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Contemporary Linguistics is the gold standard of introductory linguistics
textbooks. Meticulously prepared, it is one of the most comprehensive,
up-to-date introductory resources available. The book’s extensive examples
and exercises help students master the course material, and its lucid writing
style makes complex concepts easy to understand. The fifth edition,
thoroughly updated and revised, features the following:

* a new chapter on sign language authored by two leading scholars in the field

* a completely updated chapter on computational linguistics

» advanced material now available on the Web site for students who want to
accelerate beyond core concepts

e an expanded, interactive Web site with audio and video supplements, plus
links to related sites, at bedfordstmartins.com/linguistics

* an accompanying Study Guide to help students master key concepts from
core chapters (1-7)

“This is the best single-volume introduction to the wide-ranging field of
linguistics on the market.” — Douglas Wulf, George Mason University

“This textbook has very good organization; keeps a current, balanced
perspective; and provides lots of interesting data to intrigue students. It's
challenging and interesting for the instructor. It makes linguistics come
alive.” — Glenn Gilbert, Southern lllinois University

“It's not just a textbook, it's an excellent resource for students and
instructors.” — Janet Cowal, Portland State University

“Contemporary Linguistics is the most comprehensive introductory text known
to me.” — Darya Kavitskaya, Yale University
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To the memory of
our friend and colleague

Ewa Iwanicka
1950-1986

Convinced at once that, in order to break loose from
the beaten paths of opinions and systems, it was necessary
to proceed in my study of man and society by scientific
methods, and in a rigorous manner, I devoted one year to
philology and grammar; linguistics, or the natural history of
speech, being, of all the sciences, that which best suited the
researches which I was about to commence.

—PI1ERRE-JOSEPH PROUDHON, What Is Property? (1840)



PREFACE

[t has been our goal since Contemporary Linguistics was first published in 1989 to pro-
vide a comprehensive introductory linguistics textbook that conveys the fascinating
aspects of language study to students in a way that is accessible and enlightening.
By including up-to-date coverage of all the important areas of linguistics—from
phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics to cross-curricular topics such as
sociolinguistics and psycholinguistics—we aim to prepare students for further work
in the subject. At the same time, we strive for a clear, direct presentation of the mate-
rial so that students at differing levels, and with differing goals for taking the course,
can come to understand and appreciate how language works. To our gratification,
feedback from users of previous editions indicates that Contemporary Linguistics has
succeeded at both tasks.

In updating both presentation and content of the material in the text, we have
retained those features that have proved themselves over time in a variety of class-
room settings, providing:

The most comprehensive introductory text available. Contemporary Linguis-
tics provides the best coverage of core concepts of any introductory text— phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics —while exploring cross-curricular issues as diverse
as sociolinguistics, sign language, and computational linguistics.

A flexible organization to match instructors’ teaching needs. The subject
of linguistics is treated as a cohesive whole, yet each chapter can also stand alone —
a teature that enables instructors to teach the topics in the order they prefer.

The knowledge of working experts in the field. Each chapter is written by an
expert or a team of experts on a particular topic in linguistics, providing the most
current and in-depth information available.

Language students understand. The direct writing style makes complex con-
cepts accessible to students at different levels of learning.

Extensive support for students. To help students master concepts, each chap-
ter begins with a list of bulleted objectives and concludes with a summary, a list of
key terms and ideas, recommended readings, and exercises that test and reinforce
material presented in the chapter. Each chapter is broken down into carefully num-
bered subsections for students’—and instructors’—ease of reference.

‘“For the Student Linguist’” boxes. Written by actual students, these boxes
highlight linguistic problems and help other students gain a richer perspective on
each subject.

New to This Edition

One of the joys of working on Contemporary Linguistics through its various editions
has been charting new developments in the field and adding material that reflects
the expanding research in its various subdisciplines. As linguistics has expanded, so
too has the size of this textbook, and with each expanded edition has come the risk
that the book would grow into an unmanageable tome. For the fifth edition, the
Canadian editors of Contemporary Linguistic Analysis, the book on which Contemporary
Linguistics has always been based, have taken the bold step of moving more advanced
and detailed information and exercises online, an innovation that we have embraced
in the U.S. version. In this way, we can take advantage of the exciting possibilities
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of multimedia technology while controlling the physical size of the book. In fact,
the Web site will extend the book’s offerings not only with advanced material online
but also with audio and video interactivity, bringing this introductory linguistics
textbook into the twenty-first century.

In addition, all chapters in Contemporary Linguistics have been revised to reflect
recent research, to include or expand material of current interest to instructors, and
to streamline the presentation. Highlights include:

Core chapters updated to reflect current scholarship. All chapters that intro-
duce the fundamental concepts of linguistics (Chapters 1-6) have been thoroughly
updated — particularly the chapters on phonetics and syntax. The syntax chapter has
moved to X' structure (with a simplified structure available in the Appendix of
Chapter S for those instructors for whom that is more appropriate).

A new chapter on sign language. In response to instructors’ requests, we are
pleased to include a new chapter on sign language, authored by Wendy Sandler and
Diane Lillo-Martin, who are in the forefront of linguistic research in this field.

An updated computational linguistics chapter. Thoroughly revised by
Amanda Stent, a specialist in computational linguistics, the chapter reflects advances
in speech recognition, parsing, and natural language generation.

Expanded Web Features at bedfordstmartins.com/linguistics/

» Advanced material available. Students who have progressed beyond the

introductory level will find all advanced lessons and exercises on the compan-
ion Web site.

* Audio added to Web features. Students will be able to listen to actual audio

related to chapters that deal directly with sound —phonetics, phonology, sign
language.

* Streaming video for sign language. Students will find streaming media that
demonstrate signing and other issues in the field of sign language.

Ancillaries

The Study Guide, updated for the fifth edition, offers summaries of the most im-
portant concepts trom Contemporary Linguistics’ core chapters, as well as a range of
supplemental exercises with an answer key. The Instructor’s Resource Manual
provides teaching advice and includes answers to the exercises at the ends of chap-
ters, while the Transparency Masters provide more than 100 key charts, images,
and other teaching aids from the main text for use in the classroom.
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PREFACE TO THE
FIRST EDITION

Thanks to the application of rigorous analysis to familiar subject matter, linguistics
provides students with an ideal introduction to the kind ot thinking we call “scien-
tific.” Such thinking proceeds from an appreciation of problems arising from bodies
of data, to hypotheses that attempt to account for those problems, to the careful
testing and extension of the hypotheses. But science is more than a formal activity.
One of the great pleasures offered introductory students ot linguistics is the discov-
ery of the impressive body of subconscious knowledge that underlies language use.
This book attempts to emphasize the extent of this knowledge as well as to intro-
duce the scientific methodology used in linguistic analysis.

Although this is the tirst linguistics textbook designed primarily for a Canadian
readership, we have tried to do much more than simply provide coverage of linguis-
tic phenomena peculiar to Canada. As the title suggests, we have attempted an intro-
duction to linguistic analysis as it is practiced at this stage in the development of our
discipline. While we do not ignore or reject other fruittul approaches to linguistics,
we have taken the generative paradigm as basic for two reasons. First, generative lin-
guistics provides a relatively coherent and integrated approach to basic linguistic
phenomena. Phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics are viewed
within this framework as perhaps in no other as fully integrated and interrelated.
Secondly, the generative approach has been widely influential in its application to a
broad range of other linguistic phenomena over the past twenty years.

The extent of our “contemporariness” has been limited by the inevitable com-
promise between the need to present basic concepts and the demands of sophisti-
cated and competing recent approaches. In many cases, early versions of our chapters
were judged “too contemporary” by instructors who were not specialists in the sub-
fields in question. This led to substantial revisions and a somewhat more traditional
approach to certain issues than was originally intended. Where possible, however,
later sections of the chapters are used to present more contemporary material. In this
way, we have attempted to provide what is promised by the title—an introductory
text that provides a solid grounding in basic linguistic concepts, but one that also
prepares the student to go on to current work in the discipline. For this reason, the
student is introduced to multilevelled phonology (in preparation tor further tiered
analysis), allophonic/morphophonemic distinctions (in preparation for lexical pho-
nology), interaction among components of the grammar (in preparation for a more
extended modular approach), word-formation rules in morphology, and examples of
parametric variation in syntax.

To the extent possible, we have attempted to integrate the basic mechanisms out-
lined in the first five chapters of the book into our discussion of phenomena in later
chapters. Thus, our discussion of semantics, historical linguistics, first and second
language acquisition, and neurolinguistics draws to some degree on the notions pre-
sented in our introduction to generative grammar.

No textbook can be all things to all users. We hope that this book will provide
students not only with a springboard to the realm of scientific linguistic analysis,
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but with a greater appreciation for the wonder of human language, the variety and
complexity of its structure, and the subtlety of its use.

We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Jack Chambers and Sheila Embleton,
both of whom read the manuscript in its entirety and provided invaluable com-
ments. Thanks are also due to those who have read and commented upon individ-
ual chapters and sections, including Steven Carey, Matthew Dryer, David Ingram,
Gary Byma, Gary Libben, Robert Murray, R. Radhakrishnan, Ronald Southerland,
Mary Pepper, Derek Bickerton, Robert Blust, Ricky Jacobs, Don Frantz, John Haiman,
John Hewson, Nicole Domingue, Lydia White, George Patterson, Donna Gerdts,
Elan Dresher, Keren Rice, Robert Fisher, Marilyn Philips, Lorna Rowsell, and Joyce
Hildebrand. For assistance in the planning, editing, and production ot the manu-
script, we are grateful to Coral Sayce, Lynda Costello, Joyce Hildebrand, Brian
Henderson, Patrick Burke, Les Petriw, and our project editor at Copp Clark, Margaret
Larock.
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