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Dedication

Dedicated to all those women and men who gave of their time
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and my granddaughters, Linday and Nickia, and my grandson,
Benjamin, always know what it is to enjoy all the advantages

that life has to offer.

—Roslyn Muraskin
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Although relatively neglected until the 1980s, the study of women employees in the justice
system, of women who break the law, and of women who suffer criminal victimization has
received growing attention from theorists, researchers, and policymakers. The literature has
made its way into both mainstream and specialized journals, specifically Women and Criminal
Justice and Violence Against Women. There are numerous examples of concepts that had
previously not been considered as central in criminological theory, but that once named
and explored, allowed for the development of considerable research and policy agendas.

The War on Drugs and related invasive, aggressive, and punitive justice practices—
which have been supported by local. state, and national criminal justice agencies—have
been referred to as the War on Women, which has resulted in a tremendous influx of
women into the courts and both jails and prisons. Large numbers of children have been
separated from their primary caregiver, and large numbers of incarcerated women experience
the stress of worry that their children do not have adequate care or just that of not knowing
what is happening to their children.

Intimate partner violence is one of a number of offense types that damage women
disproportionately. Others are sexual and gender harassment and sexual assault. Since the
victimization of women has been highlighted by research in the last few decades, there has
been a continuous discovery of previously unrecognized forms of abuse and previously
unknown groups of women who are affected. For instance, women are controlled not
only through physical battering but by economic deprivation that they can ameliorate only
by obeying an oppressive husband or partner; and immigrant groups thought to be rela-
tively untouched by wife abuse are found to be unknown to criminal justice system
agencies, but to suffer both physically and emotionally.
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Although theories relevant to gender and crime have been set forth and elaborated
increasingly in publications and at conferences, there are still areas that are relatively
unexplored or that are neglected in typical collections of readings and textbooks. One of
these is the intertwining of gender with race, class, and ethnicity. Research designs that
omit subgroups or ignore them in analysis, theories that focus on gender but ignore the
multiple statuses that people hold, and a continuing tendency to view gender as a variable at
the individual level and ignore the different opportunities and experiences afforded due to
gender on a societal level perpetuate the deficits in existing knowledge.

Roslyn Muraskin’s third edition of It'’s a Crime: Women and Justice contains articles
written by people who approach their topics with passion and concern. Each chapter meets
a need for further exploration of the reality of justice for women, and several provide
information about previously unstudied or understudied groups. The content places what
we know about women and justice within the broader area of women'’s issues, and extends
to medical concerns of offenders and workforce dilemmas of women who work as
judges, police, and lawyers. The book accomplishes its task by providing a critical
examination of justice for women, and exposing the reader to a wide variety of viewpoints,
analyses, and examples.

Merry Morash

School of Criminal Justice
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824



Preface

9,
*%*

It’'s a Crime: Women and Justice (third edition) is probably the most comprehensive text
with readings on the subject of women and the criminal justice system. “Never doubt that
a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed. it’s the only
thing that ever has™ (Margaret Mead). Over these many generations, dramatic social and
legal changes have been accomplished on behalf of women’s equality. Women have made
these changes happen. They have not been passive, but rather, have worked together to
make changes, to create a better world where there are few constrictions, During the times
of the American Revolution when America gained a new democracy, women had yet to
gain the freedom they deserved as human beings. There have always been women who
have worked throughout history for the betterment of society.

At the Seneca Falls Conference in 1848, women gathered together to declare that
“we hold these truths to be self evident that all men and women [emphasis mine] are created
equal.” In the Declaration of Sentiments, Elizabeth Stanton pointed out that “the history of
mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward
woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove
this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.” It went into specifics:

* Married women were legally dead in the eyes of the law.

*  Women were not allowed to vote.

*  Women had to submit to laws when they had no voice in their formation.

e Married women had no property rights.

* Husbands had legal power over and responsibility for their wives to the extent that
they could imprison or beat them with impunity.
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» Divorce and child custody laws favored men.

* Women had to pay property taxes although they had no representation in the levy-
ing of these taxes.

*  Most occupations were closed to women and when women did gain entry, they
were paid only a fraction of what men earned.

*  Women were not allowed to enter professions such as medicine or law.

¢ Women had no means to gain an education since no college or university would
accept women students.

*  With only a few exceptions, women were not allowed to participate in the affairs of
the church.

*  Women were robbed of their self-confidence and self-respect, and were made
totally dependent on men.

These were strong words. This was the status quo for women in the United States in
1848. In the words of Elizabeth Stanton: “Now in view of this entire disenfranchisement of
one-half the people of this country, their social and religious degradation—in view of the
unjust laws . . . and because women feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently
deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the
rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of these United States.” That was then.
The movement produced few results. Women did not receive the right to vote until the
passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution early in the twentieth century.

In the words of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg: I think about how
much we owe to the women who went before us—legions of women, some known but
many unknown. I applaud the bravery and resilience of those who helped all of us—you
and me—to be here today” (1998).

The potential for progress in the realm of women's issues and the criminal justice
system is possible because of the continuous battles that women have continued to fight
in striving for something called equality or parity of treatment. The history of women indi-
cates that gender should not be a factor in determining the legal rights of women and men,
but it has been. Dating back to 1776, when this country was being formed and the laws
were being written by men, it was Abigail Adams, in a letter to her husband, John, who
insisted that if in the new American Constitution, “care and attention are not paid to the
ladies,” they will foment a rebellion. Women have been fomenting that rebellion ever
since. The reader will find that the struggle is not over, even though women may have a
voice and are being heard.

In this work we talk about women as slaves: witcheraft: affirmative action; disparate
treatment of women; sexual harassment; crimes of violence; rights of privacy: women,
drugs, and AIDS: women in prison; women as victims of crime; women in criminal justice
professions; women and crime; and girls and delinquency.

The chapters that follow are written primarily by scholars and researchers in the field.
This third edition, as the previous two, deals with the most up to-date-issues and policies that
pertain to women as they are affected and treated by the criminal justice system as well as
those basic rights believed to be most fundamental by all. The material and topics provide
the best there is as they concern the gender-based problems we face in society today.
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In the words of the late Ted Alleman (with whom I worked on the first edition):
“Those who see the world entirely from a man’s perspective and are simply blind to the
existence and influence of women are said to be androcentric in their thinking.” Traditional
literature ignores the role of women. There are those who will deprecate and/or ignore a
woman’s point of view entirely. For women, public denigration is not socially acceptable.
Personal attacks should be a thing of the past.

Today, women and girls live the legacy of women’s rights. It is my passionate hope
that this work will result in more meaningful and thought-provoking dialogue concerning
the important problems women face in the criminal justice system. /t’s a crime, if we do
not realize the importance of the role that women play. Basic human rights are fundamental
to all, women and men alike. The raw material is presented in this text—hopefully, you
will make it come alive.

Roslyn Muraskin
Long Island University
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