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Welcome to the Eighth Edition!

Because education is one of the critical components in society, the quality of education is
the subject of much debate. This debate is often passionate and complex. Therefore, as we
enter the 21st century, education is in an age of reform. Every aspect of education from the
preparation of teachers to the quality of preschool is the focus of reform. These reform pro-
posals have the potential to dramatically change education as we know it. However,
change can be positive or it can be negative. Therefore, education today poses many chal-
lenges and opportunities. One thing is certain—the status quo is not acceptable.

The responsibilities of those involved in education include evaluating proposals
for change and making sure that the interests of students are upheld. The nation needs
quality teachers who have a clear grasp of basic issues—motivating us to write the eighth
edition of Teaching Today.

We have had exciting and productive careers in education and we have found
teaching to be an exciting and rewarding profession. We hope to encourage the best
and the brightest of our nation to accept the challenge to be teachers. However, to
enter the teaching field as a challenging responsible individual, pre-service teachers
must understand that there are thorns that go with the roses. There are challenges to
being a teacher. Perhaps that is what makes the successes so sweet. Therefore, in Teaching
Today we have tried to provide a strong dose of reality. We want individuals to realize
that there are many conflicting points of view. There is not a national consensus about
the goals of education or how they should be accomplished. Although we recognize that
there might be some who find this conflict and the prospect of profound change discon-
certing, we believe that many are invigorated by this prospect, and realize that they can
play an important role in shaping the lives of students and the future of society.

In preparing the eighth edition, we have emphasized topics that are relevant to the
world you will enter as an educator. In addition to basic information about these topics, we
have attempted to give alternative perspectives on these issues so that you can better
analyze, reflect, and decide. You can go beyond the text to pursue these topics on the
MyEducationLab site (www.myeducationlab.com) and at other locations on the World
Wide Web.

This text provides opportunities for you to reflect on issues and develop your personal per-
spectives. We have also included opportunities for you to develop an Initial Development
Portfolio that will help you record your growth toward becoming a professional educator.

Organization of This Text

Both undergraduate and graduate students have used earlier editions of Teaching Today as
they seek to develop a broad understanding of the complex world of education. This edi-
tion organizes content under three major headings, as listed and described below.

Part 1 The Changing Profession. If there is one constant in contemporary education,
it is change. There are many proposals for change from various different sectors. Chapter 1
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focuses on the changing nature of education and those forces that influence the change.
Chapter 2 emphasizes the process of becoming a professional educator and the possible roles
that educators play. Chapter 3 discusses specific proposals for reforming schools.

Part 2 Working with Students. Chapter 4 presents information on selected
characteristics of students and patterns of development that influence student learning.
Chapter 5 focuses on the great diversity of students found in contemporary classrooms.
This diversity includes cultural diversity, students with exceptionalities, and students who
are gifted and talented. Chapter 6 discusses what is taught and how it is taught. The basic
topics are curriculum and instruction. Chapter 7 emphasizes assessment. In an age of
accountability, it is important for teachers to know how data is gathered and whether
students have learned.

Part 3 Forces Shaping Educational Policies and Practices. This is the most
extensive section. [t discusses a number of forces. Chapter 8 focuses on the history of
education so that teachers can understand how educational practices and policies were
developed. It is important to note that we define history as not just one story, but as a number
of stories. Specifically, we present a story of Native American education and a story of
African American education. Chapter 9 discusses the role of school in society and different
perspectives through which education can be viewed. Chapter 10 focuses on specific
educational philosophies and how they influence educational policy and practice. Chapter 11
emphasizes how the role of technology is changing education. Chapter 12 presents legal
issues relating to the rights and responsibilities of teachers and students. Finally, Chapter 13
discusses the critical dimension of who governs education and how education is financed.

New to This Edition

New, Revised, and Reorganized Chapters.

* New Chapter 13 Who Controls and Finances Education? focuses on two critical com-
ponents of education: governance and finance.

* The previous chapter on Social and Philosophical Perspectives has been divided
into two chapters for a more comprehensive resource:

* New Chapter 9 What Is the Role of School in Society? and

® New Chapter 10 How Do Philosophical Perspectives Influence Education?. The pre-
vious chapters on diversity and exceptional learners has been revised and com-
bined into

* Chapter 5 How Has Diversity Changed?, to offer students one strong, streamlined and
updated chapter.

* Chapter 6 What is Taught and How Is It Taught? has been revised, updated, and com-
bined with the previous chapters on curriculum and the instruction, to offer a concise
resource for today’s learners.



“A Day in the Life . . .” attempts to cap-
ture some of the rewards and challenges that
teachers face. This feature asks the reader to
consider the values of successful teachers.
Readers then examine a “Disposition
Check” section that provides an understand-
ing of the teacher’s disposition and offers
questions for the reader to reflect on. The
scenarios are based on the stories of real

A DAY IN THE LIFE .

Part]  The Changing Profession

will be observed and d and have beyond the diate situa-
uon. For example, if you display great anger when a learner makes a mistake in class, you
may find class members increasingly fearful of volunteering responses to your questions.
On the other hand, if you are willing to experiment and share your errors, your classroom
will become a safe place where your students will become scientific risk-takers (Phelps,
2006). If you teach in a middle school or high school, behaviors you have displayed in
one class quickly become known and affect your relationships with other classes you
teach.

History

The interaction you have with class members aver a term or an entire year develops a class
history. A class history is a kind of culture that is unique to each class of students and
results from an ongoing record of interaction between the teacher and students. The man-
ner in which you relate to leamers, plan i ion, and react to dictable events
creates this history.

Differences in particular class histories explain why apparently similar behaviors by
different reachers do not always produce similar results. For example, you might find that
a quiet word may stop inappropriate behavior, but another teacher using this approach can
find that it fails to correct the situation. As you think abour developing your own teach-
ing style, you will not find it productive to simply mimic another teacher's behavior. Your
class members will have a history that may vary considerably from the history of learners
of the teacher you are trying o emulate. As a result, your leamners will have a different
interpretation of your actions.

CoPING WITH SELECTED CHANGES

Education is a part of society. not separate from society. As society changes, education must
also change. Just a few years ago personal computers, the World Wide Web, cell phones.
and satellite television did not exist. Now, we find it hard to imagine life without them.
These technological innovations have an impact on educational practices. There have
been changes in th ition of the stud lation. Increased mobility means that
schools in every part of the nation are likely to have a diverse student population. The
underlying values and beliefs of students are likely 10 be quite different than those of
students just a few decades ago. U put is often slow to change and adapt
o new realities. As a future teacher, you need to realize that education must change to
accommodate new realities. Over time, the role of the teacher may significantly change.
You need 10 be aware of some of the changes that are taking place in education and
consider how they may impact teaching and learning. For instance, see this chapter's Video
Viewpoint feature 10 see how cell phones impact teaching and learning today.

Preface 5

. . Looking Beyond Teslt Scores

ko

“What Do You Think?” key questions in
each chapter provide reflection opportunities
that prompt readers to consider their
viewpoint based on their chapter reading.
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Focus Features

ABC News and Video Viewpoints. Videos
bring to life current and controversial
education issues discussed throughout the
text. Here you can answer questions, apply
your responses to your professional
philosophy, or engage in group discussion.

Critical Incidents. Located in several chapters, this issues-
oriented feature presents readers with opportunities to engage
in higher-level thinking as they reflect on situations faced by

Teaching to the Test

Maria is a first-year teacher. She wants to develop lessons that interest and motivate
today’s teachers. { 4| her students. Recently, her principal visited her classroom for an observation. Fol-

lowing the lesson, the principal said, “You had an interesting lesson and everybody

in your class was engaged. However, you need to remember that test scores are very
| important here. Our parents expect us to post high test scores and we cannot afford
. to let them slip. We expect that all of the students in your classroom will do well

on the test. If I were a parent and asked you how today's lesson ties to the testing

program, what would you say?”

1. What are your reactions to the principal’s comments?

2. Should teachers be teaching to the test?

3. Is there an inconsistency between having interesting lessons and meeting standards?

4. How would you respond?

Web Extensions. To deepen their understanding of chapter content,
these features include useful, quality Websites and their description

Consor;ium for Policy Research in Education

(GBEEL oo errrsmrmarsnt st sansas s that prompt readers to learn more about topics by visiting the sites,
The Consortium for Policy Research in Education (CPRE) is a searching the content, and finding supplementary information on
group that links policy researchers from the University of h

Pennsylvania, Harvard University, Stanford University, the Chapter content.

University of Michigan, and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. At this site, you will find a link labeled
“publications.” If you click on this link, you will be taken to an
extensive list of reports and articles, many of which deal with
issues related to systemic reform. Systemic reform requires the
efforts of all school members (Moss & Faison, 2006).

http:/fwww.cpre.org/
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MyEducationLab

Your Class. Your Career. Everyone’s Future.

“Teacher educators who are developing pedagogies for the analysis of teaching and
learning contend that analyzing teaching artifacts has three advantages: it enables new
teachers time for reflection while still using the real materials of practice; it provides new
teachers with experience thinking about and approaching the complexity of the classroom;
and in some cases, it can help new teachers and teacher educators develop a shared
understanding and common language about teaching. . . .”!

As Linda Darling-Hammond and her colleagues point out, grounding teacher educa-
tion in real classrooms—among real teachers and students and among actual examples of
students’ and teachers’ work—is an important, and perhaps even an essential, part of
training teachers for the complexities of teaching today’s students in today’s class-
rooms. For a number of years, we have heard the same message from many of you as we sat
in your offices learning about the goals of your courses and the challenges you face in
teaching the next generation of educators. Working with a number of our authors and
with many of you, we have created a website that provides you and your students with the
context of real classrooms and artifacts that research on teacher education tells us is so
important. Through authentic in-class video footage, interactive simulations, rich case
studies, examples of authentic teacher and student work, and more, MyEducationLab
offers you and your students a uniquely valuable teacher education tool.
MyEducationLab is easy to use! Wherever

the MyEducationLab logo appears in the margins or elsewhere in the text, you and your
students can follow the simple link instructions to access the MyEducationLab resource
that corresponds with the chapter content. These include:

Video: Authentic classroom videos show how real teachers handle actual classroom situations.

Homework & Exercises: These assignable activities give students opportunities to
understand content more deeply and to practice applying content.

Case Studies: A diverse set of robust cases drawn from some of our best-selling books further
expose students to the realities of teaching and offer valuable perspectives on common issues
and challenges in education.

Simulations: Created by the IRIS Center at Vanderbilt University, these interactive sim-
ulations give hands-on practice at adapting instruction for a full spectrum of learners.

Student & Teacher Artifacts: Authentic student and teacher classroom artifacts are tied
to course topics and offer practice in working with the actual types of materials encoun-
tered every day by teachers.

Readings: Specially selected, topically relevant articles from ASCD’s renowned
Educational Leadership journal expand and enrich students’ perspectives on key
issues and topics.

Other Resources:

Lesson & Portfolio Builders: With this effective and easy-to-use tool, you can create, up-
date, and share standards-based lesson plans and portfolios.

1. Darling-Hammond, 1, & Bransford, ], Eds. (2005). Preparing Teachers for a Changing  World.
San Francisco: John Wiley & Sons.
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News Articles: Looking for current issues in education? Our collection offers quick access
to hundreds of relevant articles from the New York Times Educational News Feed.

MyEducationLab is easy to assign, which is essential to providing the greatest benefit
to your student. Visit www.myeducationlab.com for a demonstration of this exciting new
online teaching resource.

Instructor Support

Supplements to the text are available to the instructors who adopt this text. Those
supplements include:

* Instructor’s Manual/Media Guide and Test Bank provides chapter-by-chapter
instructional and media resources, available on the Instructor Resource Center.

¢ PowerPoint slides are available on the Instructor Resource Center.

¢ Computerized Test Bank questions give instructors access to multiple choice, short
answer, and essay questions for each chapter. These questions are available on the
Instructor Resource Center.

* Instructor Resource Center
Instructor supplements can be accessed at our Instructor Resource Center located at
http:/fwww. pearsonhighered.com. The Instructor Resource Center opens the door to a
variety of print and media resources in downloadable, digital format. Resources
available for instructors include:
¢ Instructor Manual/Media Guide and Test Bank,
* Computerized Test Bank, and
® PowerPoint slides.
Your one-time registration, available under the Instructor Support tab opens the
door to Pearson's premium digital resources. You will not have additional forms to
fill out or multiple usernames and passwords to remember to access new titles and/or
editions. Register today and maximize your time at every stage of course preparation.

For instructors who have adopted this text and need additional registration help,
please contact your sales representative or call Faculty Services at 1-800-526-0485. We
look forward to hearing from you.
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