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@ Work in groups of threes or fours and discuss the following questions.

1) Do you have any good friends? What do you usually do with your friends
when you are together?

2) What kind of people do you like to make friends with?

3) Do you think friendship is a necessity in life? Why or why not?

. Study the following quotes about friendship. Which quote(s) do you
like best? Why?




Listen to a short passage entitled “A Reason, a Season and a Lifetime”. The

words and phrase in the box may be of some help.

(RERRT —RER” AL, # AT RHELR" AL, ART LHELR”
#9300 & EAR R T AR R ID)
inwardly /'mwadly ad.
inward a. in or towards the mind or spirit K S#9; AH4f49
outwardly /'avtwadly ad.
outward a. on thé outside, though perhaps not really true #F & #, & & L)

bring ... to an end cause sth. to finish, usu. after lasting some time 1% ¥ 44

R, Bk GEF A SR — B R ¢)

Focusing on the Main Ideas

Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.

1) What is the passage mainly about?

2) When do people become friends “for a reason”?
3) What does “a friend for a season” mean?

4) What is a lifetime friend?

Zooming In on the Details

Listen to the recording again and fill in the blanks according to what you have heard.

1) People come into our life for a s &
ora
2) When you why people come into your life, you will know

exactly what to do.

3) When someone is in your life for a reason, it is usually to

you have expressed outwardly or inwardly. They have come to help you out

Student's Book
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of a difficulty, or to provide you with

4) When people come into your life for a season, they may bring you

or make you laugh.

5) Lifetime friendships are based on between you and
your friend. Lifetime friendships teach you lifetime and you should learn
to them.

Friendship is an eternal (K 1249) theme (Z£#) in human history. A life
without friendship is hard to imagine. But what is friendship? Read the
following text and see if you can gam some new insights into the true
meaning of friendship.

L 54

What Is Friendship?
Michele E. Doyle & Mark K. Smith

1 there ... friend as to ' @ When we approach the notion of friendship, our first
why people become

friends. there are o problem is that there is a lack of socially acknowledged criteria for

established standards what makes a person a friend' . In one setting, we may describe
accepted by all

CREMRT IR 0L, * AT RBER" ML, ARF* REEL” 89T & EKRFLMEIL)

notion /'noufon/ n. WA; MA; A% HE; %ﬁ
criterion® /krar'tiorion/ n. (pl. criteria /krar'trorio/ describe ... as state sb./sth. to be sb./sth.; call
or criterions) (H|BF. XZH) 47k, LN P AR R SO 3

setting /'setmy/ n. [C usu. sing.] [—RA £ 5]
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someone as a friend; in another, the label may seem less appropriate.
Therefore, people tend to have a very thin understanding of what
friendship really means. To help us understand what friendship really
means, we need to review some classical views of friendship.

© One classical view of friendship is provided by Aristotle, the fa-
mous ancient Greek philosopher. Aristotle distinguishes between what
he believes to be genuine friendships and two other forms: one based
on mutual usefulness, the other on pleasure. So, according to Aristotle,
we may find three kinds of friendship:

© Friendship based on utility. Utility is an impermanent thing:
it changes according to circumstances. When the ground for friend-
ship disappears, the friendship also breaks up. Friendships of this kind
seem to occur most frequently between the elderly, because at their
age what they want is not pleasure but utility. Friendships based on

utility are also frequently found among those in middle or early life
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