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INTRODUCTION

As China’s part in world affaitrs grows apace,
more and more people in the world wish to become
acquainted with her. Stortes from Chinese Mythology is
our tentative effort to provide some entertainment
for, as well as to give some idea of Chinese mytholo-
gy to, those who are curious about China and her cul-
- tural heritage.

Primitive man, filled with wonder and amaze-
ment at such kaleidoscopic natural phenomena as fire,
thunder and lightning, wind and rain, the motion of
the sun and moon, the gathering and dispersal of
clouds, was as yet unable to interpret them. lnstead
he regarded these elements as “gods”™ or believed that
these phenomena were governed by “gods”. To his
way of thinking, gods populated the natural worid.
there was the god of wind, the god of rain, the god
of thunder. Primitive humans created the gods in their
own image and then worshipped them.

Before the picto- ideographic system of writing
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developed in China, these myths about the activities
and conflicts of man’s gods were circulated by word
of mouth and, like poetry, evolved into a form of
popular literature. When China entered class society’
(c. 2000 B. C. ), these tales became imbued with ele-
ments of class struggle. Myths appeared in Chinese
mythology characterizing such rebellious gods as Chi
You, Kua Fu, Xing Tian and Gong Gong, who sym-
bolized man's opptression by the ruling classes.

Chinese mythology was recorded rather late in
China’s"long history. It was not until the feudal soci-
ety (c. 400 B. C. )that Skan Hai Jing (Book of Moun-
tains and Seas) appeared, recording fragments of
myths. Contemporaneous with it was a book on divin-
ity called Gui Cang (Storage of All Creation) , likewise
recording bits and pieces of myths, which, unfortu-
nately, has been lost. Myths recorded in these two
books are thought to reveal the seeds of science and
the beginn{ng of scientific exploration. For example,
in Skan Hai Jing there were the records of mortality
trees and an elixir used by wizards to bring the dying
back to life. In Gui Cang, the record states, “After she
took the drug given by Xi Wang Mu, Chang'e flew to

the moon and became a goddess, ” Perhaps we can say
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that this was not only an exploration of medicine but
an amazing exploration of space as well.

Theoretically it should not be difficult to distin-
guish Chinese mythology from ancient history, but in
actual fact, both are intetwoven in Chinese classical
literature. Mythology contains factual historical events
and vice versa. Imagination springs out of life experi-
ence. The war between Huang Di and Chi You, for
example, in which Chi You could summon wind and
rain and fog, and Huang Di could take command of
birds and beasts of all descriptions, is beyond doubt a
myth, but who can deny that in the myth there was a
shadow of history chronicling the étrife between two
primitive tribes? Conversely, who can deny the myth-
ical elements contained in the supposedly true histori-
cal records of “the abdication of Yao and Shun”and
“the revolution staged by Cheng Tang”, not to men-
tion the deeds of the so-called“Three Sovereigns and
Five Emperors”, all ancient history, indisputably re-
mote in time and too fantasitc not to contain volumi-
nous elements of mythology?

Most of China's abundant myths have been lost,
partly because Chinese mythology was historicized to
serve the purposes of the ruiing classes. Histoty before
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China’s Spring and Autumn Period(774-—476 B. C. )
was largely a history derived from mythology. Owing
to the convetsion of mythology into history, only
fragments of unconnected myths remained in Shan Hai
" Jing and a few other classical works. Be that as it
may, the fra‘gmentary myths, recording two to three
thousand years from the early Western Zhou Dynasty
to the Wei and Jin Dynasties and even later, provide
the world with a multitudinous collection. These
abundant myths of splendid imagination and beautiful
conception refute the careless remarks of some Chi-
nese scholars who have maintained that China “pos-
sesses no, mythology”, that “Ours is not an imagina-
tive nation. ” The only regtet is, however, that these
fragments, like scattered bits and pieces of gold and
jade, have not yet been systematically reconstructed
into an organic integral coliection like Greek and Ro-
man mythology. This great effort must be undertaken
by future scholats.

The literature of mythology is treasured by every
country and every culture. The works of many impot-
tant writers are repleie with allusions to Greek, Ro-
man, Hebrew, Indian, and Chinese mythology.
Chairman Mao Zedong, for instance, often quoted
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myths, investing them with entirely new revoiution-
ary implications. He spoke of “the Cowherd” in his
poem “Farewell to the God of Plague”; “Changle”,
the lonely goddess, and “Wu Gang” in his poem“Re-
ply to Li Shuyi”; “the mountain goddess” (that is,
Yao Ji)in his poem “Swimming”; and*Gong Gong”
who fought Zhuan Xu for the throne and in a fit of
rage butted against the Buzhou Mountain, in his poem
“Against the First ‘Encirclement’ Campaign. ”
Mythology , itself a form of literature, also ex-
erts a far-reaching influence on other forms of litera-
ture and art. Greek art certainly derived nourishment
from Greek mythology. The same is true of other cul-
tures and other civilizations. Can the flowers of Euro-
pean art and literature since the 16th century have
bloomed so luxuriantly without the nourishment of
Greek and Roman mythology? Likewise, China could
not have produced such great poets as Q(x Yuan (c.
340-—-278 B. C.) and Li Bai(701 —762 A.D. ) and
such great works as Xi You Ji (Pilgrimuge to the West by
Wu Cheng’en, c. 1500--1582 A. D. )and Jing Hua
Yuan ( Flowers in the Mirror by Li Ruzhen, c. 1763—
1830 A. D. ), without the rich tradition of imagina-
tive literature. Such literary giants and excellient
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works, representing the best half of China’s garden of
art and literature,, would have been eclipsed. Even Du
Fu(712—770 A.D. ), a realistic poet, made many
mythical allusions in his poetry, to say nothing of
others.

So it is that we make available to our English
speaking friends this book consisting of sixty-five sto-
ties, each being separate and independent from, yet
somehow consistent with the others. These stories, we
think, are rich in content and far-reaching in signifi-
cance. Their contents fall roughly into four cate-
gories;

A. Man’s battle to survive the farces of nature

As a result of constant struggle with nature,
primitive man sought explanations for his successes
and failures. The myths, therefore, are not only
primitive man's interpretations of natural phenomena
but also ringing songs, lamenting or celebrating the
battle. The stories extolling Pan Gu's separation of
heaven and earth, Nii Wa's repairing the sky, Yi's
shootiing down of the suns and exterminati?n of mon-
sters, and Gun’'s and Yu's stemming of floods, are all
stories of the struggle.

For example, we have the story “Yi Shot Down



