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Front cover
Periodontitis in a monkey.

A desmosome between two epidermal cells is
seen in a very thin section (250 Al. Two cell membranes
are separated by a zone of cementing material 300 to
400 A thick. Within the two cells, filaments of the cy-
toskeletal system converge toward a dense area at the
desmosome. Here they appear continuous with the
internal surfaces of the cell membranes. The desmo-
some is a firm site of intercellular adhesion at which
supportive members of the adherent cells are braced.
(Courtesy D. Kelly, Los Angeles, California.)
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PREFACE

When this book was conceived in the mid 1950s, the goals of simplicity in orga-
nization and writing and the inclusion of pertinent data were established. These goals
remain. With time, additional goals were added.

Periodontics is a learning textbook. It is written for the undergraduate dental stu-
dent, the general practitioner, and the dental hygienist. Its content and style direct it
to the graduate student and the practicing specialist.

Credibility and readability are the design of this book. Clarity and simplicity in
language has been our objective, and the organization of chapters is intended to provide
cohesiveness of material. The marginal notes serve as a programmed guide for the
reader.

The goal of Periodontics is to supply the reader with the knowledge necessary to
treat periodontal diseases as an integral part of the practice of dentistry.

The effective treatment of periodontal ailments requires that the dentist be well
grounded in basic biologic principles and that the prevention and treatment of peri-
odontal diseases be practiced as a part of all dentistry. The dental treatment of the
general patient has periodontal considerations, even when extractions and prosthetics
are involved. Periodontal treatment can succeed only when needed associated restor-
ative treatment is performed. The converse is also true: successful restorative treatment
requires associated periodontal treatment. Dentitions can be preserved and the well-
being of the patient promoted only when complete treatment is given. The ability to
integrate all phases of dental treatment must be mastered by the general dentist, even
in cases in which the cooperation of the specialist is enlisted.

Periodontics, interrelated as it is with all parts of dental practice and with obvious
relationships to basic science, is the part of dentistry that can best be used to promote
a unified approach to dental treatment. This concept embraces an integration of peri-
odontics, general practice, and biologic principles in a clinical approach called complete
therapy.

Daniel A. Grant
Irving B. Stern
Max A. Listgarten
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