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for Classroom Discussion

(© Why Mom Gets Roses, and Dad a Collect Call

Americans celebrate both Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. However, the

gifts fathers and mothers receive from their children on these two occasions are

different. The article explores what is behind the difference .

Let’s face it: there’s something about a silk tie that
strangles sentiment.

Whereas May overflows with tender tokens for mom—
measured by the 150 million greeting cards and the wire-
jamming long-distance telephone calls—dear old dad gener-
ally will make do with much less this Sunday. As many dads
know, Father’s Day is the No. 1 day for collect call—and

for proudly modeling a new glow-in-the-dark football tie.
Even if dads don’t mind, the Father’s Day/Mother’s
Day discrepancy nonetheless speaks to society’s views on
parenthood and fathers’ role in raising children. “The ‘gag
gifts’ associated with Father’s Day reflect the profound am-
bivalence that our culture feels about emotional connections

y

to fathers,” says Scott Coltrane, a sociologist at the Uni-

versity of California at Riverside.

Glenn Bridges of Wellford, S.C., has a sentimental
side, but he acknowledges he isn't completely comfortable
showing it on Father’s Day. Growing up, he saw his dad as
a more distant, almost heroic figure.

As an adult, he says, “I've seen a more affectionate.
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