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Self-preface

The term applied linguistics came into existence in the mid-1950s
almost simultaneously in Britain and the United States. In 1964, the
first textbook of applied linguistics The Linguistic Sciences and
Language Teaching was published in Britain. Since then, applied
linguistics began to develop very vigorously. However, in our country,
the research of applied linguistics did not start until the 1980s. And
many English learners, especially university students, are still
unfamiliar with this new science. They often ask such questions as:

What is applied linguistics?

What is the relationship between applied linguistics and other
sciences?

Is it necessary for us to have some knowledge of applied
linguistics?

In order to meet the demand of those English learners, I decide to
compile this book , which consists of five chapters. Chapter One gives a
general introduction of applied linguistics. Chapter Two highlights the

many ways in which linguistics and applied linguistics come together
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productively. Linguistics has much to offer to applied linguistics. It is
for the applied linguist to be aware of these offerings and use them in
the most appropriate contexts. Chapter Three discusses the application
of applied linguistics in terms of the teacher profession. In its narrow
sense, applied linguistics refers to the study of language teaching and
learning. In this chapter, some major aspects of the teacher profession
are investigated, which is beneficial to learner teachers. Chapter Four
deals with the applications of computers in applied-linguistics research.
The early use of computers in solving applied-linguistics issues can be
traced back to machine translation of the 1950s. At present, computers
are viewed as essential tools in applied linguistics. Chapter Five deals
with the sorts and ranges of knowledge required of an applied linguist.

In the autumn of 2005, I came to Toronto University as a visiting
scholar of its English department. While I stayed there, I had gathered
many materials about applied linguistics, which have helped me a lot in
writing this book. Here I'd like to give my heart-felt thanks to Pro.
Brian Corman, chair of the English Department, without whose help I
could not have access to those valuable materials. I also wish to thank
all the related authors from whose writings many quotations of this book
have come. 1 hope readers will learn a great deal about applied
linguistics after reading this book.

At the end of each chapter, there are some questions for
discussion. Most of these discussions have been held in my
postgraduate classes. If such discussions can arouse great interest of

readers in applied linguistics, I will surely feel honored.

Liu Dianzhong
China University of Petroleum

June, 2007
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Chapter One An Overview of
Applied Linguistics

1.1 Origins of the Term Applied Linguistics

The term applied linguistics ( AL.) has been in use at least since
the founding of the University of Edinburgh School of Applied
Linguistics in 1956, and of the Center for Applied Linguistics in
Washington, D. C., in 1957. In the case of Edinburgh, the impetus -
behind the creation of a new department with an unfamiliar title came
from two different directions. From the one side came an initiative from
“cultural diplomacy” ; the British Council for English aimed to provide
specialist courses for high-level teacher trainers and senior educators
from both Britain and overseas countries so that the practical teaching
and learning of English in Commonwealth countries and the developing
world would be substantially improved. Edinburgh University accepted
that a number of language-related areas of academic study, not solely

English as a foreign language (EFL) and English as a second language
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(ESL), would be supported by the founding of a new department of
this kind under the pioneering direction of J. C. (Ian) Catford.

The Center for Applied linguistics in Washington, D. C. | owes its
genesis largely to the concern of the Ford Foundation to assist in solving
the problems in language education then being encountered in many
countries in the developing world. They saw the need to collect and
analyze data about the role and use of English and other languages,
international and local, particularly in those countries that had recently
obtained their independence from France or Britain, or were about to
do so. As a consequence of these surveys, it was anticipated that large-
scale projects would be mounted for the design and production of
language-teaching materials and for the training of teachers in their
use. Dr. Charles Ferguson of Stanford University was appointed the
first of a series of distinguished directors of the center.

Thus, in the case of each of the academic institutions that first
bore the term applied linguistics in its title, it was in the national
interest of a major English-speaking country——Britain in 1956 and
the United States in 1957

English for educational development, and to unlock the considerable

to promote the learning and teaching of

funds necessary in order to establish an institutional base.

Although the two directors and their colleagues came from
academic posts in linguistics, they were faced with the immediate
necessity of addressing practical tasks. At Edinburgh, a principal task
was to articulate for the first time, in new graduate-level courses, the
intellectual bases of language learning and language teaching for the
benefit of senior educators working in the developing world. In
Washington, a principal task was to design and carry out multiple
large-scale surveys of language use in Africa; these, in turn, would be
used as part of the design criteria for new programs of language

teaching, including the preparation of new generations of teacher
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trainers. Applied linguistics was thus produced simultaneously on both
sides of the Atlantic, not as an a priori concept, but as the
consequence of creative minds aware of the developments then current
in the discipline of linguistics, applying their talents to specific
language-related tasks.

It is a central feature of applied linguistics that it is task-related,
problem-oriented, project-centered, and demand-led. It is also
fundamentally based in academic disciplines. This point is an
important one since many people.outside applied linguistics jump to the
erroneous conclusion that applied linguistics is a high-flown name for
advanced English-language teaching. It is, of course, true that much
of the demand for specialists with applied linguistics training arises in
connection with language teaching. There is, though, an increasing
demand for other international , regional, and national languages also,
as is evidenced by the growing number of programs offered by the
“cultural diplomacy” arms of the countries concerned ( emulating the
achievements of the U. S. Information Agency and the British Council
for English) for the teaching of, for example, French, German,
Italian, Japanese, Spanish, and Portuguese.

Throughout the world a surge in English multilingualism is

occurring one so strong that more and more courses are being
offered to a growing range of learners with ever more specialized
learning aims and needs. In order to meet these needs, it is not just
classroom teachers who are required, essential though these are, but
specialists able to analyze in close and relevant detail the new learners’
needs and the nature of the conditions in which thie learning and
teaching would take place, conditions that crucially affect the design of
most-appropriate teaching courses. Applied linguistics is uniquely
capable of imparting the knowledge, understanding, and conceptual

skills necessary to undertake these analyses and to devise the
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accompanying material. But again, although it is applied linguistics,
uniquely, that offers unified solutions to these higher-level conceptual
problems in language teaching, it is not solely in language teaching that
applied linguistics contributes. Rather, it contributes-in a wide range
of language-related areas.

The term applied linguistics, then, has a history reaching back
over 50 years, starting from nearly contemporaneous beginnings in
Scotland and the United States. The subsequent expansion of centers

for the study and teaching of applied linguistics has been more rapid in

Britain and Europe including the establishment of “ daughter”

centers such as those in Hyderabad, Singapore, and Hong Kong

than in the United States ( although the latter country has helped to
facilitate the teaching and learning of English in Guam, American
Samoa, and the areas earlier known as the U. S. Trust Territories in
the Western Pacific, as well as in a number of other countries through
Binational Centers ). The Brtish have found that one-year,
postexperience master's-degree courses in applied linguistics have

attracted large numbers of high-quality applicants who subsequently

find a wide range of jobs open to them
higher-echelon positions in EFL/ESL.
In addition to centers for the study and teaching of applied

most of them, it is true, in

linguistics, there have emerged a number of serious academic and
professional associations, notably the International Association of
Applied Linguistics ( AILA ), the British Association for Applied
Linguistics (BAAL) , the American Association for Applied Linguistics
(AAAL), and similar bodies in many countries. The many thousands
of members of these associations are served by a range of journals,
among the most prestigious of which are Applied Linguistics (AL),
Annual Review of Applied Linguistics ( ARAL), English Language
Teaching Journal ( ELTJ), International Journal of the Sociology of
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Language ( IJSL ), International Review of Applied Linguistics
(IRAL), Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development
(JMMD) , Language Learning System, TESOL Quarterly (TQ), and
World Englishes. Many other journals also now exist, often with more
restricted circulation than the journals named here.

The economic and logistical success of applied linguistics has
occasionally led to contrary or even hostile reactions, in particular from
some specialists in theoretical linguistics, on the one hand, and in
literature on the other. Even today it is not unknown for non-applied
linguists to maintain that “ there is no such thing as applied
linguistics,” or at least to seek a return to the conditions and attitudes
that prevailed before applied linguists became influential in language-
teaching policy and decision making. Such reactions reflect complex
sentiments that include some of the following: frustration with the fact
that graduate-student demand, and therefore funding and resources, is
typically greater for applied linguistics than for either general linguistics
or English literature; an elitist belief that theoretical or purely literary
studies are morally and intellectually superior to applied studies; a low
opinion of the art of teaching and a lack of understanding of the
possibilities of serious intellectual work relating to language teaching
and learning; nostalgia for earlier literature; and a view among some
specialists in linguistics that practice (i.e. , classroom teaching) must
be determined by the results of research, which in turn is determined
by theory, and that, therefore, foreign-language teaching must
necessarily be dominated by linguistics.

Among this latter group, even when there is tolerance of the
existence of applied linguistics, it is often conditional on applied
linguistics’ being narrowly interpreted as “linguistic theory applied. ”
There is a subtle presupposition within such a formulation that the

111

intellectual paradigm for applied linguistics rules of
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engagement” as it were are agreed by all concerned to be those of
theoretical linguistics, and indeed of one particular school of thought in
linguistics, even though the purposes of applied linguistics are
(unfortunately) utilitarian. Yet the considerable and growing strength
of applied linguistics is evidenced by the continuing demand. for
specialists trained in that field, by the continuing extension of the uses
of applied linguistics into new fields, and by the growing flow of

valuable contributions to research, publications, and action that

applied linguists are producing.
1.2 Definition and Domains of Applied Linguistics

“ Applied linguistics” is using what we know about (a) language,
(b) how it is learned and (c¢) how it is used, in order to achieve some
purpose or solve some problem in the real world. Those purposes are
many and varied, as is evident in a definition given by Wilkins
(1999.7) .

In a broad sense, applied linguistics is concerned with increasing
understanding of the role of language in human affairs and thereby with
providing the knowledge necessary for those who are responsible for
taking language-related decisions whether the need for these arises in
the classroom, the workplace, the law court, or the laboratory.

The range of these purposes is partly illustrated by the call for
papers for the American Association of Applied Linguistics ( AAAL)
2002 conference, which lists 18 topic areas:

Language and its acquisition

Language and assessment

Language and the brain

Language and cognition

Language and culture



