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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
National Portrait Gallery,
London.

/?/Jf the %ﬂ%ﬂ/

Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) trained as a doctor. He practised

medicine 1 at Southsea from 1882 to 1890. Doyle is best known for
the creation of the legendary detective, Sherlock Holmes. The
Sherlock Holmes stories were immensely popular with the public.
When Doyle ‘killed” the detective at the end of one story, he was
forced to bring the character back to life.
Arthur Conan Doyle also wrote romances, books about public
affairs, and a history of spiritualism. 2 He practised as an amateur 3
detective himself and there was a considerable 4 demand for his
services.
The most famous Sherlock Holmes stories include:

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, 1892

The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, 1894

The Hound of the Baskervilles, 1902

1. practised medicine : fTER © 3 amateur : LR o
spiritualism : (A NSE#H i 128 A] 4. considerable : fR KM o
5% NG RM) MR -

N

9



The Fipe
Orange Pipy:

INTRODUCTION

v

This story starts off, like many Sherlock Holmes adventures, with
the great detective and his friend, Dr Watson, sitting in the Baker
Street flat. The tale begins with the arrival of a mysterious visitor
who has an extraordinary story to tell.

Sherlock Holmes often battles 2 against criminal organisations, as in
The Sign of Four and The Red-Headed League. Here is another
example of the great detective in such a struggle, although in this
case the organisation is an American one. The story is also a little
unusual because Holmes is defeated — not by the enemy, but by the

weather!

1. pips: (KR#H) F7 -
2. battles : 553} 4 o
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Before you read

n Listen to the beginning of Part One and look at the pictures.
Choose the correct picture and put a tick (v) in the box below it.

1. For what years does Dr Watson have a complete record of

Holmes’ cases?

2. When did the case of The Five Orange Pips begin?

MAY | JANUARY

WEDHES
L

i f

A[] B[]

¥ ¢ [] D[]
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Al B[] C[] D[]

4. What was this new client like?
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5. How did Holmes know that his client had come to London

from the Southwest?

13
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PART ONE

have a complete record of all Sherlock Holmes’

cases between 1880 and 1897. My friend and I

worked together on some very important crimes

during that period. We also worked on some very
strange cases together. The strangest of all the cases is the
one [ am going to write about now.

It all began in September. The weather was terrible, I
remember. It rained and it was very windy all day. The
weather grew worse in the evening. Sherlock Holmes and I
sat by the fire in his flat in Baker Street. We did not say
much. Holmes was working with some papers and I was
reading a story. Suddenly I heard the bell.

‘I' wonder ! who that is?’ I said. ‘Are you expecting a

friend, Holmes?’

1. wonder : JAIE ©
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PART ONE

‘No,” he said quietly. ‘You’re my only friend, Watson. I
don’t like people visiting me at home.’

‘Then it must be a client,” I suggested.

‘If it is a client,” Holmes replied gravely, ! ‘it is a serious
case. No one would walk through this storm if the case
were not serious.’

The landlady 2 opened the front door of the house. A few
moments later there was a knock on the door of Holmes’ flat.

‘Come in!’ cried Holmes.

A young man entered the room. He looked about 22
years old and he was well dressed. He seemed very nervous
and he was pale.

‘Give me your coat and umbrella,” Holmes ordered. ‘I
will hang them up to dry. I see you have come to London
from the Southwest,’” he added.

‘Yes,” the young man agreed. He looked surprised. ‘I've
just come from Horsham. But how did you know that?’

‘The clay and chalk 3 on your shoes is very distinctive,”
Holmes told him.

‘I've come for advice,’ said the young man.

‘Advice is easy to give,” Holmes replied.

‘I need help as well as advice,” the young man added.

‘Help is not always easy to give,” Holmes said seriously.

‘I've heard a lot about you, Mr Holmes,’ the young man

said. ‘Major Prendergast told me how you helped him in

1. gravely : PR © 3. clay and chalk : 22+
2. landlady : KB F » 4. distinctive : SAARFM -
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