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PREFACE.

Giesox’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Fmpire forms the
important link between Ancient and Modern history. It
title conveys an inadequate idea of its contents. It con-
talns nearly a complete history of the world for a period
of more than twelve centuries, from the time of the Anto-
nines to the capture of Constantinople by the Turks in
1453. The decay and fall of the empire which had so
long ruled the world; the progress and establishment of
Christianity ; the foundation of Constantinople and the
history of tho new ¢mpire upon the Bosporus; the inva-
sions and settlements of the barbarians of Germany and
Scythia; the legislation of Justinian and the institutions
of the civil law; the life and religion of Mahomet, the
conquests of the Saracens, and the glories and vicissi-
tudes of the caliphs; the temporal scvereignty of the
popes ; the restoration of tho Western empire by Charle-
magne, and its decay under his successors ; the adventures
of the Normans in Italy and Sicily, almost realising the
fables of romance; the Crusades of the nations of Western
Europe to obtain possession of tho Holy Land; the con-
quests of Zingis Khan, Tamerlane and the Turks; the fall
of Conséantinople ; the state and revolutions of Rome in
the middle ages: such are some of the important and into-
resting events nerrated in Gibbon’s great Work. Since
the history of all ancient nations ends in that of Rome,
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and the history of the modern states of Europe springs
out of the Roman empire, the youthful student, after
making himself acquainted with the leading facts in the
histories of Greece, Rome and England, cannot cmploy
his time more profitably than in mastering the history of
the vast period comprebended in Gibbon’s Work. It is
mainly for the benefit of such students that the present
Abridgment has been prepared : the original work is too
voluminous for their purpose; and at present there is no
compendious account of this period corresponding to the
ordinary manuals of Greek, Roman and English history.
It is believed that this Abridgment will also prove
acceptable to the gemeral reader, whose time or circum-
stances prevent him from studying so large a work as
Gibbon’s, but who wishes to make himself acquainted
with some of the most memorable events in the history of
man.

In drawing up the present Abridgment, it has not been
my aim to make an epitome of every circumstance men-
tioned in the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.
Such an epitome would have been a comparatively easy
task, and would have relieved me from much responsibi-
lity; but it would have presented little more than a dry
skeleton of events, without the warmth and life which
give to history its real interest and value. I have therefore
treated briefly, and oceasionally omitted entirely, many cir-
cumstances of inferior importance; and I have thus gained
space for narrating at length, and sometimes as fully as in
the original work, those grand events which have influ-
enced the history of the world. By adopting this plan it
is hoped that the present work will prove interesting as
well as instructive, and will not be liable to the reproach
of dulness, which is generally, and too often with justice,
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brought against compendious histories. It may be observed,
however, that there are only few subjects in the orginal,
which have been passed over altogether in the Abridg-
ment. The most important omissions relate to the history
of the Church, in which Gibbon too frequently displayed
the hostility he felt towards the Christian religion ; but I
have at the same time given some account of those ecclesi-
astical events which materially affected the decline and
fall of the Roman empire. Thus while I have omitted
entirely Gibbon’s polemical dissertation on the causes of
the spread of Christianity, and his account of the theolo-
gical disputes of the Oriental sects, I have dwelt at some
length upon the conduet of the Roman government towards
the early Christians, the legal establishment of Christianity,
the Arian disputes, and the quarrel in the cighth century
respecting the worship of images, which produced the
temporal power of the popes and the restoration of the
Roman empire in the West. In treating of these subjects
I have suppressed the sarcasms and inuendoes, by which,
rather than by any open attacks, Gibbon sought to under-
mine the religion which he rejected.

It is stated on the title-page that the researches of
recent commentators upon the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire are incorporated in the text of the present
work. These additions are taken from my own notes and
from those of Dean Milman and M. Guizot, inserted in the
edition of the original work published in 1854-1855. In
drawing up an Abridgment intended for younger students
and general readers, it secmed desirable to interweave in
the text the necessary corrections and additions, instead of
distracting their attention by references to foot-notes, con-
tradicting or modifying assertions in the text,

The Illustrations have been selected with a view to
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instruction, and not for the sake of ornament. Most of
them are very characteristic, and will convey a lively pic-
ture of the state of the arts in the different periods compre-
hended in the history. For several of the architectural
illustrations I am indebted to Mr. Fergusson’s ¢ Handbook
of Architecture;” and 1 have added from the same valuable
authorify a fow remarks upon some of the different styles
of architecture. I have also much pleasure in acknow-
ledging the important assistance I have derived from the
gentlemen connected with the Medal Room of the British
Museum ; and my thanks are especially due to Mr. R. 3.
Poole, of that department, for his translation of the Arabie
inscriptions upon the coins of the Abbasside and Fatimite
caliphs.
WILLIAM SMITH.
London, December, 1856. '

The Geniua of the Roman FPeople, from & coin of Antonines Pius, In the
British Museum.
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