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Land and Foistory

P/ 3™ PART A

Identifying the Topic

Identifying the topic of a passage or a dialogue is the primary task of listening comprehension.
In order to achieve this goal, firstly, we should learn to pay special attention to the first sentence of
the listening material, for it is usually the topic sentence or at least closely related to the topic.
Secondly, we should treat the sentences near the end with equal importance, for the speakers tend to
summarize what has been mentioned before. Finally, the words and expressions repeatedly used by
the speakers may give us clues, or they may combine to make sense as to what the topic is.

Now you are going to hear three short passages. Identify the useful clues and choose the topic
Jor each passage.

1. A) World War 1.
B) The number of British people killed in the war.
C) Many British people lost belief in religion.
D) Britain was changed by the war.
2. A) Columbus’ discovery of gold in America.
B) The wealth in the New World.
C) Europeans went to the New World in search of wealth.
D) Comparison of Europe and the New World.
3. A) The population of Australia.
B) The size of Australia.



C) Australia occupies an entire continent.
D) The landscape in Australia.

W 3™ PART B

Questions for Discussion
1. Do you know the four ancient civilizations? What are their contributions to human beings?

2. List and describe some famous scenic spots in China.

While You Lesten

TEXT 1
Four Ancient Civilizations
civilization /stvilar'zeifan/ n.  asociety that is well organized and developed
Hammurabi  /ha:mu'ra:by/ POERIEE (N 44)
code /kaud/ n.  set of laws or rules arranged in a system

Nile /nail/ n. ariver in northeast Africa, the longest river in the

world . Jé %]

massive /'maesiv/ a. very large, substantial

primitive /'primitrv/ a. of or at an early stage of social development
granary /'granary/ n.  building where grain is stored ‘
artifact /'a:tifeekt/ n.  thing made by man, esp. a tool or weapon of ar- |

chaeological interest
ideogram /'idougram/ n.  symbol used in a writing system that represents the
idea of a thing & & LT

pictogram /'piktougrem/  n.  a pictorial symbol of a word or phrase % JF 3 ¥

phonogram  /'faunagreem/ n.  a written character representing a spoken sound
R

Confucius /kan'fju:fjos/ Kongzi, a Chinese philosopher £ 7 (A44)

_3_




Exercise |
Listen and answer the following questions briefly.

1. What are the four great ancient civilizations?

2. What’s the great significance of the Code of Hammurabi?

3. What are the major contributions of Egyptian civilization?

They invented , built , and established a culture that left

4. Who was Confucius and what was his role in Chinese culture?

Exercise 2
Listen again and decide whether the statements you hear are true (T) or false (F).

1. ( ) 2. ( ) 3. ( ) 4. ( ) 5. ( )

TEXT 2

Natural Wonders in the U.S. (1)

Wonrds and cgmmq;am

Grand Canyon

/grend ‘kaenjon/

(SEZVEFN T

spectacular Ispek teekjula(r)/ a.  very impressive and extraordinary

Niagara Falls /mar'egars foilz/ JE Y I i A

Arizona /:@r'zouns/ n.  WHRIEHBM

Colorado River  /kolo'ra:dau ‘riva(r)/ EEE X 0E AT

rim /rim/ n.  edge or border of something

magnitude /'maegnitju:d/ large size

formation f'mexfan/ n.  thing that is formed, esp. in a particular
way #it, AW

ranch /ra:ntf/ n.  large farm (esp. in the US or Canada)

mighty /'marty/ powerful, strong

raft fra:ft/ n.  flat floating structure of logs used as a boat

Exercise 1

Listen and choose the best answer to each question you hear.



1. A) Their interests.
B) The amount of money they can afford to travel.
C) The distance from where they live.
D) Both A and B.
2. A) The Rocky Mountains, Texas and the Grand Canyon.
B) The Grand Canyon, the Rocky Mountains and Yellowstone National Park.
C) The Grand Canyon, Yellowstone National Park and Niagara Falls.
D) The Grand Canyon, Hawaii and Yosemite National Park.
3. (More than one correct answer.)
A) Camping or staying at a ranch.
B) Going hunting in the forest.
C) Enjoying the spectacular sunrise or sunset.
D) Taking a rafting trip down the Colorado River.
E) Seeing a spectacular waterfall.
F) Going fishing in the Colorado River.

Excercise 2
Listen again and fill in the blanks with the missing information.
The of tourists only look out at the canyon from the , which is one of

the most in the world. Your eyes see it, but your brain cannot the
of what you are seeing: the colors, the size, it seems too to be real.

... You can either down or ride a down to the bottom to really experience it.
The seems to change every few feet, as you see different , mostly red, pink,
and white. There are also and a few small animals.

. Aper Yoe Listen

Talking about Sightseeing

Guided Conversations

I.

A: How do you like the gardens in Suzhou?

B: Oh, I like them very much. All the gardens are in the traditional Chinese style. I have never seen
such delicate gardens before.

A: So it’s a place really worth seeing?

B: Yes, it’s a very interesting place for tourists to visit.




