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THE U. S. PRESIDENTIAL TV DEBATE

Introduction

U. S. presidential candidates are making final preparations
for their face-to-face debate with Democrat Michael Dukakis trail-
ing Vice President George Bush in the most recent public opinion
polls. Political analysts say tonight’ s nationally televised debate is
Dukakis’ best chance of making a strong impression with voters
and gain momentum against Mr. Bush in the last four weeks before
the election. Dukakis advisers say that he must show voters his per-
sonal qualities as well as his knowledge of the issues.

Mr. Bush says he also wants the people to know his personal
feelings about the country. The ninety-minute debate will be tele-
vised from a university campus in Los Angeles, California. The
Voice of America will broadcast the debate live beginning less than

one hour from now,at one hour GMT.

MR. SHAW «.cco. Governor, if Kitty Dukakis‘® were raped
and murdered, would you favor an irrevocable death penalty for
the killer?

MR. DUKAKIS . ‘’No, I don’ t, Bernard,and I think you know
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that I' ve opposed the death penalty during all of my life. I don’ t
see any evidence that it’ s a deterrent,and I think there are better
and more effective ways to deal with violent crimes, We' ve done
so in my own state,and it’ s one of the reasons why we have had
the biggest drop in crime of any industrini state in America, why
we have the lowest murder rate of any industrial state in America.

But we have work to do in this nation; we have work to do to
fight a real war and not a phony war against drugs. And that’ s
something that I want to lead,something we haven’ t had over the
course of the past many years,even though the vice president has
been,at least allegedly,in chiarge of that war. We have much to do
to step up that war,to double the number of drug enforcement a-
gents, to fight both here and abroad,to work with our neighbors in
this hemisphere. And T want to call a hemispheric summit just as
soon after the 20th of January as possible to fight that war. ’

But we also have to deal with drug education and prevention
here at home. And that’ s one of the things that I hope I can lead
personally as the president of the United States. We’ ve had great
success in my own state,and we' ve reached out to young people
and their families and been able to help them by beginning drug e-
ducation and prevention in the early elementary grades.

So we can fight this war and we can win this war ,and we can
do so in a way that marshals our forces,that provides real support
for state and local law enforcement officers who have not been
getting that kind of support,do it in a way which will bring down

violence in this nation,will help our youngsters to stay away from
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drugs, will stop this avalanche of drugs that’ s pouring into the
country ,and will make it possible for our kids and our families to
grow up in safe and secure and decent neighborhoods.

MR. SHAW ;Mr. Vice President,your one-minute rebuttal.

MR. BUSH .’ Well, a lot of what this campaign is about, it
seems to me, Bernie, is to a question of values. And here, I do
have, on this particular question,a big difference with my oppo-
nent.

You see, I do believe that some crimes are so heinous,so bru-
tal,so outrageous——and I' d say particularly those that result in
those real brutal crimes,I do be-

the death of a police officer
lieve in the death penalty. And I think it is a deterrent. And I be-
lieve we need it,and I’ m glad that the Congress moved on this
drug bill, and it finally called for that,related to these narcotics
drug kingpins. And so, we just have an honest difference of opin-

ion. I support it,and he doesn’ t.

MR. SHAW ;Now, to you, Vice President Bush. I quote to you
this from Article K of the 20th Amendment of the Constitution ;
Quote, “If ,at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the
president, the president-elect shall have died, the vice president-
elect shall become president, ”meaning,if you are elected and die

before Inauguration Day®
MR. BUSH ;Bernie]
MR. SHAW ; automatically ,automettt€flly , Dan Quayle® would
become the 41st president of the United States. What have you to
3
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say about that possibility ?

MR. BUSH: I’ d have confidence in him ,and I made a good se-
lection. And ' ve never seen such a pounding,an unfair pounding,
on a young senator in my entire life. And I’ ve never seen a presi-

dential campaign where the presidential nominee runs against my

vice presidential nominee never seen before. You know, Lloyd
Bentsen” jumped on Dan Quayle when Dan Quayle said he' s had
roughly the same amount of experience. He had two terms in the
Congress; he had two terms in the Senate,serving his second term.

He founded the authored the Job Training Partnership

Act that says to American working men and women that are
thrown out of work for no fault of their own,that they' re going to
have jobs. We’ re moving into a new ,competitive age,and we need
that kind of thing. He ,unlike my opponent, is an expert in national
defense, helped amend the INF Treaty,so we got a good, sound
treaty when these people over here were talking about a freeze. If
we' d listened to them,we would never have had a treaty.

And so T have great confidence in him and he! s——it' s
turning around. You know, the American people are fair. They
don’ t like it when there’ s an unfair pounding and kind of hooting
about people. They want to judge it on the record itself. And so
I’ m proud of my choice. And,you know,I don’ t think age is the
only criterion. But I' I tell you something, I’ m proud that people
that are 30 years old and 40 years old now have someone in their
generation that is going to be vice president of the United States of
America. I made a good selection. The American people are seeing

4
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it and I m proud of it. That' s what I’ d say. And he could do the
job.

MR. SHAW ; Governor Dukakis,your one-minute rebuttal.

MR. DUKAKIS ;. Bernard , this was the first presidential decision
that we, as nominees, were called upon to make and that’ s why
people are so concerned because it was an opportunity for us to
demonstrate what we were looking for in a running mate. Mote
than that,it was the first national security decision that we had to
make.

The vice president talks about national security. Three times
since World War [ ,the vice president has had to suddenly be-
come the president and commander in chief. I picked Lloyd Bentsen
because 1 thought he was the best qualified person for the job. Mr.
Bush picked Dan Quayle and,before he did it,he said, “Watch my
chuice for vice president. Tt will iell all. "And it sure did. Ii sure
did.

MR. SHAW ; Ann Compton® for the vice president.

MS. COMPTON ; Thank you, Bernie. Mr. Vice President, yes, we
read your lips; “No new taxes. "But,despite that same pledge from
President Reagan,after income tax rates were cut,in each of the
on Social Se-

last five years,some federal taxes have gone up
curity ®>, cigarettes , liquor ,even long-distance telephone calls. Now
that’ s money straight out of people’ s wallets. Isn’ t the phrase“no
new taxes”misleading the voters?
MR. BUSH ; No, because that’ s——that I’ m pledged to that.
And, yes, some taxes have gone up. And the main point is taxes
5
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have been cut and yet income is up to the federal government by
25 percent in the last three years. And so, what I want to do is
keep this expansion going. I don’ t want to kill it off by a tax in-
crease.

More Americans are at work today than at any time in the
history of this country and a greater percentage of the work force.
And the way you kill expansions is to raise taxes. And I don’ t
want to do that. And I won' t do that. And what I have proposed is
something much better. And it’ s going to take discipline of the ex-
ecutive branch. It’ s going to take discipline of the congressional
branch—— and that is what I call a flexible freeze that allows
but does

growth=-— about 4 percent or the rate of inflation
not permit the Congress just to add on spending.

1 hear this talk about a blank check. The American people are
pretty smart. They know who writes out the checks. And they
know who appropriates the money. It is the United States Congress
and by two to one,Congress is blamed for these deficits. And the
answer is to discipline both the executive branch and the congres-
sional branch by holding the line on taxes.

So I am pledged to do that. And those pessimists who say it
can’ t be done. I’ m sorry. I just have fundamental disagreement
with them.

MR. SHAW .Governor Dukakis, your one-minute response.

MR. DUKAKIS ; Ann, the vice president made that pledge;he’ s
broken it three times in the past year already,so it isn’ t worth the

paper it’ s printed on. And what I’ m concerned about is that if we
6
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continue with the policies that Mr. Bush is talking about here this
flexible freeze—— somebody described it the other

evening
day as a kind of economic Slurpee. ¢®

He wants to spend billions on virtually every weapons system
around. He says he’ s not going to raise taxes,though he has broken
that pledge repeatedly. He says he wants to give the wealthiest 1
percent in this country a five-year, $ 40 billion tax break, and
we’ re going to pay for it. And he’ s been proposing all kinds of
programs for new spending costing billions.

Now, if we continue with these policies, this trillion and a half
dollars worth of new debt that’ s already been added on the backs
of the American taxpayers is going to increase even more. If we
continue with this for another four years,then I’ m worried about
the next generation, whether we can ever turn this situation
around. )

No, we need a chief executive who' s prepared to lead, who
won’ t blame the Congress, but will lead, will bring down that
deficit , will make tough choices on spending,will go out and do the
job that we expect of him and do with it the Congress of the United
States.

MR. SHAW ; And to Governor Dukakis.

MS. COMPTON; Governor, let me follow up on that by asking
you,you’ ve said it many times,that you’ ve balanced 10 budgets
in a row in Massachusetts. Are you promising the American peo-
ple, here tonight,that within a four-year presidential term,you will
balance the federal budget?
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MR. DUKAKIS ; No, I’ m not sure I can promise that. I don’ t
think either one of us can,really. There’ s no way of anticipating
what may happen. I will say this, that we’ 1l set as our goal a
steady, gradual reduction of the deficit, which will require tough
choices on spending. It will require a good strong rate of economic

growth. It will require a plan that the president works out with the

Congress——.doesn’ t blame them, works it out with them
which brings that defieit down. It will require us to go out and col-
lect billions and billions of dollars in taxes owed that aren’ t being
paid in this country. And that’ s grossly unfair to the average
American who’ s paying his taxes,and paying them on time,and

doesn’ t have any alternative it’ s taken out of his paycheck. .

Mr. Bush says we' re going to put the IRS“Y on every tax-
payer. That’ s not what we’ re going to do. I’ m for the Taxpayer
Bill of Rights. Well, I think it’ s unconscionable, Ann, that we
should be talking or thinking about imposing new taxes on average

over a hundred

Americans, when there are billions out there
billion dollars in taxes owed that aren’ t being paid.

Now, I think if we work together on it,and if you have a
president that will work with the Congress and the American peo-
ple,we can bring that deficit down steadily, $ 20,25, 30 billion a
year, build economic growth,build a good strong future for Ameri-
ca,invest in those things which we must invest in ;economic devel-
opment, good jobs, good schools for our kids, college opportunity
for young people,decent health care and affordable housing,and a

clean and safe environment. We can do all of those things,and at
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the same time build a future in which we’ re standing on a good
strong fiscal foundation.

Senator Bentsen said ,as you recall at the debate with Senator
Quayle, that if you give any of us $ 200 billion worth of hot
checks a year,we can create an illusion of prosperity. But sooner or
later ,that credit card mentality isn’ t going to work. And I want to
bring to the White House a sense of strength and fiscal responsibili-
ty which will build a good strong foundation under which this
country,or above which this country can move, grow,invest and
build the best America for its people and for our kids and our
grand-kids.

MR. SHAW . Mr. Vice President,your one-minute response.

MR. BUSH ; The governor has to balance a budget in his state.
He' s required to by law. He’ s raised taxes several times. I wish he
would join me,as a matter of fact,in appealing to the American
people for the balanced-budget amendment for the federal govern-
ment and for the line-item veto. I' d like to have that line-item ve-
to for the president,because I think that would be extraordinarily
helpful.

And T won' t do one other thing that he’ s had to do——took
$ 29 million out of his state pension fund. That’ s equivalent in the
federal level of taking out of the Social Security Trust Fund. I' m
not going to do that. I won’ t do that. And so I’ m still a little un-
clear as to whether he’ s for or against a tax increase. I have been
all for the Taxpayer’ s Bill of Rights all along. And this idea of un-

feashing a whole bunch, an army,a conventional force army of
9
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IRS agents into everybody’ s kitchen I mean,he’ s against most
defense matters,and now he wants to get an army of IRS auditors
going out there. I’ m against that. I oppose that.

MR. SHAW:. I’ m going to say this,and I’ m going to say it
once to every person in this auditorium. What these candidates are
about is of utmost seriousness to the American voters. They should
be heard,and you should be quiet. If you are not quiet,I’ m going
to implore the candidates to do something about prodding—— or
quieting their own partisans. But we cannot get through this pro-
gram with these outbursts. Margaret Warner'?, for Governor
Dukakis.

MS. WARNER ; Good evening, Governor, Mr. Vice President.
Governor ,you won the first debate on intellect,and yet you lost it
on heart.

MR. BUSH ; Just a minute.

MR. DUKAKIS ;T don’ t know about the vice—

MS. WARNER ; You' ll get your turn. The American public——

MR. DUKAKIS ;T don’ t know whether the vice president agrees
with that.

MS. WARNER;: The American public admired your perfor-
mance, but didn’ t seem to like you much. Now Ronald Reagan has
found his personal warmth to be a tremendous political asset. Do
you think that a president has to be likable to be an effective lead-
er?

MR. DUKAKIS ; Margaret, may I go back and just say to the
vice president that I didn’ t raid the pension fund in Massachusetts.

10
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You' re dead wrong, George. We didn’ t do that. As a matter of
fact,I' m the first governor in the history of my state to fund that
pension system,and I’ m very proud of that. And you just had
your——

~——You just have your information-——no,we did not. No,
we did not. I’ ve been in politics for 25 years,Margaret. I’ ve won
a lot of elections;l’ ve lost a few,as you know,and learned from
those losses. I won the Democratic nomination in 51 separate con-
tests. I think I’ m a reasonably likable guy. I’ m serious, though I
think I’ m a little more lovable these days than I used to be back in
my youth when I began in my state legislature. But I’ m also a se-
rious guy. I think the presidency of the United States is a very seri-
ous office. And I think we have to address these issues in a very se-
rious way.

So 1 hope and expect that I’ 11 be liked by the people of this
country as president of the United States. I certainly hope I' 1l be
liked by them on the 8th of November. But I also think it’ s impor-
tant to be somebody who’ s willing to make those tough choices.
Now, we’ ve just heard two or three times from the vice president
that he’ s not going to raise taxes. I repeat, within days after you
made that pledge,you broke it. You said, “Well, maybe as a last
resort, we’ Il do it,”and you supported legislation this year that’ s
involved tax increases not once,but tw@ce.

So that pledge isn’ t realistic,and I think the vice president
knows it. I think the people of this country know it. The fact of the
matter is that the next president of the United States is going to

11
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have to go to the White House seriously, he’ s going to have to
work with the Congress seriously. He can’ t turn to the Congress
and blame them for the fact that we don’ t have a balanced budget
and that we have billions and billions of dollars in red ink.

And T’ m going to be a president who is serious. I hope and
expect will be liked by the American people. But more than that,
will do the kind of job that I’ m elected to do, will do it with as
much good humor as I can, but at the same time, will do it in a

way which will achieve the goals we want for ourselves and our

pecople. And 1 think we know what they are

MR. SHAW . Governorsss++«
MR. DUKAKIS ; a good strong future,a future in which

there

MR. SHAW . Your time has run out,sir.

MR. DUKAKIS ;is opportunity for all of our citizens.

MR. SHAW .One minute from the vice president.

MR. BUSH .1 don’ t think it’ s a question of whether people like
you or not to make you an effective leader. I think it’ s whether
you share the broad dreams of the American people, whether you
have confidence in the people’ s ability to get things done, or
whether you think it all should be turned over,as many of the lib-
erals do,to Washington,D. C. You see, I think it’ s a question of
values, not likability or lovability.

It’ s a question in foreign affairs of experience, knowing
world leaders,knowing how to build on a superb record of this ad-
ministration in arms control because you’ d know exactly how to
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