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Unit 1

The Power of Words

CLOSE READING

Pre-reading Questions

1.
2.
3.

Does it matter how we use words in everyday conversation?

Does it make any difference when we say we “love” ice cream? And when we say “sorry?”

Can you define “love?” How is the emotion of “love” different from “contentment,”

“happiness,

10

15

? “warmth” or “affection?”

Pondering “Love”
Camille DeAngelis

“Love” is the most overused word in the English language. | say | love Chunky
Monkey ice cream. | love the Muppets and poetry and any song U2 has ever
written. | love New York. But rarely do | consider the meaning of the word | use so
liberally.

“Love” is a word whose power has been diluted by eons of misuse. I'm not
sure I'm ready to see my own reflection in the things and people | profess to love,
because I'm not at all confident | really do love them. It's a dirty or worthless word
for some. Others hold it as completely sacred and pure and refuse to waste it on
musical artists or Ben & Jerry or even on people they merely like.

But most of us really are confused about the true meaning of the word, whether
or not we realize it. It doesn't help that you run into it wherever you go: “love” in
pop songs on the radio, “love” in movies, and “love” on television. Love poetry
ranges from the romantic (like Byron: “She walks in beauty, like the night/Of
cloudless climes and starry skies... A heart whose love is innocent!”) to the
angst-ridden (like Plath: “I should have loved a thunderbird instead; /At least when
spring comes they roar back again”).
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So, what is love? The most fascinating, and frustrating, aspect of that
guestion is that there is no simple answer. Any dictionary definition is horribly
unsatisfactory. Love is much more than “warm attachment” or “strong affection. ”
True love, | think, ought to last. But can the love of which those poets write be the
one that so often does not last? Is love unconditional?

| can say for sure, however, that love is not logical. The goal in the pursuit of
logic is absolute truth and even perfection, neither of which is compatible with love.
Should rational thought win out over romance, any relationship in question would
surely fade as quickly as it had begun.

The actress Katharine Hepburn's thoughts on the matter are certainly thought-
provoking. “Love has nothing to do with what you are expecting to get—only with
what you are expecting to give—which is everything. ” But what if | give everything
and receive nothing in return? Can that possibly be love, however “unrequited?”
When Sheryl Crow sings that “need is love, and love is need,” is she singing about
dependency, or is love really based on necessity? One definition states that if you
truly love someone, you find you simply cannot live without them. But | consider
myself an independent being. | don't need anyone in order to function. Does that
make me incapable of love? Perhaps a more refined definition would be that “love”
is wanting (but not needing) the other person in your life for always, because
ideally | want to be a much better person for having known him.

So what if it doesn’t work out? You pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and
think about anything but romance until someone else comes along who inspires you
to try again. Most people believe that even if a relationship doesn't last, it still
could have been love. I'm not so sure. A Chinese proverb states that if you love
someone, let them go. If they return to you, it was meant to be. If they don’t, their
love was never yours to begin with. This, too, is trite, but its inherent truth is
undeniable.

Perhaps to use the word love in terms of any college relationship is absurd.
There can be no promises and no plans, because so often plans and promises go
unfulfilled. We hang on when we ought to let go. In the end only one thing can be

" certain: we enter into relationships and risk loving someone because all of the joy

and the agony leads us to a greater sense of self. “Love” can never be completely
defined; ultimately the only definition that matters is your own. 1'd like to suggest,
however, that the next time you choose to use the word, you contemplate first all
the profoundly marvelous possibilitic?s that it contains.
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Building Vocabulary

chunky (L. 1) ["tfagki] adj. thick, solid and heavy E3X8Y

dilute (L. 5) [dar'lut] vt. to make something weaker or less
effective 2K, HIsS

eon (L.5) (iron] n. an extremely long period of time R
BvivE

profess (L. 6) (pro'fes] vt. to make a claim about something &=
R, &®B

sacred (L. 8) ['serkrid ] adj. greatly respected, believed to be
holy #2689

clime (L. 14) [klaim] n. climate (ZAFFR) k=

angst (L. 15) [eenst ] n. strong feeling of anxiety and
unhappiness £

thunderbird (L. 15) [ '6andebad ] n. 83

fascinating (L. 17) ['feestnertin adj. extremely interesting Sk ABY

frustrating (L. 17) (fra'strertig] adj. making one feel annoyed, upset {& A
BES, SAHEH '

unconditional (L.21) [ anken'difanal ] adj. not depending on any conditions ;%
ey

compatible (L. 23) [ kem'paetibal ] adj. able to exist together, or be used
together or with (another thing) —
0, EEEHn

rational (L. 24) [ 'reefonoal ] adj. BM®, 6BR

thought-provoking (LL. 26 —=27) [ 'gortpreiveukiy] adj. RAREN

unrequited (L. 29) [ anri'kwartid ] adj. ZTORHY

dependency (L. 31) [dr'pendansi | n. R

necessity (L. 31) [ni'sestti] n. something that one needs to have B&

function (L. 33) ['fapkfan] vi. toworkin the way it is supposed toiz
%, NTREINEE

incapable (L. 34) [1n'kerpobal ] adj. unable to do something FoEE08Y

refined (L. 34) [r1'faind] adj. having been improved for greater
effectiveness BiReY

ideally (L. 36) [ar'diali] adv. B8

trite (L. 42) (trart] adj. having been used so often that it
seems boring and not sincere GREEHY,
Z—EW
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inherent (L. 42) [ in'hiarent ] adj. being a natural part of BE8Y

undeniable (L. 43) [ andi'narebal ] adj. definitely true or certain fgigey, g
B

unfulfilled (L. 46) [ ianful'f1ld ] adj. RIME, KETH

agony (L. 48) ('eegoni ] n. very severe pain iRENRE

ultimately (L. 49) [ 'altimitli ] adv. B&, B

contemplate (L. 50) [ 'kontemplert ] vt.  to think about something S8, iy

profoundly (L.51) [ pra'faundli } adv. R, KRR

marvelous (L.51) [ 'macvales ] adj. extremely good RaBiVBY, By

Culturally Speaking

I. What is “Chunky Monkey ice cream?”
You must love “chunky” ice cream, the kind which has a chewy texture and contains chewy
things such as nuts. When you love it so much, you will say, as native speakers of English

do, “Chunky Monkey” ice cream. It rhymes. Chunky Monkey is a specific kind of ice cream.

1I. who are the “Muppets?”

The Muppets are a group of puppets that became famous on television and in movies. They
were first invented by Jim Henson, an American puppeteer, in the 1950s and have since been
developed further. The name “Muppets” suggests that these puppets are a combination of
marionettes and foam-rubber hand puppets. Some of the best-known Muppets are Kermit the
Frog, Miss Piggy, Fozzie Bear, and Gonzo.

III. Who are members of “U27”

U2 is one of the most popular bands in rock music history. Since it was established in 1976 the
group has used strong political themes in its music such as aid for impoverished African
peoples and banning nuclear weapons. Members of U2 are Irish and they are: Bono, the lead
singer; Edge, the guitarist; Adam Clayton, the bassist; and Larry Mullen, Jr., the

drummer.

IV. Who are “Ben & Jerry?”

Believe it or not, they're ice cream makers who make flavors dedicated to some rock musicians
and bands. For example, they have a flavor called “Cherry Garcia” which is a reference to
Jerry Garcia, the guitarist for the rock band The Grateful Dead. They have another name
called “Phish Food”, which is a reference to the rock band Phish. When you buy ice cream

made by “Ben & Jerry,” you will see their name printed on the package.
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V. Lord Byron

George Gordon Byron (1788-1824), better known as Lord Byron, was the most colorful of the
English Romantic poets. Byron’s poetry, tender, violent and exotic, often follows an
underlying theme that people are free to choose their own course in life. In Childe Harold’s
Pilgrimage and in the sequence of “Turkish Tales” (1813-1816) that followed, Byron
presented a character type known as “the Byronic hero. ” The Byronic hero is the melancholy,

defiant, proudly self-assured man and is widely imitated in later literature.

VI. Sylvia Plath
Sylvia Plath (1932-1963) was one of the powerful American poets that emerged after World
War II. Her poems convey sharp insights, ironic wit, and suggest painful feelings. Her

poems are especially sympathetic to the plight of women, young people, artists, misfits, and
rebels,

Questions for Group Discussion

I. Reading Comprehension

1. Why does DeAngelis say that “love” is the most overused word in the English language?
2. What does she mean when she says that “most of us really are confused about the meaning
of the word, whether or not we realize it?”

Why is it that dictionary definitions are often unsatisfactory?

What is the most important characteristic of true love, according to DeAngelis?

What does she mean when she says that love is not logical?

U

What ideas about love does DeAngelis derive from the actress Katharine Hepburn’s

comment?

N

What does the Chinese proverb quoted by DeAngelis really suggest? ‘

8. Why is it that the author says the word “love” cannot be used in reference to college
relationships?

9. All things considered, what is the one thing that can be certain when it comes to love,

according to DeAngelis?

II. Further Discussion

1. Do you agree with DeAngelis that “most of us really are confused about the true meaning of
the word?” Are you confused about love? Do you love anyone unconditionally?

2. Do you think that it is easy that people can “dust themselves off” after a break-up?

3. What is your definition of “love?”
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Exercises

I. Fill in each of the blanks with an appropriate preposition from the

box.
| about above as at for in into of on with within |

1. He tried so hard in the last five months, but he failed again the end.

2. When she first arrived New York, she ran difficulties the language
and some weird people in the neighborhood.

3. When he came to the crossroads, he was confused which road he should take to get
to the airport.

4. The 20% to 30% increase train tickets during the Chinese New Year would
cértainly not be well received terms of customer satisfaction.

5. The Jewish people traditionally hold Jerusalem a sacred land promised to their

forefathers by God.

II. Paraphrase the underlined words or expressions in each sentence.

1. “Love” is the most overused word in the English language.

“Love” is a word whose power has been diluted by eons of misuse.

I’'m not sure I'm ready to see my own reflection in the things and people I profess to love.

It doesn’t help that you run into it wherever you go.

Is love unconditional?

S oo W

Should rational thought win out over romance, any relationship in question would surely

fade as quickly as it had begun.
7. When Sheryl Crow sings that

“need is love, and love is need,” is she singing about

dependency, or is love really based on necessity?

8. Perhaps a more refined definition would be that “love” is wanting the other person in your

life for always, because ideally I want to be a much better person for having known him.

9. You pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and think about anything but romance until

someone else comes along who inspires you to try again.

10. This, too, is trite, but its inherent truth is undeniable,

11. We enter into relationships and risk loving someone because all of the joy and the agony

leads us to a greater sense of self.
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III. Rewrite the following sentences. making use of the words or

expressions in parentheses.

1. If you do not understand any of the items on the contract, please talk to my secretary or
consult your lawyer. (confused about)

2. The preschool center is open to children of 3 to 6 years old. (range from)

3. When I was shopping for Christmas the other day, I met a former classmate of mine whom
I had not seen for ages. (run into)

4. Early immigrants from Europe came to the New World because they were trying to fight for
the ideals of freedom and democracy. (in pursuit of)

5. When the first group of pioneers came to the small fishing village at Zhenzhuang Harbor in
the early 1980s, few of them believed that they could finally succeed in setting up an
entirely new and prosperous city along the coast. (win out)

6. It seems that after the September 11th Incident American politicians tend to discuss
American relationship with any other country in connection with the issue of anti-

terrorism. (in terms of)

IV. Replace the underlined with synonymous words or expressions. Modify
the sentence structure if needed.

1. But rarely do I consider the meaning of the word I use so liberally.

N

Others hold it as completely sacred and pure and refuse to waste it on musical artists or Ben

& Jerry or even on people they merely like.

Love poetry ranges from the romantic to the angst-ridden,

Any dictionary definition is horribly unsatisfactory.
The actress Katharine Hepburn's thoughts on the matter are certainly thought-provoking.

But what if 1 give everything and receive nothing in return?
So what if it doesn’t work out?

PN w

If they don’t, their love was never yours to begin with.

V. Choose the best answer (from a, b, c and d) to complete each of the
following blanks.

Many of today’s cliches are 1  to be tomorrow’s standard English, just __ 2  many of
today’s standard 3 were yesterday’s metaphors: thunderstruck, astonish, cuckold, and
thousands of others that _ 4  a substantial part of any dictionary. 5 , the cliche is
sometimes the most 6  way of expressing a thought. To attempt to write 7 acliche
will often __ 8  to pretentious obscurity. And _ 9 a writer to decide to 10 all cliches
indiscriminately would be to restrict his efforts.

1. (a) hardly (b) likely (c) possibly (d) probably
2. (a) as (b) for (o) like (d) to
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L XNk w

10.

Vi

(a) languages (b) letters (c) terms (d) words
(a) consist (b) contribute (c) form (d) make

(a) Consequently (b) However (¢) Moreover (d) Therefore
(a) common (b) direct (¢) important (d) straight
(a) about (b) across (c) around (d) over

(a) form (b) lead (c) result (d) take

(a) as (b) by (o) for (d) when

(a) banish (b) cut (¢) forget (d) restrict

. Translate the following sentences into English, making use of the
suggested expressions.

KT I 2008 AF RGBS AL AT B 13T T — R IV M LA BB 2 S5 4 (H R B

BARMEVX R R B H . (work out) :

WS IR SN B IR 2 . RN A7 40% 5 — TR 20 S 48 b B9 A A3 SR AT A W

(contemplate)

- MAHnaE E bR S AERISGL 3 5 R UL, B R R R R I HEAFE. (in terms of)

4. BRBERBOH T REZEBIERIWER, BRIFZZEAMRINIRT REER

AREE LB EHIE . (hold the view)

- BT BRI BB O BRI RIIR T LKA BRI O F TR A B . (be

confused about)

ZILEE LT TR, E T IAMEEIRAELILMNE, BE A BHGERT. (o

pursuit of)

BB TR TR R E SR BA KRR S, R XA A, B 9 bR T 46 50184
WIEHBEALF . (begin with)
G LRI — BV b R AP SRR BT, A LD E#Fl. (hang on)

FURTHER READING

|. Contrite Makes Right

Deborah Tannen

Apologies are powerful. They resolve conflicts without violence, repair
disputes between nations, allow governments to acknowledge the suffering of their
citizens, and restore harmony to personal relationships. They are an effective way

to restore trust and gain respect. They can be a sign of strength: proof that the



