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Land and Resources

Introduction

The official name of the United States is the United States of America.
People often call it the United States, the USA, or simply America. The main
landmass of the United States lies in central North America with Canada to the
north, Mexico to the south, the Atlantic Ocean to its east and the Pacific Ocean
to the west. Consisting of 50 states, the United States has a total area of
9 400 000 square kilometers which makes it the fourth largest country in the
world in size after Russia, Canada and China. Of all the 50 states, Alaska is
the largest in area and Rhode Island is the smallest. Apart from the 50 states,
the United States includes some outlying areas, such as Puerto Rico and Virgin
Island in Latin America and Guam, American Samoa in the Pacific Ocean. The
national capital is Washington, DC, located along the banks of the Potomac
River between the states of Maryland and Virginia.



The mainland America can be divided into three geographic areas: the
Atlantic Seacoast and the Appalachian Mountains in the east; the great
Mississippi River Basin in the middle; and the Rockies west to the Pacific
Ocean. The Appalachians are lower than the Rockies because they are older
with average altitude of 800 meters above sea level. The Atlantic Seacoast and
Appalachian Mountains, covering a distance of 1 200 miles, begins from north
Maine and stretches to central Alabama, taking up one sixth of the national
territory. The Rockies, known as the “backbone of the continent”, include
several mountain ranges, such as the Sierra Nevada ranges, the Cascade
ranges, the Rocky Mountains and the Coast ranges. The whole area of this part
holds one third of the country’ s territory on the continent. Between the
Appalachians and the Rockies lies the Mississippi River Basin which occupies
one second of America’ s territory, extending from Canada in the north to the
Gulf of Mexico in the south.

The United States is mainly situated in the northemn temperate zone. But
owing to its large size and varied landforms, the climate in the US varies from
warm wet conditions of the Appalachian Mountains to the warm, wet conditicns
of some of the western states; it ranges from almost winterless climates in
Southem Arizona and Southem Florida to long, very cold winters in Alaska. A
humid continental climate is found in the north-eastern part of the country (New
England) . The weather is hot in summer and cold in winter in that region with
plenty of rainfall and snow. The south-eastern United States enjoys a humid
subtropical climate. The summers are usually hot and winters mild. The
southem part of the Florida peninsula is favored with tropical humid weather.
There is no winter here and Miami Beach attracts over a million tourists every
year. Semi-arid and arid conditions prevail in the inland plateaus including
much of the area between the Cascade-Sierra Nevada ranges, the Rockies, and
parts of Nevada, Utsh, Arizona, New Mexico, southeastern California and
southwestern Texas. Normally, the weather in those regions is dry and the
annual rainfall is less than 500 millimeters.

The United States is rich in natural resources. It abounds in coal,

. 2 .



petroleum, natural gases, iron ore, copper, lead, zinc, phosphates,
aluminium, silver and gold. Most of America’s oil reserve is found along the
coast of the Gulf of Mexico, in the northern part of Texas, the northwestem part
of Louisiana, Kansas, Oklahoma and the southemn part of Arkansas. America
has a large deposit of iron ore, estimated at more than 80 million tons of iron
ore a year. Most of it is mined in the Appalachians and the Great Lakes region
of Minnesota and Michigan. One fourth of the country’s territory is covered with
forests scattering over the Rockies, the Cascade Range, the Nevada Mountains,
the Appalachians and the Peninsula of Florida and Alaska. The country also has
a potential source of hydroelectric power mainly coming from the Columbia
River, the Colorado River, the Ohio River, the St. Lawrence River and the
Great Lakes.

Focus: the Appalachian; the Rockies; the Great Lakes; the Mississippi River;

New England; immigrants; Pilgrim Fathers; American climate
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Exercises

I . Choose the correct answer.

1. The total area of America is about million square kilometers,
which makes it the largest country in the world.
A.9.4. . third B. 9.4.. .fourth
C. 9.6...thid D. 9.6.. .fourth

2. To the west of mainland America lies the .

A. Adantic Ocean B. Pacific Ocean
C. Indian Ocean D. Arctic Ocean

3. The river that serves as the dividing line between the South and the North of
the United States is .
A. the Columbia River B. the Potomac River

C. the Ohio River D. the Colorado River
4. The national flag of the United States is known as

A. the Star-Spangled Banner B. Uncle Sam

C. Hot Dog D. Union Jack

5. The term “Father of Waters” is used to refer to .
A. the Amazon River B. the Mississippi River
c 4 .



C. the Nile River D. the Hudson River
6. The largest freshwater lake in the world is

A. Lake Superior B. Lake Erie
C. Lake Ontario - D. Lake Michigan
7. The Niagara Falls is located on the US and Canadian boundary between Lake
and Lake
A. Superior. . . Huron B. Michigan. .. Huron
C. Huron. . .Erie D. Ere. .. Ontario

8. Which of the following is NOT United States’ primary suppliers of foreign
oil?

A. Saudi Arabia B. Venezuela
C. Israel D. Canada
9. The largest seaport of the United States is .
A. San Diego B. San Francisco
C. Chicago D. New York
10. New York City is made up of boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, etc.
A. three B. four
C. five D. six

11. Which of these examples show the American flag in chronological order?

N = 1-1-

=171

R EEE

12. has the largest land area of all the states, and has
the smallest land area.
A. Alaska; Hawaii B. Alaska; Rhode Island
C. Texas; Hawaii D. Texas; Rhode Island

13. is the largest and busiest port on the Great Lakes and the largest
- . § o



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

industrial and commercial centre of the Midwest.

A. Chicago : B. Detroit

C. St. Louis D. Cleveland

The high, sharp and rugged Rocky Mountains to the east of the Pacific
Ocean are called

A. the “Father of Mountains” B. “the backbone of the continent”

C. the “Bam of America” D. the “King of Mountains”
The most important and largest river in the United States is

A. the Ohio River B. the Colorado River

C. the Missouri River D. the Mississippi River

What forms a natural boundary between Mexico and the United States?
A. The Rio Grande River.

B. The southern Rocky Mountains.

C. The Colorado River.

D. The Gulf of Califomnia.

The major Hispanic groups in the United States are

A. the Mexicans and Haitians

B. the Puerto Ricans and Cubans

C. the Mexicans and the Puerto Ricans

D. the Mexicans and the Spanish

Occasionally people use the Pentagon, a large building with five sides and
five angles, to represent

A. the US Congress

B. the US Federal Bureau of Investigation

C. the US Department of Defense

D. the US Press

In the United States, is a leading commercial crop in the South.
A. cotton B. tobacco

C. peanut D. apple

The community college embodies belief that an education should

be practical as well as liberal .

« 6



21.

22.

23.

I.

A. George Washington’s B. Thomas Jefferson’

C. Abraham Lincoln’s D. Franklin Roosevelt’s

The functions of institutions of higher education in the US are

A. research and teaching

B. teaching and degree awarding

C. professional training, teaching and public service

D. teaching, research and public service

A trend that occurs at the same time with the movement to the South and
the West of the United States is

A. the flow of people to sunbelt area

B. the flow of people from small cities to big cities

C. the growth of small towns

D. the outflow of city residents from the core cities to the suburbs
The United States is .

A. the most populous country in the world

B. the second most populous country in the world

C. the third most populous country in the world

D. the fourth most populous country in the world

Decide whether the following statements are true[ T] or false[ F].

1. The United States Immigration and Naturalization Service is empowered

to grant citizenship to legal immigrants who have been residence in
America for over four years.

2. The so-called “green card” is a permanent residence permit. The

holder is an American citizen.

3. In 1607, Britain planted its first colony, Jamestown, in what is now

Virginia.

4. Boston has been called the “Cradle of American Liberty” .
5. People often use the Pentagon to represent the US Department of

Defense.

6. Those who came to the US in the 1840’ s and 1850’ s were largely Irish
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