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PREFACE

This second edition of Law and Economics in a
Nutshell is different from the first in several re-
spects. First, it includes a new chapter focusing on
the application of economics to criminal law. Sec-
ond, in a number of areas, I have added examples
and attempted to clarify explanations. And, I must
admit, there were areas in which corrections were
necessary. Third, this effort reflects my own greater
understanding of the historical context of modern
law and economics. Fourth, I have increased the
emphasis on fitting the conventional approach to
law and economics into a broader behavioral con-
text. This reflects a direction I believe scholarship
in the area has taken. This direction is evident in
the work not only of sociceconomists and neo-insti-
tutionalists but in the work of many mainstream
law and economics scholars as well. Finally, this
edition should include very few of the typographical
errors found in the first edition and, hopefully, has
not added too many new ones.

This volume reflects, as did the first, my view that
a course in “law and economics” should be balanced.
Therefore, I often present the conventional “law and
economics” approach to a legal issue and then sug-
gest some of the limitations of that approach. This
critical perspective is probably not as disconcerting
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PREFACE

to some as it was several years ago because it seems
to me, at least, that “law and economics” has be-
come a less polarizing discipline than it once was.

I want to thank the many people who communi-
cated with me about this book. It is through those
communications that I was able to sharpen my own
thinking and, hopefully, the discussion of the mate-
rials that follows.

JEFFREY L. HARRISON
Gainesville, Florida

June 2000
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PREFACE
Use Westlaw® to Research Law and Economics

Access Westlaw, the computer-assisted legal re-
search service of West Group, to search a broad array
of legal resources, including case law, statutes, prac-
tice guides, current developments and various other
types of information. Consult the online Westlaw Di-
rectory to determine databases specific to your
needs.

Searching on Westlaw

With Westlaw, you can use the Natural Language
search method, which allows you to simply describe
your law and economics issue in plain English. For
example, to retrieve documents discussing the im-
pact of law and economic analysis on criminal law,
access the Journals and Law Reviews database (JLR)
and type the following Natural Language descrip-
tion: law and economic analysis of criminal law

You can also use the Terms and Connectors search
method, which allows you to enter a query consisting
of key terms from your issue and connectors specify-
ing the relationship between those terms. For exam-
ple, to search for the phrase law and economic analy-
sis in the same sentence as the phrase criminal law,
type the following Terms and Connectors query:
“law and economic analysis” /s “criminal law”

Use KeyCite® to Check Your Research
XV



