S FIRAIRY (EE%) 2— M. Jimmie Killingsworth © &

"

~ The Cambridge Introduction to

Walt Whitman

\/ L4 iE £ & H AR

4h # it SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PRESS




GNP v nxw #3 (£WE) 2

The Cambridge Introduction to

Walt Whitman

RIREF « A=

M. Jimmue Killingsworth © #
E#HiE O =ik

&% CAMBRIDGE

siftis) UNIVERSITY PRESS
ﬁ )

VLo iE 8 E Wit

S # + SHANGHAI FOAEIGN LANGUARGE EDUCATION PRESS




EBfERR% B (CIP) &1HE

RORFE - BFF2 / R ZHEW (Killingsworth, M. 1.) ¥, EHRESE.

— kg

FHIMEEE W EE, 2008

(BIFF 30 B R B2 R X EE)
ISBN 978-7-5446-0716-2

[k 1I.

O3 @QE-- 1. B2 (1819~1892) — A\ 5L

IV. K837.125.6
MAEBECIPEIEZ T (2008) 80343155

saflEn

E=F: 09-2008-0845

Walt Whitman, 1st (ISBN 978-0-521-67094-4) by M. Jimmie Killingsworth first
published by Cambridge University Press 2007.
All rights reserved.

This reprint edition for the People’s Republic of China is published by arrangement with

the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom.

© Cambridge University Press & Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press 2008

This edition is for sale in the mainland of China only, excluding Hong Kong SAR, Macao

SAR and Taiwan, and may not be bought for export therefrom.

A
KK

i, A

AZe i RCE FEVEA], AFREAT PR, TR EEE,
SRR R A RIEHERAHEE, PREFEEE. BIFHITE

'FfL—Il:o

HARA1T: A~ S5 2D 38 3 ] 48 IR 5k

( P REERSFERN)  HEZW: 200083

=2} & : 021-65425300 (E#HL)

B FFHEFS: bookinfo@sflep.com.cn

7T HE: http://www.sflep.com.cn  http://www.sflep.com
TfE#REE:. = F

Ef Rl: bHEHKENSS REBH R F]

£ $e: FrEBIE EEEAELITRY

Fr A 787x965 1/16 ENFK 10 FE 184TF
hi M. 200825 SHES 1BR 20084E 5 A3 1 RENR
£ . 3500 1

= =: ISBN 978-7-5446-0716-2 / 1 - 0035
iE 14t -

: 28.00 oo

A EBmE e R, iRtk

X A

EHEIMERE BT MO R Bt G E R, A PALAER D 2 30F K

] &
=



BRI BRI RES

T4 £ (REE) HKEE (EE)

Z0: (DK EEAF)

K BREINEE R
X2 IR

A Al EHKE

7 S8 I ok Y N

FHRE  LEIMETE RS
~H5E  EWIMEE RS
fH3IE  PEARKE
EA MEKE

it FEESF PR
#HEJI DU)IFME R




Preface

Walt Whitman (1819-92) is generally regarded as one of the two most inno-
vative and influential US poets of the nineteenth century (the other is Emily
Dickinson). A powerful voice for democracy,a bold innovator in verse form, the
controversial “poet of the body,” and the consummate individualist who dared
to proclaim “I celebrate myself,” Whitman continues to attract the admiration
of poets, artists, critics, mystics, political activists, and adventurous readers
around the world.

This book serves as an introductory guide for students and first-time readers
of Whitman. It covers the style and ideas of the poetry (Chapters 3 and 4) as
well as the major prose writings (Chapter 5). It also contextualizes Whitman’s
writing and thought with short chapters on biography (Chapter 1), history and
culture (Chapter 2), and the critical reception of the work from its first publi-
cation to the present (Chapter 6). The book is designed to be read from start to
finish for readers needing a fast overview, but the various parts stand more or
less on their own. The one exception to this general rule is that readers primar-
ily interested in the study of individual poems should first read the treatment
of “Song of Myself” in Chapter 3 to gain an understanding of Whitman’s most
important themes and experiments in poetic form. Readings of other poems
tend to refer back to this foundational treatment.

To promote readability, citations of secondary critical and biographical
works are kept to a minimum and critical controversies are sometimes sim-
plified. A select annotated bibliography, limited mainly to books still in print,
1s provided for the reader who wishes to take the next step in Whitman stud-
tes. In the interest of simplifying references to the many editions and versions
of Whitman’s writings, citations in the discussions of Whitman’s works in all
chapters refer as much as possible to a single source, selected for its range,
dependability, and accessibility. This is the Library of America edition of Whit-
man’'s Complete Poetry and Collected Prose (1982). Unless otherwise indicated,
parenthetical references cite this edition by page number. Although I will be
treating the poems in their order of original publication, beginning with those
dating from 1855, I will be using the best-known titles and texts of the poems,

11



1v Preface

the ones that appeared in the 1891-2 Deathbed Edition of Leaves of Grass,
largely because these are the titles and texts most available to current readers.
Readers interested in the changes Whitman made in each edition — which are
considerable and which have stimulated some excellent work in bibliography
and textual criticism — should consult the online Walt Whitman Archive edited
by Ed Folsom and Kenneth M. Price, an essential resource in Whitman studies.

[ wish to thank Ray Ryan and the staff at Cambridge University Press for
inviting me to contribute to this series of literary introductions and for all
their help in producing the book. I am also grateful to those who have read
the manuscript and offered valuable suggestions, notably Pete Messent (for
the Press), Nicole DuPlessis, Steve Marsden, and my distinguished colleague at
Texas A&M University, Jerome Loving. Thanks also go to my wife and frequent
co-author Jacqueline Palmer and my daughter Myrth Killingsworth for their
editorial help and to Myrth’s friends at Rice University, Birte Wehmeier and
Matilda Young, who served as trial readers early in the project.
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