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Chapter One

Chapter One

A Brief Introduction to BEC
Vantage Listening

BEC is an abbreviation for the Business English Certificate designed by the University of '
Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. There are three stages for BEC, namely, pre-

liminary, wvantage and higher. Vantage listening consists of three parts and lasts for approx-
imately 40 minutes, including ten minutes transfer time. There are thirty questions of different

types. The following is a detailed look at the tasks in each part.

In this part there are three conversations or answering machine messages,
with a gapped text to go with each. Each gapped text provides a very clear context
and has four spaces which have to be filled with one or two words or a number. The
gapped texts may include forms, diary excerpts, invoices, message pads, etc.
Candidates hear each conversation or message twice, and as they listen they are
required to complete the gapped text.

This part of the Listening test concentrates on the retrieval of factual information
and it is important for candidates to listen carefully using the prompts on their
question paper in order to identify the missing information. For example, they may
have to note down a person’s name, and if names on the tape are spelt out, these
must be spelt correctly. Alternately, they may have to listen for a room or telephone
number, or an instruction or deadline. Answers to this part are rarely a simple
matter of dictation, and some reformulation of the prompt material will be required
in order to locate the correct answer.

Part Two

This part is divided into two sections. Each section has the same format:
candidates hear five short monologues and have to match each monologue to a set
of items A —H. In each section, the eight options will form a coherent set and the
overall theme or topic will be clearly stated in the task rubric. For example, can-
didates may hear five people talking and have to decide what sort of jobs the
people do. In this case, the set of options A —H will contain a list of jobs. Alter-
nately the set of options may consist of eight places/topics/addressees/ purposes
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etc. The two sections will always test different areas and so if the first section fo-
cuses on, say, topics, the second section will focus on something else, such as
functions.

In this part of the Listening test, candidates are being tested on their global
listening skills and also on their ability to infer, extract gist and understanding main
ideas. In order to answer the questions successfully, they will need to work out the
answer by developing ideas, and refining these as the text is heard. It will not be
possible to  ‘word match’ and candidates should not expect to hear such overt
clues. However, there will always be a ‘right’ answer and candidates are not ex-
pected to opt for the ‘best’ answer.

A longer text is heard in this part, usually lasting approximately four minutes.
The text will typically be an interview, conversation or discussion with two or more
speakers, or possibly a presentation or report with one speaker. There are eight,
three-option multiple choice questions that focus on details and main ideas in the
text. There may be questions on opinions and feelings, but these will be relatively
straightforward and will not require candidates to remember long or complex pieces
of information.

Abilities displayed by candidates who have received the certificate for BEC
Vantage:

Research has shown that, in the workplace, typical candidates at level B2
(BEC Vantage) can take and pass on most messages during a normal working
day; can understand the general meaning of a report even if the topic isn't pre-
dictable; can write a non-routine letter where this is restricted to matters of fact.



Chapter Two

Chapter I'wo
Basic Listening Skills Drills

Part One Single Sentence Drills.

Directions: Part one is designed to help you build up your basic listening
skills. It consists of 100 statements, focusing on single-sentences. Since sen-
tences are the basis for conversations and talks, it is necessary to train your ears
with these fundamentals if you wish to improve your aural ability to understand more
complicated and longer passages or other listening materials.

For each of the following 100 statements, there are three alternatives. Listen to
the tape and select the sentence which is closest in meaning to what you have
heard. Then circle the letter A, B or C. '

Questions 1 ~ 100

1. A. I've waited too long for the pictures.
B. I don’t care when the pictures will be ready.
Help me with these pictures.
The chemistry assignment is such a burden | feel too worried to go to sleep.
| have to finish my chemistry before midnight.
| have to stay up to finish my chemistry.
| was too tired before | turned off the lights.
| was ready to get in bed and go to sleep.
| went to bed when the lights suddenly went out.
All of the students agreed to have an exam.
Only Carrie wanted to have an exam.
Everyone but Carrie preferred having an exam.
Some employees in the department stores are going sailing.
Charlie is going shopping downtown.
Charlie told us about the sales in the stores downtown.
| saw the picture fall down to the ground.
| couldn’t prevent the pitcher from falling.
| put the picture on the wall but forgot all about it.
Alice asked the salesman to find her money.
Alice forgot to find the salesman money.
. The salesman returned Alice’s money.

OWPOT>O0DP>POWP>POI>OD> 0
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Mary Ann wants to learn how to make the best soup.
Mary Ann will be introduced to those who can make good soup.
Is that the best soup that Mary Ann makes?
The dean was asked to add more regquests.
Roy was supposed to make some suggestions.
Roy wanted exemption from some of the requirements.
She couldn’t have said that.
She must have said more.
She said that was all.
Little as she was, she was already a president.
She didn’t know that the present would be for her.
Lily realized that it was her present.
I'm going to leave my sister’s house.
My sister must be at home now.
My keys are probably at my sister's house.
That outline will take no more than two hours.
He should have a plan in finishing that outline.
He should need more than two hours to finish the outline.
She didn’t say it aloud.
Her aim was unclear.
It was hard for me to hear her name.
Having a roommate is all right with me.
it's a bad idea to have a roommate.
I've got a roommate in mind.
The tomato plant isn't completely developed.
The plant is able to produce tomatoes now.
It's a burden to care for this tomato plant.
| think you know what to bring with.
Don’t you want to come along?
You know you should come by yourself, don’t you?
He hates both of them. :
He had two to eat.
He didn’t like doing it.
Carol was not sure if she had got the top score.
Carol told others that she was the top student.
Carol did better than anyone else.
It's a sunny day today.
Rain seems likely.
The place is not crowded at all.
The bakery has only been closed for two weeks.
| don’'t know the bakery is closed.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
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Chapter Two

The bakery has been closed for months.

The glass fell into pieces.

The hurt caused much pain.

She broke the glass.

She has moved out of the dormitory.

She’s used to living in the dormitory.

She used to have an apartment.

There will be no new lesson this week.

This week is only for reviewing old lessons.

We won't start unless you phone us next week.
He has part-time work in the laboratory.

He is a science teacher.

He does experiments everyday.

They think alike.

They share one apartment.

They have different ideas about life.

Mary doesn’t want to have a roommate.

Mary decided not to associate with others.

Mary wanted to be a hermit.

| believe framed posters are good for decorating.
Fred is interested in decoration.

| think interesting decorations are very necessary.
He’s interested in learning how to draw.

Drawing is interesting.

He likes us to learn painting.

You will get to know them in a short while.

You will make friends with them soon.

You won't be able to say bye - bye.

She was incapable of singing any song well.

She could succeed in the song contest.

She found out she couldn’t enter the contest.
Fred’s answers were correct.

Fred thought his answers were all right but they were totally wrong.
The instructor asked Fred to turn right.

The address for Bill’'s apartment is wrong.

Didn’t you have an appointment?

Bill's apartment was on the right, wasn't it?
Whenever | attend a party, I'll forget the names of the people who | know
very well.

it's hard for me to remember a person’s name at a party.

h
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| always remember people’s names at concerts.
He was given a job by the dean of the college.
He received a new position a year ago.

He was disappointed in the dean of the college.
She wants to buy a book bag for the girl.

She needs something to carry her schoolbooks in.
She must ask that girl to go to school.

Mark usually reads a lot in the lab.

Mark enjoys working with Rita.

Mark never works on his biology experiments alone.
She’s lost her students.

She’s just begun her legal studies.

She’s not used to campus life.

He took the letter out of the box.

He dropped the box on the ground.

He mailed the letter.

Didn’t she give you the present?

She gave a good presentation.

Wasn't she feeling well?

We can't afford to take such a trip.

Both of us have to shave before going on this trip.
To take a trip like that, we should save money.
Do you think he would tell you a lie?

| don’t think he likes you.

I'm surprised that he didn’t tell you the truth.

All his friends like to go out with him.

He likes to go out with his friend.

He is very friendly.

My tooth needs cleaning.

| need to bring a brush with me.

| need to improve my math skill.

Dean Williams asked the president to make a speech.
The president asked Dean Williams to speak to the faculty.
Both of them were asked to address the faculty.
She wanted to use my name as a reference.
Now | can call her by her first name.

She will recommend me. ‘

| would help him whether or not he asks for support.
| did my best in helping him.

. I'd have been happy to help if he’d asked me.

. Her number is in the directory.
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49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.
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Chapter Two

There is a telephone booth nearby.

She puts her number in the textbook.

I’'m not sure if | should tell him.

| don’t want to endanger him.

| have to tell him.

We called Ken, but he was not home.

Ken didn’t believe we would call him.

We expected Ken to answer the phone.

He had to go back to work in town.

He was used to walking a lot.

He lived within walking distance of his work.

The classes are too long.

The sessions are very short.

We should have smaller classes.

There were more teachers.

There were more students.

Students read numbers to teachers.

The office needs part-time workers.

Before you go to the place, find a job in the office.
Go to the employment office to learn about part-time employment.
| find it funny to be with the students.

It's funny to watch football in the place.

| enjoy sitting with the students at the game.

She was afraid of the dark.

She doesn’t have much luck.

She no longer gives the ducks food.

The conductor was very disappointing.

The conductor was excellent.

The performance was awful.

I'll look after Bill.

I'll be very careful with Bill.

I'll pay the money.

| must have left my office to file the letter.

| should have brought the letter with me.

Maybe the file was in my office.

Steve bought a floor lamp, though he’d planned to buy table lamps.
The store sent Steve floor lamps instead of table lamps.
Steve wanted a floor lamp and got it finally.
Jane taught herself how to drive.

Jane’s brother taught her how to drive.
Jane’s tired of driving.




62. It's not too difficult to find housing near campus.
Students will locate their departments easily.
It's easy to find students in their apartments.
David got a watch just like Henry’s.

David got a watch as a present from Henry.
Henry gave his watch to David.

They are excellent journalists now.

Alice finished journalism school before Joe.
Both Alice and Joe finished journalism school.
He could hear himself when he fell down.

He went downstairs.

He was injured.

I think the snack bar sells good food.

Is this the right snack bar?

Doesn’t the snack bar sell fresh fruit?

P'll give a call to Sam.

This assignment is hard.

I'd like to know what exercises we have.

| don't like going to the desert with Carla on her birthday.
| don't like going to parties.

It was unusual that | ate some cake.

Katy signed up for a month - long course.

I’'m enrolled in eight courses.

My courses is half as long as Katy’s.

You couldn'’t find Lois anywhere.

Lois works very hard.

Life doesn't come up to Lois’ expectations.

| acted as badly as he did.

Mark was so rude that he cannot be forgiven.
It was rude of me to treat Mark that way.
Margaret is by far the best writer in her class.
Margaret’'s headache keeps her out of class.
Margaret finds writing a good way of rest.
There is a second drugstore nearby.

You can find three drugstores on the street.
That corner is the best place for selling drugs.
P'll never want to see a person like Sarah.
Sarah is the best person I've known.

Sarah is the friendliest person | know.

it wasn’t your fault.

Nobody is to blame you.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.
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76.

77.
78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.
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Chapter Two

I've every reason to blame you.

She can't decide whether to be a nurse or a teacher.
She used to be a nurse, but now a teacher.

She wishes she were a teacher.

Stop that! B. Go outside! C. Do it again. -
This is the only time that a large crowd has attended a football game.
This is the second largest football crowd ever.
Football games are unpopular here.

| bet you didn’t stay in the right hotel.

You should have reserved a room.

The hotel doesn’t have a double room.

Frank bought a car and gave it to Doris.

Frank was responsible for renting cars.

Frank drove to Dallas in a rented car.

I've never explained my ideas this way.

| just can’t accept this reasoning.

'll never forgive him.

| appreciate that kind of camera very much.

That’s exactly the kind of camera | want ta buy.

I've brought a camera like that one.

He walked there quickly.

He worked there only once.

He doesn’t work there anymore.

Gloria always wants to quit that project.

Gloria has been working very hard on that task.
Gloria has been in trouble for some time.

Steve heard a noise while studying for economics.
Steve was happy about his grade in economics.
Steve’s economics grade upset him.

He didn’t follow the recipe for the stew.

He didn’t use any recipe in making the stew. ,
He should have made a right recipe before making the stew.
Mary spent half the usual time driving to work. '
Mary liked to spend more time on her way to work.
Mary usually gets to work in much less time.

French textbooks are sold outside the bookstore.
There are no more textbooks for French in the bookstore.
The bookstore doesn't sell any French books.

You can write the information over on the right.

Here is a book of information.

The information is correct.

. The television station doesn’t welcome suggestions.
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The television station has received many suggestions from viewers.
Viewers refuse to give their advice.
Wasn't the summer camp boring?
| think the summer was hot.
Did you think the discussion was boring, too?
She’s thinking of leaving her job.
She hopes to be a statistician.
She has a different job now.
| wouldn’t mind closing the door.
If you want to shut the door, please do.
Could you please close the door?
| think we’ll miss the beginning of the concert.
Won't the concert begin late in the day?
Is there a date on the concert program?
How long this bus is?
When will the next bus come?
This bus ride takes a very long time.
He is always helpful when | need money.
When | need money, he won't help.
He often borrows money from me.
This class meets three times per week.
The class meets for three hours every week.
Half of the class meets twice a week.
| walked there to weigh myself.
| went to work regularly.
| was feeling sleepy and so | took a walk.
Linda decides to play a more important role.
Linda’s role in law school will decrease.
. Linda will be a law school student when school starts again.
100. A | didn’t expect you to give us so much trouble.
B. I'm sorry to have inconvenienced you.
C. I'm sorry | didn’t know you were in trouble.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.
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A. Sllort Conversation Drills
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Directions: Part two—A is designed to assist you to familiar with short con-
versations. There are altogether 50 conversations followed by 50 questions. For
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Chapter Two

each question, three possible choices are provided. Listen to the dialogue and the
question carefully, and select the best choice to that question. Then circle the letter
A, BorC.

Questions 1 ~ 50
1. Swimming
Playing tennis
Boating
She is going to Finland.
She has visitors next week.
She has guests at her home.
Get some coins at the caffee.
Buy her a cup of coffee at the caffee.
Get some coffee from the machine.
They spent three hundred dollars on their vacation.
They drew more money than they should have from the bank.
They lost their bankbook.
To find out her position in the company.
To offer her a position in the company.
To apply for a job.
He is surprised.
He feels very angry.
He is indifferent.
He hasn't cleaned his room since Linda visited him.
Linda is the only person who ever comes to see him.
He’s been too busy to clean his room.
She is a generous woman by nature.
It doesn’t have a back cover.
It is no longer of any use to her.
To remind him of the data he should take to the conference.
To see if he is ready for the coming conference.
To help him prepare for the conference.
The long wait.
The broken —down computer.
The mistakes in her telephone bill.
He thinks that there won’t be enough seats for everybody.
He thinks that speaker won’t show up.
He thinks that there might not be any more tickets available.
Their father is unable to keep his promise.
Their father is going on a vacation without her.
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