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June 30, 2004

Shanghai Warld Publishing Cerporation
1704, Tower B

185 Shangwen Road

Shanghaui, China

Dear Sirs:

Congratulations on publishing seripts of the Voice of Ameriva’s Mandariv: Service radiv
progranis Popular Engiish and Words and Idioms. T would like o express my most sincere
thanks to the Shanghai World Publishing Corporatior’s cooperation with the Voice of America
to put these two popular English-language teaching programs into prinl. As the standards of
English leaching and lcarning rise in China, Chinese students” understanding of American skang
and popular phrases is important to advance communication between our peoples. especially the
youngcr generation.

Popular American and Words and Idioms are now broadcast by dozens of provincial and local
radiv stalions ueross Chie. Listeners across China have requested seripts of the programs to
enhance their study of English. YOA is prond to work with Shanghai World Publishing
Corporation to assist the lsteners of these prograns o moge effectively study and comprehend
the English language as it is spoken in the United Siates.

I wish you and your readers the greatest success m learning to cemmunicate effectively in
American English.

Sincerely.

/ )
s
{ st
David 8. Jackson
Director

330 independence Avenuie, SW, Rnom 3300, Washington, DC 20237 (202) 519-3375 Fax (202) 260-2228%
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Welcome to People in America in VOA Special English. Every week at
this time, we tell the story of someone important in the history of the
United States. Today, Steve Ember and Shirley Griffith tell about Mary
Lyon. She was a leader in women’s education in the nineteenth century.

During the nineteenth century, women’s education was not considered
important in the United States. Supporters of advanced education for
women faced many problems.

States did require each town to provide a school for children, but teachers
often were poorly prepared. Most young women were not able to continue
on with their education in private schools. If they did, they often were not
taught much except the French language, how to sew clothing, and music.

Mary Lyon felt that women’s education was extremely important. Through
her lifelong work for education she became one of the most famous
women in nineteenth century America. She believed that women were
teachers both in the home and in the classroom. And, she believed that




efforts to better educate young women also served God. If women were
better educated, she felt, they could teach in local schools throughout the
United States and in foreign countries.

Mary Lyon was born in Buckland, Massachusetts, in seventeen-ninety-
seven. Her father died when she was five years old. For Mary, hard work
was a way of life. But she later remembered
with great pleasure her childhood years in the
home where she was born. This is how she
described what she could see from that house
on a hill:

“The far-off mountains in all their grandeur',
and the deep valleys, and widely extended
plains, and more than all, that little village
below, containing only a very few white

houses, but more than those young eyes had

ever seen.”

At the age of four, Mary began walking to the nearest school several
kilometers away. Later, she began spending three months at a time with
friends and relatives so she could attend other area schools. She helped
clean and cook to pay for her stay.

When Mary was thirteen, her mother re-married and moved to another
town. Mary was left to care for her older brother who worked on the family
farm. He paid her a dollar a week. She saved it to pay for her education.
Mary’s love of learning was so strong that she worked and saved her small
amount of pay so she could go to school for another few months.

Mary began her first teaching job at a one-room local school teaching
children for the summer. She was seventeen years old. She was paid




seventy-five cents a week. She also was given meals and a place to live.

Mary Lyon was not a very successful teacher at first. She did not have
much control over her students. She always was ready to laugh with them.

Yet she soon won their parents’ respect with her skills.

When Mary Lyon was twenty years old, she began a long period of study
and teaching. A new private school opened in the village of Ashfield,
Massachusetts. 1t was called Sanderson Academy. Mary really wanted to
attend. She sold book coverings she had made. And she used everything
she had saved from her pay as a teacher. This was enough for her to begin

attending Sanderson Academy.

At Sanderson, Mary began to study more difficult subjects. These included
science, history and Latin. A friend who went to school with Mary wrote of
her “gaining knowledge by handfuls”. It is said that Mary memorized a
complete book about the Latin language in three days. Mary later wrote it
was at Sanderson that she received the base of her education.

After a year at Sanderson Academy, Mary decided that her handwriting
was not good enough to be read clearly. She was a twenty-one-year-old
woman. But she went to the local public school and sat among the children
so she could learn better writing skills.

In eighteen-twenty-one, Mary Lyon went to another private school where
she was taught by Reverend Joseph Emerson. Mary said he talked to
women “as if they had brains”. She praised his equal treatment of men and

women when it came to educating them.,

Three years later, Mary Lyon opened a school for young women in the
village of Buckland. She called it the Buckland Female Seminary. Classes
were held in a room on the third floor of a house.




Mary’s students praised her teaching. She proposed® new ways of teaching,
including holding discussion groups where students exchange ideas.

Mary said it was while teaching at Buckland that she first thought of
founding a private school open to daughters of farmers and skilled
workers. She wanted education, not profits, to be the most important thing
about the school. At that time, schools of higher learning usually were
supported by people interested in profits from their investment.

In eighteen-twenty-eight, Mary became sick with typhoid® fever. When her
health improved, she decided to leave Buckland, the school she had
started. She joined a close friend, Zilpah Grant, who had begun another
private school, Ipswich Female Seminary.

At Ipswich, Mary taught and was responsible for one-hundred-thirty
students. It was one of the best schools at the time. But it lacked financial
support. Mary said the lack of support was because of “good men’s fear of
greatness in women”. Zilpah Grant and Mary Lyon urged that Ipswich be
provided buildings so that the school might become permanent. However,
their appeal failed.

Mary resigned from Ipswich. She helped to organize another private school
for women, Wheaton Female Seminary in Norton, Massachusetts. It
opened in eighteen-thirty-five.

She also began to raise money for her dream of a permanent, non-profit
school for the higher education of women. This school would own its own
property. It would be guided by an independent group of directors. Its
finances would be the responsibility of the directors, not of investors
seeking profit.  The school would not depend on any one person to

continue. And, the students would share in cleaning and cooking to keep



costs down.

Mary Lyon got a committee of advisers to
help her in planning and building the
school.  She collected the first thousand
dollars for the school from women in and
around the town of Ipswich. At one point,
she even lent the committee some of her
own money. She did not earn any money
until she became head of the new school.

Clapp Laboratory
at Mount Holyoke College

Mary Lyon opened Mount Holyoke
Seminary for Women in eighteen-thirty-
seven. It was in the town of South Hadley, Massachusetts. She had raised
more than twelve-thousand dollars. It was enough to build a five-story
building.

Four teachers and the first class of eighty young women lived and studied
in the building when the school opened. By the next year, the number of
students had increased to one-hundred-sixteen. Mary knew the importance
of what had been established — the first independent school for the higher
education of women.

The school continued to grow. More students began to attend. The size of
the building was increased. And, all of the students were required to study
for four years instead of three.

Mary Lyon was head of the school for almost twelve years. She died in
eighteen-forty-nine. She was fifty-two years old.

She left behind a school of higher education for women. It had no debt.
And it had support for the future provided by thousands of dollars in gifts.




In eighteen-ninety-three, under a state law, Mount Holyoke Female
Seminary became a college. Mount Holyoke College was the first college
to offer women the same kind of education as was offered to men.

People who have studied Mary Lyon say she was not fighting a battle of
equality between men and women. Yet she knew she wanted more for
women.

Her efforts led to the spread of higher education for women in the United
States. Historians say she was the strongest influence on the education of
American young people during the middle of the nineteenth century. Her
influence lasted as the many students from Mary Lyon’s schools went out
to teach others.

( Note )

1. grandeur: TE/™ #f A
2. propose: i, #il
3. typhoid: Y%




I’m Shirley Griffith.

And I’'m Ray Freeman with the Special English program, People In
America. Every week we tell the story of someone important in the history
of the United States. Today we tell about Harriet Tubman, an African
American woman who fought slavery and oppression.

Historians say Harriet Tubman was born in the year eighteen-twenty.
Nobody really knows. In the United States in the nineteenth century the
birth of slaves was not recorded.

We do know that Harriet Tubman was one of the bravest women ever born
in the United States. She helped hundreds of people escape from slavery on
the Underground Railroad. This was a system that helped slaves escape
from the South to states where slavery was banned.

Because of her work on the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman was
called Moses. In the Bible, Moses was the leader of the Jewish people
enslaved in Egypt. He brought his people out of slavery to the promised
land. Harriet Tubman died in nineteen-thirteen. All her life, she always
tried to improve life for African Americans.

From a very early age, Harriet knew how slaves suffered. Her parents were
slaves. They belonged to Edward Brodas, a farmer in the middle Atlantic




state of Maryland. Harriet’s parents tried to protect her and their ten other
children as much as they could. There was little they could do, however.
Slaves were treated like animals. They could be sold at any time. Families
often were separated. Slave children were not permitted to act like
children. By the time Harriet was three years old, Mister Brodas ordered
her to carry notes from him to other farmers. Some of these farmers lived
as far as fifteen kilometers away. Harriet was punished if she stopped to

rest or play.

When Harriet was six years old, the
Brodas family sent her to work for
another family who lived near their
farm. While there, Harriet was infected
with the disease measles'. Even though
she was sick, she was forced to place
and remove animal traps in an icy river.
She was sent home when she became
dangerously ill. Harriet’s mother took
very good care of her. The child
survived. Then she was sent to work in
the Brodas’s house. Her owners never
gave her enough to eat. One day she
was working in the kitchen. She was looking at a piece of sugar in a silver
container when Missus Brodas saw her. Harriet ran away in fear. She was
caught and beaten very severely. Her owners decided that Harriet never
would make a good worker in the house. She was sent to the fields.

Harriet’s parents were sad. They worked in the fields and they knew how
difficult it was to survive the hard work. But working outside made
Harriet’s body strong. And she began to learn things from the other slaves.



