused by misunderstanding, and keep the
conversation

You can develop the skill by reading and
familiarizing yourselves with the language for
asking for and giving clarification .

— P’m sorry, I don’t quite understand what you mean by market
economy.

— P’m sorry, could you ( possibly) explain what you mean by
globalization?

— I don’t understand what you mean by black lie.

— What (exactly) do you mean by sick humor?

And the language for giving clarification .
— (Well,) what I’'m trying to say is (that) + SENTENCE.



Unit 1 3

— (Well,) the point ’m trying to make is (that) + SEN-
TENCE.

— (Well,) I think what I mean is (that) + SENTENCE.

— What I mean is (that) + SENTENCE.

— What I’m saying is (that) + SENTENCE.

— All ’m trying to say is (that) + SENTENCE.

¥4 Now come up with a particular subject on which you voice your opinion or atti-

tude, and expect others to ask for clarification about something that might be
unclear to them Try to use the language you have just learned in Exercise 1.

Asking For and Giving Clarification

1) Before you listen to the first conversation, read the following words and ex-
pressions which may be new to you.

available AHEH
innocent XEW
fib N

S e o P B s

Listen to the following conversation twice and fill in the blanks with the missing
words.



Wang Ying:

Tom Chang;

Wang Ying .

Tom Chang.

Wang Ying .

Tom Chang .

Wang Ying .

Tom Chang .

Wang Ying .

Tom Chang .

Wang Ying:

Tom Chang:;

Now listen to

N B W N =

to

I know, but I’'m available tonight. Are you?
Well .. : ’

Il tell them a little white lie.

Tell them what? 7

I said: “ I will tell them a little white lie. ”

I don’t understand by white lie.
Oh, it is an innocent social fib or excuse.

Oh, I've
Sometimes we have to do it in our daily lives.
So what’s your little white lie?

Well, i

now!

the conversation again and answer the following questions.

- Who won’t be able to attend the party tonight?
. Is Wang Ying going to the party?

. What will Tom Chang tell them?

- What is a white lie according to Tom Chang?
. What’s their little white lie?

2) Before you listen to the second conversation, read the following words and

expressions which may be new to you.

hearing problems
hearing aid

device

will

A0 HEAFLAXKBEEHEQ2)

Are you going to the party tonight, Tom? They told me it was going
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Listen to the following conversation twice, and then complete the passage ac-
cording to the conversation you have just heard.

There was an elderly gentleman who had had for years. He

went to the doctor who was able to have him fitted for a set of hearing aids that al-
lowed the man

The old fellow went back in a month to the doctor and the doctor said, “Your
hearing . Your family must be really pleased that you can

”»

To this the gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven’t told my family yet. I just sit
around and . I’'ve changed my will 1:

Now listen to the conversation again, and complete the form as the speaker re-
counts it. After that, act it out in class.

Doctor :

Gentleman :

Doctor .

Gentleman .

Doctor:
Gentleman ;
Doctor ;

One month later the elderly gentleman comes to
see the doctor again.
Doctor :

Gentleman ;
Doctor :
Gentleman .




