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retarded /r1'ta:did/ adj.
elaborate /1'leebortt/ adj.
alluring /2'1(j)veriy/ adj.
customized /'kastomarzd/ adj.

swell /swel / adj.

cumbersome /'kambesom/ adj .

traumatizing /'tromatarzin/ adj .

comeback /'kambeek/ n.
compress /kom'pres/ v.
vista /'visto/ n.

call up /koil ap/

bulky /'balki/ adj.
access /'eekses/ n.

press release /pres ri'lis/ n.
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- : clog /klng/ v.
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By Robert J. Samuelson

GLOSSARY

-
1
|

returning to worse conditions, methods, ideas, ectc. t

intricate and rich in detail

attractive or exciting ’

being made or changed according to the buyer’s or user’s |

needs

very good or pleasant

awkward because of being large, heavy or ineffective

to (cause sth. to) become blocked or filled so that movement

or activity is difficult

very shocking and upsetting for a long time

a quick reply that is often clever, funny, and insulting

to press sth. into a smaller space

a view, especially a splendid view from a high position-

to find and show information on a computer screen

too big and taking up too much space

the method or possibility of approaching a place or person, or

the right to use or look at sth.

a public statement given to the press to publish if they wish

|
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|
l
|
I
l
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i
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E
|
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bombard with /bom'ba:d wid/

promotional /pra'maufanal/ adj.
toss /tos/ v.

VCR /visit'a/ n.

upheaval /ap'hivl/ n.

purported /po'potid/ adj.
elude /1'lud/ v.

corollary /ka'rolert/ n.
techno-dope /'teknau'daup/ 1.
offset /'of'set/ v.

frivolous /'frivalos/ adj.

to wit /tu 'wrt /

subscriber /seb'skratbo(r)/ n.
successor /sok'sesa(r)/ n.

Lego /'legau/ n.

exult /1g'zalt/ v.

chitchat /'tfittfaet/ n.
inane /1'nemn/ adj.
crunch /krantf/ v.

afflict /a'flikt/ v.
ordain /o!'dern/ v.
ego /'iigou/ n.

hefty /'heft1/ adj.
institutionalized /mnst1'tju;fonslaizd/ adj.

subsidy /'sabsidi/ n.
hand-held /'hsendheld/ adj.

personal digital assistant
/'pasonl 'didzit] s'sistont/ n.
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to direct so many things at someonc, especially to ask them so
many questions. that they find it difficult to deal with them
intended to advertise sth.

to throw sth. carelessly

(ABBREVIATION) a video cassette recorder (GRAE#HL) .

(a) great change, especially causing or involving much diffi-
culty, activity or trouble

assumed to be such; supposed

to escape from someone or sth. , especially by tricking them
sth. that results from sth. else

a person who knows nothing about technology

to balance one influence against an opposing influence, so
that there is no great difference as a resuit

used to describe an activity or object which is silly or unim-
portant rather than useful or serious

(OLD USE OR FORMAL) used to introduce additional in-
formation which makes it clear exactly who or what you are
talking about; namely

someonc who subscribes to a product, service or organization
someone or sth. that follows another person or thing in time

(TRADEMARK) a toy for children consisting of small plastic ;

bricks and other pieces such as wheels and windows, which
can be joined together to make models of many different ob-
jects CREELR)

to express great pleasure or happiness, especially at someone
else’s defeat or failure

informal conversation about unimportant matters

extremely silly or lacking real meaning or importance

to perform operations on; to manipulate or process ( numeri-
cal or mathematical data)

[often passive] to affect someone/sth. in an unpleasant way,
and make him/it suffer

(of God or someone in authority) to order sth. to happen
your idea or opinion of yourself, or a great feeling of your
own importance and ability

large in amount, size, force, etc.

becoming part of the normal behaviour of people within an
organization

money given as part of the cost of sth., to help or encourage
it to happen

used to sth. that has been designed so that it can be held and
used easily with one or two hands

(ABBREVIATION PDA) a small computer that you can carry
with you
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Text1 Technology in Reverse -

! scribble /'skribl/ v. to write or draw sth. quickly or carelessly :
scrawl /skrol/ v. to write sth. quickly, without trying to make your writing ti- f
dy or easy to read ;
| Rolodex /'rolodeks/ 7. (TRADEMARK) Heféa4 48 |
. pager / 'perdza(r)/n. FEHL 2
, smashing /'smeef1y/ adj. extremely good, attractive, enjoyable or pleasant i
Texr EXPLANATIONS

The passage begins with the author’s definition of the term “retarded technology” that
is exemplified by some technology-inspired waste and expensiveness. Then he explores
some pro-technology reasons that are not need-based. What he is concerned with is the
prevailing misuse of technology that is ordained by our ego and money.

Paragraph
1 ANALYSIS

In this paragraph the author defines “retarded technology” — “Let me introduce you
to ... 7. To make his contrast more impressive, the author uses a play on word; “useful

9 b

new things ... or to do old things,” “new and expensive ways of doing ... that were once
done” (old ways).

Notice two points: 1) the author by no means disapproves of all technology, because
he classifies technology into two categories, “advanced technology” and “retarded technol-
ogy,” thus setting the tone of the essay: to discuss the misconception and misuse of tech-
nology. 2) “ ... made waste respectable, elaborate, alluring and even fun” is explained in

Paragraph 7 by “Social Status, Adult Play, The Mount Everest Effect.”

QUESTION

How does retarded technology differ from advanced technology?

Advanced technology enables us to do useful new things or to do old things more effi-
ciently. By contrast, retarded technology creates new and expensive ways of doing things
that were once done simply and inexpensively, or even doing things that needn’t doing at
all.

.3-
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LLANGUAGE WORK

1. Let me introduce you to retarded technology. ®& Here the author implies that technol-
ogy may not always push the world ahead, and that it sometimes holds it back.
mentally/emotionally retarded
A rise in interest rates would severely retard economic growth.
Severe iron deficiency can cause developmental delay and growth retardation.

Paragraphs
2 — 4 ¢ ANALYSIS

In these paragraphs the author compares e-books with “old-fashioned” books in an at-
tempt to show the disadvantages of the former — they are both costlier and bulkier.

1) “ ... you can feed with ... ” (Paragraph 2) — you can store ...
2) * ... hating yourself for ever buying it. ”(Paragraph 3) — regretting buying it
QUESTION

What does the author intend to convey in the question at the end of the paragraph?
The author actually conveys the meaning that it is unnecessary and wasteful, since
most people do not really need access to the entire collection of a public library.

LLANGUAGE WORK

2. If you take it to the beach, it gets clogged with sand. 25" If you take it to the beach, it
gets blocked with sand, which results in its malfunctioning.
clogged pipes
Eating too much fat causes your arteries to clog up.
Leaves are clogging up the drain.
3. Losing it is not a traumatizing event. &-# Even if you lose it, you won’t be too upset.
She was completely traumatized by the death of her mother.
Don’t you find exams traumatic?
4. The computer creates a bottleneck. 7 The computer creates a problem — only one
reader can read the books called up on the computer at a time.
Roadworks are causing bottlenecks in the city center.
Is there any way of getting round this bureaucratic bottleneck ?
5. ... do most people really need access to ... the entire collection of the New York Public
Library? &% Do most people really need to be able to read all the materials in the New
York Public Library?

-4.
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" Text1 Technology in Reverse

The tax inspector had complete access to the company files.

The system has been designed to give the user quick and easy access to the required
information.

The resort is easily accessible by road, rail and air.

Two new roads are being built to increase accessibility to the town center.

Paragraph
5 ANALYSIS

In this paragraph, the author offers a third example that proves that “retarded tech-
nology creates new and expensive ways of doing things that were once done simply and in-
expensively”, hence “technology racing backward.”

Again the author uses comparison and contrast in the production and effect of press re-
leases and concludes: “the video costs more and does less. ”

1) “In my business ... ” — refers to the publishing business, since the author is a syndica-
ted columnist for The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, and The Boston Globe .
2) “standard press releases” — refers to traditional press releases in the form of public

statements on paper distributed to newspapers or magazines to publish if they wish.

QUESTION

How does the author prove that a video press release “costs more and does less”?
The author indicates that a video press release is more expensive and takes longer time
in production, and costs more postage; yet it gets tossed immediately by people.

LLANGUAGE WORK

6. In my business, we’re bombarded with press releases for products ... &% In my busi-
ness, we receive an overwhelming number of press releases for products.
His new play has been bombarded with criticism.
The troops bombarded the city, killing and injuring hundreds of people.
The use of modern weapons has made it more difficult to protect civilians from aer-
ial bombardment .

7. T can read standard press releases in 10 or 15 seconds before tossing 99 percent of them.
&% | can spend a little time reading normal paper press releases before I lose patience
with most of them and throw them away:

The bull tossed him up into the air.
That much money is not to be tossed away lightly.



