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Cindy Rucker, 29 years old, recently
took time off from her job in the
New Orleans public school system

to have her first child.

Although she is only 28 years
old, Baktnizar Kahn has five
children, a common pattern
in Afghanistan.
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The world needs more sociology. We live in an age when—to read the
polls—most people are anxious about their economic future,
unhappy with government, and worried about the future of the
planet. Perhaps it is not too far from the truth to say that many of us
feel overwhelmed, as if we were up against forces we can barely grasp.
That’s where sociology comes in. For the last 150 years, sociol-
ogists have been working to better understand how society operates.
We sociologists may not have all the answers, but we have learned a
lot. A beginning course in sociology is your introduction to the fas-
cinating and very useful study of the world around you, the world
we all have a stake in understanding and, as best we can, improving.
Society: The Basics, Tenth Edition, provides you with all the basics
about how this world works. You will find the book to be informa-
tive and even entertaining. Sociology is fun. It is also a field of study
than can change the way you see the world and open the door to
many new opportunities. What could be more exciting than that?

A Word about Language

This text’s commitment to describing the social diversity of the
United States and the world carries with it the responsibility to use
language thoughtfully. In most cases, this text uses the terms
“African American” and “person of color” rather than the word
“black.” Similarly, we use the terms “Latino,” “Latina,” and “His-
panic” to refer to people of Spanish descent. Most tables and figures
refer to “Hispanics” because this is the term the Census Bureau uses
when collecting statistical data about our population.

Students should realize, however, that many individuals do not
describe themselves using these terms. Although the word “His-
panic” is commonly used in the eastern part of the United States and
“Latino” and the feminine form “Latina” are widely heard in the
West, across the United States people of Spanish descent identify
with a particular ancestral nation, whether it be Argentina, Mexico,
some other Latin American country, or Spain or Portugal in Europe.

The same holds for Asian Americans. Although this term is a
useful shorthand in sociological analysis, most people of Asian
descent think of themselves in terms of a specific country of origin,
say, Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, or Vietnam.

In this text, the term “Native American” refers to all the inhabi-
tants of the Americas (including Alaska and the Hawaiian Islands)
whose ancestors lived here prior to the arrival of Europeans. Here
again, however, most people in this broad category identify with
their historical society, such as Cherokee, Hopi, Seneca, or Zuni. The
term “American Indian” refers to only those Native Americans who
live in the continental United States, not including Native peoples
living in Alaska or Hawaii.

xviii

On a global level, this text avoids the word “American”—which
literally designates two continents—to refer to just the United
States. For example, referring to this country, the term “the U.S.
economy” is more precise than “the American economy.” This con-
vention may seem a small point, but it implies the significant recog-
nition that we in this country represent only one society (albeit a
very important one) in the Americas.

Supplements

Society: The Basics, Tenth Edition, is the heart of an unprecedented
multimedia learning package that includes a wide range of proven
instructional aids as well as several new ones. As the author of the
text, I maintain a keen interest in all the supplements to ensure their
quality and integration with the text. The supplements for this revi-
sion have been thoroughly revised and updated.

For the Instructor

Annotated Instructor’s Edition. (0-13-501861-7) The AIE is a
complete student text with author annotations on every page. These
annotations, which have been thoroughly revised for this edition,
have won consistent praise from instructors for enriching class pre-
sentations. The annotations are especially useful to new instructors,
but they are written to be helpful to even the most seasoned teach-
ers. Margin notes include summaries of research findings, statistics
from the United States and other nations, insightful quotations,
information highlighting patterns of social diversity in the United
States, and high-quality survey data from the General Social Survey
conducted by the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) and
from World Values Survey data from the Inter-University Consor-
tium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR).

Instructor’s Manual. (0-13-501885-4) This text offers an instruc-
tor’s manual that will be of interest even to those who have never
chosen to use one before. The manual—now revised by the
author—provides the expected detailed chapter outlines and discus-
sion questions and much more, including statistical profiles of the
United States and other nations, summaries of important develop-
ments, recent articles from Teaching Sociology that are relevant to
classroom discussions, suggestions for classroom activities, and sup-
plemental lecture material for every chapter of the text.

Test Item File. (0-13-501886-2) This key author-created supple-
ment reflects the material in the textbook—both in content and in
language—far better than the testing file available with any other
introductory sociology textbook. The file contains over 2,000 items—



more than 100 per chapter—in multiple-choice, true-false, and essay
formats. All of the questions are identified by level of difficulty.

MyTest. (0-13-501887-0) This online, computerized software
allows instructors to create their own personalized exams, to edit
any or all of the existing test questions, and to add new questions.
Other special features of this program include random generation
of test questions, creation of alternative versions of the same test,
scrambling question sequence, and test preview before printing.

Prentice Hall Film and Video Guide: Introductory Sociology,
Seventh Edition. (0-13-191807-9) Newly updated by Peter
Remender of the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, this guide links
important concepts in the text directly to compelling, student-
focused feature films and documentaries. A summary of each film is
provided, and critical thinking questions allow the instructor to
highlight the relevance of each film or video to concepts in sociology.

ABCNEWS ABC News/Pearson Video Library: Sociology on
DVD. (0-13-501862-5) Few educators will dispute that video is the
most dynamic supplement one can use to enhance a class. Prentice
Hall and ABC News are working together to bring to you the best and
most comprehensive video material available in the college market.
Through its wide variety of award-winning programs—Nightline, This
Week, World News Tonight, and 20/20—ABC News offers a resource for
feature and documentary-style videos. An excellent instructor’s guide
carefully and completely integrates the videos into lectures. The guide
has a synopsis of each video, discussion questions to help stimulate
classroom discussion, and testing questions for instructors to use.

Prentice Hall Introductory Sociology PowerPoint® Slides. These
PowerPoint slides combine graphics and text in a colorful format to
help you convey sociological principles in a new and exciting way.
Each chapter of the textbook has approximately fifteen to twenty-
five slides that communicate the key concepts in that chapter. For
easy access, they are available in the instructor portion of MySocLab
for Society: The Basics, Tenth Edition.

Media Supplements

reasOn MySocLab™ is an engaging student and fac-
mySOCIa ulty learning system for introductory sociol-

ogy courses. It allows students to test their mastery of the concepts
in the book by providing chapter-by-chapter diagnostic tests.
Results from the diagnostic tests build a customized study plan, and
students are provided rich supplementary content to help them
learn any concepts they have not yet mastered.

MySocLab allows instructors to track the progress of both indi-
vidual students and the class as a whole. Based on the diagnostic

results of the class, instructors receive a suggested customized lesson
plan. The customized lesson plan enables the instructor to modify
classroom activities to reflect student performance.

Companion Website™. In tandem with the text, stu-

dents and professors can now take full advantage of the

Internet to enrich their study of sociology. Features of

the site include chapter objectives, study questions, and
links to interesting material and information from other sites on the
Web that will reinforce and enhance the content of each chapter.
The Companion Website is available to both students and instruc-
tors: Go to http://www.prenhall.com/macionis, and click on the
cover of Society: The Basics, Tenth Edition.

Research Navigator™ can help students
complete research assignments efficiently and
confidently by providing three exclusive data-
bases of high-quality scholarly and popular articles accessed by easy-
to-use search engines.

+ EBSCO’s ContentSelect™ Academic Journal Database, organized by
subject, contains fifty to one hundred of the leading academic journals
for sociology. Instructors and students can search the online journals by
keyword, topic, or multiple topics. Articles include abstract and citation
information and can be cut, pasted, e-mailed, or saved for later use.

* The New York Times Search-by-Subject™ Archive provides articles spe-
cific to sociology and is searchable by keyword or multiple keywords.
Instructors and students can view full-text articles from the world’s
leading journalists writing for The New York Times.

+ Link Library offers editorially selected “best of the Web” sites for sociol-
ogy. The Link Library is continually scanned and kept up-to-date, provid-
ing the most relevant and most accurate links for research assignments.

Students and instructors can gain access to Research Naviga-
tor™ by using the access code found in the front of the brief Pear-
son Guide to Research Navigator™ (0-205-63340-4). The access code
for Research Navigator is included with every guide and can be
packaged for no extra charge with Society: The Basics, Tenth Edition.
Please contact your Pearson representative for more information.

Telecourse. The Macionis texts Sociology and Society: The Basics
have been selected for use in the new telecourse “The Way We Live,”
available on DVD from INTELECOM. To find out more about this
truly outstanding course, go to http://www.intelecom.org and,
under the Alphabetical Listing of Courses, click on “The Way We
Live” or call (800) 576-2988.

For the Student

Study Guide. (0-13-501884-6) This complete guide helps students
review and reflect on the material presented in Society: The Basics,
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Tenth Edition. Each of the sixteen chapters in the Study Guide pro-
vides an overview of the corresponding chapter in the student text,
summarizes its major topics and concepts, offers applied exercises,
and features end-of-chapter tests with answers.

SocNotes. (0-13-501889-7) Designed to allow students to study
more effectively for tests, this study resource helps students organize
their course materials. Based on the PowerPoint® presentations
available with Society: The Basics, Tenth Edition, SocNotes includes
key concepts and art from each chapter presented in PowerPoint®
slide format with space for taking notes.

VangoNotes. These chapter reviews from Society: The
Basics, Tenth Edition, in downloadable mp3 format allow
students to study on the go. Students can listen to the fol-
lowing selections for each chapter of the textbook:

vangio),

£ Heori.Geti

+ Big Ideas: The “need to know” for each chapter

+ Practice Test: A gut check for the Big Ideas—tells students if they need
to keep studying

* Key Terms: Audio “flashcards” to help students review key concepts
and terms

+ Rapid Review: A quick drill session to be used right before the test

Sociological Classics: A Prentice Hall Pocket Reader. (0-13-
191806-0) Compiled by the sociologist David Kauzlarich, this edited
volume features fourteen selections from classical sociological theo-
rists. Contact your local Prentice Hall sales representative for more
information.

“10 Ways to Fight Hate”. (0-13-028146-8) Produced by the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, the leading hate crime and crime watch
organization in the United States, this free supplemental brochure
walks students through ten steps they can take on their own campus
or in their own neighborhood to fight hate every day.

In Appreciation

The usual practice of crediting a book to a single author hides the
efforts of dozens of women and men who have helped create Society:
The Basics, Tenth Edition. 1 offer my deep and sincere thanks to the
Pearson editorial team, including Yolanda de Rooy, division presi-
dent; Leah Jewell, editorial director; and Dickson Musslewhite, edi-
tor-in-chief, for their steady enthusiasm in the pursuit of both inno-
vation and excellence.

Day-to-day work on the book is shared by the author and the
production team. Barbara Reilly, Pearson production editor, is a key
member of the group who is responsible for the attractive page lay-
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out of the book; indeed, if anyone “sweats the details” as much as I
do, it is Barbara! Amy Marsh Macionis, our “in house” editor, checks
virtually everything, untangling awkward phrases and banishing
errors and inconsistencies in all the statistical data. Amy is a most tal-
ented editor who is relentless in her pursuit of quality. My debt to her
is great indeed. Kimberlee Klesner is the newest member of the team,
a highly talented social science researcher who works with John and
Amy to provide much of the very latest data that keeps the book
accurate and current. Kimberlee has brought a level of enthusiasm
that matches her considerable abilities, and I thank her for both.

I also want to thank the members of the Pearson sales staff, the
men and women who have given this text such remarkable support
over the years. My hat goes off especially to Brandy Dawson and
Kelly May, who share responsibility for our marketing campaign.

Thanks, too, to Kathy Mrozek for providing both the interior
and cover design of the book. Developmental and copy editing
of the manuscript was skillfully done by Bruce Emmer and Amy
Marsh Macionis.

It goes without saying that every colleague knows more about a
number of topics covered in this book than the author does. For that
reason, I am grateful to the hundreds of faculty and the many stu-
dents who have written to me to offer comments and suggestions.
More formally, I am grateful to the following people who have
reviewed some or all of this manuscript:

Boyejo Adefuye, Collin County Community College

Gerald Barrish, Bellevue Community College

Meryl Cozart, Towson University

Daniel Farr, College of Saint Rose

Anita Gardner, Mitchell Community College

Patricia Gibbs, Foothill College

Jennifer Haskin-Corwin, Washtenaw Community College/Eastern Michigan University
Roneiko Henderson, Tidewater Community College

Jeanne Humble, Bluegrass Community & Technical College
Rose Hunte, Metropolitan Community College

Christine Janis, Northern Illinois University

Carol Jenkins, Glendale Community College

Chalane Lechuga, University of New Mexico—Albuquerque
J. Beth Mabry, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Sondra McKinney, Southwest Missouri State University
Kendra Murphy, University of Memphis

Meryl Nason, University of Texas—Dallas

Juanita Ortiz, University of Oklahoma—Norman

Sarah Pitcher, San Diego City College

Timothy Sexton, Chippewa Valley Technical College
Marybeth Stalp, University of Northern lowa

Karen Stewart-Cain, Trident Technical College

Christian Vaccaro, Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Steven Vassar, Minnesota State University—Mankato
Martha Warburton, University of Texas—Brownsville
Rowan Wolf, Portland Community College

Delores Wunder, College of Dupage



I also wish to thank the following colleagues for sharing their

wisdom in ways that have improved this book:

Doug Adams (Ohio State University), Francis O. Adeola (University of New
Orleans), Arfa Aflatooni (Linn-Benton Community College), Kimberly A. Alexander
(Lock Haven University), Kip Armstrong (Bloomsburg University), Rose Arnault
(Fort Hays State University), Scott Beck (Eastern Tennessee State University), Lois
Benjamin (Hampton University), Philip Berg (University of Wisconsin—La Crosse),
Shawn Bingham (University of South Florida), Elizabeth Bodien (Northampton
Community College), Janet Carlisle Bogdan (LeMoyne College), Alessandro
Bonanno (Sam Houston State University), Karen Bourg (Nashville State Community
College), Cris Braesch (Hennepin Technical College), Charlotte Brauchle (Southwest
Texas Junior College and Saint Mary’s University), John R. Brouillette (Colorado
State University), Cathryn Brubaker (Georgia Perimeter College), Brent Bruton
(Iowa State University), Richard Bucher (Baltimore City Community College), Yang
Cai (Caldwell College), Karen Campbell (Vanderbilt University), Cecilia Cantrell
(Georgia State University), Harold Conway (Blinn College), Allison Cotton (Prairie
View A & M University), Gerry Cox (Fort Hays State University), Lovberta Cross
(Southwest Tennessee Community College), James A. Davis (Harvard University),
Sophia DeMasi (Montgomery County Community College), C. Holly Denning, U of
Wisconsin, Whitewater), Sumati Devadutt (Monroe Community College), Mary
Donaghy (Arkansas State University), Keith Doubt (Northeast Missouri State Uni-
versity), William Dowell (Heartland Community College), Lilli M. Downes (Polk
Community College), Doug Downey (Ohio State University), Denny Dubbs (Harris-
burg Area Community College), Travis Eaton (Northeast Louisiana State University),
Helen Rose Fuchs Ebaugh (University of Houston), John Ehle (Northern Virginia
Community College), Roger Eich (Hawkeye Community College), Tracy Elliott
(Collin County Community College), Kevin Everett (Radford University), Heather
Fitz Gibbon (College of Wooster), Kevin Fitzpatrick (University of Alabama—Birm-
ingham), Dona Fletcher (Sinclair Community College), Charles Frazier (University
of Florida), Karen Lynch Frederick (Saint Anselm College), Patricia Gagné (Univer-
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The sociological perspective shows us that
the society around us influences how we act
"""""""" and even what we think and how we feel.
Learning to see the world sociologically is
useful in many ways—and it is also fun!
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