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Ballantine, Hammack, and Stuber's The Sociology of Education textbook examines education through a
systemic description of how structural, cultural, and individual factors intersect to shape educational desigri
for communities and their future as well as individual expectations and learning outcomes. Theoretically
progréssive, the authors go beyond traditional sociological descriptions and innovatively include post-
modern, feminist, and critical perspectives that enable bottom-up perspectives and margin-to-center
discussions. Over many years of use in both online and traditional courses the book has always provided
an innovative “out-of-the-box” teaching and learning alternative to sociological descriptions of education.
Jesse Garcia, Lamar University

| have used this book since its first edition and it remains one of the top comprehensive texts on the
market in sociology of education. The “open system model” provides a clear context for a sociological
analysis of schooling that is accessible to students and yet complex enough to lay the groundwork for
the extensive education policy discussions that fill each chapter. Since my course focuses on inequalities
in schooling, this edition is even stronger in that gender and racial disparities are given full treatment in
separate chapters and are not collapsed into one as in the past. This is my go-to resource whenever |
address educational issues in any sociology course.

William A. Mirola, Marian University

The Sociology of Education: A Systematic Analysis is a comprehensive and cross-cultural look at the sociology
of education. This textbook gives a sociological analysis of education by incorporating a diverse set of
theoretical approaches. The authors include practical applications and current educational issues to discuss
the structure and processes that make education systems work as well as the role sociologists play in both
understanding and bringing about change. v

In addition to up-to-date examples and research, the eighth edition presents three chapters on inequality in
educational access and experiences, where class, race and ethnicity, and gender are presented as separate
(though intersecting) vectors of educational inequality. Each chapter combines qualitative and quantitative
approaches and relevant theory, classics and emerging research, and micro- and macro-level perspectives.

Jeanne H. Ballantine is University Professor Emerita of Sociology at Wright State University. She received
her Master’s degree from Columbia University and her PhD from Indiana University. Jeanne has taught in

a number of venues including Japan, Brazil, Spain, Italy, Rwanda (as a Fulbright scholar), Semester at Sea,

and Wittenberg University in Ohio. Her primary areas of scholarship are sociology of education, applied
sociology, global studies, and global women'’s issues. g

Floyd M. Hammack is Professor Emeritus in the Sociology of Education Program at New York
University's Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development. He edited The
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Social Mobility: High School Reform for College Access and Success,” in the Journal of School Choice.

Jenny Stuber is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of North Florida. She has published
two books, Inside the College Gates (Lexington Books, 201 |) and Exploring Inequality: A Sociological
Approach (Oxford University.#ggss, 2016). In addition, her research has appeared in Sociological Forum,
The Journal of Contemporary logy, The International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, and
Teaching in Higher Education.
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The Sociology of Education

The Sociology of Education: A Systematic Analysis is a comprehensive and cross-cultural
look at the sociology of education. This textbook gives a sociological analysis of
education by incorporating a diverse set of theoretical approaches. The authors include
practical applications and current educational issues to discuss the structure and
processes that make education systems work as well as the role sociologists play in both
understanding and bringing about change.

In addition to up-to-date examples and research, the eighth edition presents three
chapters on inequality in educational access and experiences, where class, race and
ethnicity, and gender are presented as separate (though intersecting) vectors of
educational inequality. Each chapter combines qualitative and quantitative approaches
and relevant theory, classics and emerging research, and micro- and macro-level
perspectives.

Jeanne H. Ballantine is University Professor Emerita of Sociology at Wright State
University. She received her Master’s degree from Columbia University and her PhD
from Indiana University. Jeanne has taught in a number of venues including Japan,
Brazil, Spain, Italy Rwanda (as a Fulbright scholar), Semester at Sea, and Wittenberg
University in Ohio. Her primary areas of scholarship are sociology of education,
applied sociology, global studies, and global women’s issues.

Floyd M. Hammack is Professor Emeritus in the Sociology of Education Program
at New York University’s Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human
Development. He edited The Comprehensive High School Today (Teachers College Press,
2004), and recently published “Schooling for Social Mobility: High School Reform for
College Access and Success,” in the Journal of School Choice.

Jenny Stuber is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of North Florida.
In addition to her book Inside the College Gates (Lexington Books, Lanham, MD, 2011),
her research has appeared in Sociological Forum, The Journal of Contemporary Sociology, The
International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, and Teaching in Higher Education.



Ballantine, Hammack, and Stuber’s Sociology of Education textbook examines education
through a systemic description of how structural, cultural, and individual factors
intersect to shape educational design for communities and their future as well as
individual expectations and learning outcomes. Theoretically progressive, the authors’
go beyond traditional sociological descriptions and innovatively include post-modern,
feminists, and critical perspectives that enable bottom-up perspectives and margin-to-
center discussions. Over many years of use in both online and traditional courses

the book has always provided an innovative ‘out-of-the-box’ teaching—and learning
alternative to sociological descriptions of education.

Jesse Garcia, Lamar University

I have used this book since its first edition and it remains one of the top comprehensive
texts on the market in sociology of education. The “open system model” provides a
clear context for a sociological analysis of schooling that is accessible to students and yet
complex enough to lay the ground work for the extensive education policy discussions
that fill each chapter. Since my course focuses on inequalities in schooling, this edition
is even stronger in that gender and racial disparities are given full treatment in separate
chapters and are not collapsed into one as in the past. This is my go-to resource
whenever I address educational issues in any sociology course.

William A. Mirola, Marian University



PREFACE

Integrating the important and diverse topics in the field of sociology of education by
showing how they are related to one another is the main goal of this text. It emphasizes
the diversity of theoretical approaches and issues in the field and the application of this
knowledge to the understanding of education and schooling. Education is changing
rapidly; it is no easy task to present the excitement of a dynamic field with diverse and
disparate topics. To present the material to students in a meaningful way, a unifying
framework—an open systems approach—is used. It is meant to provide a coherent
structure to the field of education, not to detract from the theory, empirical, and
practical content of sociology of education.

In the eighth edition of the text, discussions of new studies and current topics
replace and supplement older topics. All tables and figures, new and existing, present
the latest data available at the time of revision. This edition also presents three chapters
on inequality in educational access and experiences, where class, race and ethnicity, and
gender are presented as separate (though intersecting) vectors of educational inequality.
Each chapter combines qualitative and quantitative approaches and relevant theory,
classics and emerging research, and micro- and macro-level perspectives.

We are pleased to introduce our new co-author, Dr. Jenny Stuber, a sociologist
of education from the University of North Florida. She brings new ideas, content,
organization, and additional student-friendly content to the book, making this an
exciting and extensive revision. Her research focuses on social class inequalities in higher
education, with a special focus on students’ social experiences and involvement in extra-
curricular activities. She is especially interested in how identities are formed within
educational settings. You will enjoy her perspectives and contributions!

After teaching sociology of education to many undergraduate and graduate students
and using a variety of materials, we were concerned that the materials available, though
excellent in quality, were not reaching undergraduate and graduate students from
sociology, education, and other majors. The level of many texts is quite advanced,
the themes of some books make their coverage or approach limited, and the books
present research in such depth that they are often too detailed and abstract for many
undergraduate and beginning graduate students, making it difficult for them to apply
to their work in educational settings. During work with the Project on Teaching
Undergraduate Sociology, the authors developed a guide for teaching sociology of
education and focused on presentation of materials to undergraduates. These materials
and ideas have been incorporated into this text. The book is best suited for sociology
of education and social foundations/cultural context of education courses at the
undergraduate or beginning graduate level.

Several goals guided the writing of this book:

1. To make the book comprehensible and useful to students. Realizing that most
students are interested in how the field of education can help them deal with
issues they will face, we emphasize the usefulness of research findings. Choices
had to be made concerning which studies and topics to cover. Those chosen
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PREFACE

should have high interest for students and help them as they work in and interact
with school systems.

To present material in a coherent framework. The authors present key ideas

in the sociology of education by utilizing a systems framework. The instructor has
leeway within the open systems approach to add topics, exclude sections of the
text, and rearrange the order of topics without losing the continuity and integration
present in this framework.

To present diverse theoretical approaches in sociology of education. Several
valuable perspectives in the field are influential today; the book gives examples
throughout of traditional and new theories and how they approach issues in the
field.

To include topics that are important, current, or of emerging interest to
students. Separate chapters are devoted to higher education, organization of
schools and roles in schools, informal education (“climate” and the “hidden
curriculum”), the school environment, education around the world, and educational
movements and alternatives.

To indicate how change takes place and what role sociologists play in both
understanding and bringing about change. With the increasing emphasis on
applied sociology, more courses are including information on applied aspects of
topics covered. This is the focus of the final chapter but is also covered throughout
the text.

To stimulate students to become involved with educational systems where
they can use the knowledge available in this and other textbooks. This text
can be used to stimulate discussion and encourage other topics of interest to

be introduced into the course. Useful features of the book to enhance teaching
effectiveness include projects at the end of each chapter, the coverage of issues,
and the Instructor’s Manual, complete with classroom teaching aids, techniques,
and test questions.

The book does not attempt to use one theoretical approach to the exclusion of others.

Rather, it focuses on the value of several different approaches and their emphases in

dealing with the same issue. Because the book is meant as an overview, it surveys

the field rather than providing comprehensive coverage of a few topics. This allows
instructors the flexibility to expand where desired.



SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank: The Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank have been
prepared to assist teachers in their efforts to prepare lectures and evaluate student
learning. For each chapter of the text, the Instructor’s Manual offers different types
of resources, including detailed chapter summaries and outlines, learning objectives,
discussion questions, classroom activities, and much more,

Also included in this manual is a Test Bank offering multiple-choice, true/false, fill-
in-the-blank, and/or essay questions for each chapter. The Instructor’s Manual and Test
Bank are available to adopters at http://routledgetextbooks.com/textbooks/instructor_
downloads/.

PowerPoint Presentations: Lecture PowerPoints are available for this text. The
Lecture PowerPoint slides outline each chapter to help you convey sociological
principles in a visual and exciting way. They are available to adopters at http://
routledgetextbooks.com/textbooks/instructor_downloads/.

Thanks go to many people for suggestions on early drafts: for reviews of the
manuscript for the eighth edition, we are grateful to Harriet J. Hartman, Rowan
University; Christopher Donoghue, Montclair State University; Victoria Rankin
Marks and Danielle Lewis, University of Southern California; Joseph Rosher, Alabama
A&M University; Jesus Garcia, Lamar University; Dana Mitra, Penn State University;
Ariana Steck, California State University—San Marcos; and William A. Mirola, Marian
College. Finally, our interest in this field is constantly stimulated by the diverse and
ever-changing experiences of our children and students as they have passed through
the stages of schooling and shared their experiences with us. Jeanne thanks Hardy,
whose knowledge and creative ideas in the field of education gave original impetus
and continuing support and encouragement to this work. Floyd thanks Nancy for her
usual attention to detail and to her continuing interest in his work. Jenny gives special
thanks to her students who, over the years, continue to renew her faith that the next
generations will be as curious as their predecessors.

Jeanne H. Ballantine
Floyd M. Hammack
Jenny Stuber
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