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SHORT CONVERSATIONS

This warm-up exercise helps students to understand the basic conversation. The aim is to
lay a good foundation for the passage comprehension in Part B, and to prepare the stu-
dents to improve their ability to analyze, sum up and infer what they are listening to.

L

1. While listening, ask students to concentrate on understanding the implied meaning
and the tone of the speakers. ‘ :

2. Ask students to answer the questions based on what they infer from the conversation.

3. Check the answers.

Listen to the tape carefully and choose the right answer to each question you have heard.

1. W: Could you mail these letters for me, please?
M: More letters? Your friends are going to be very happy to hear from you.
Q: What does the man imply about the woman?
a. She doesn’t like to write letters.
b. She is happy to be here with her friends.
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c. She likes to mail her letters herself.

d. She’s written a lot of letters recently.

Does Professor Ford always come to class?

Is ice cold?

What do you learn about Professor Ford?

a. She teaches high school.

b. She wants more ice in her glass.

€ She never misses class.

d. She thinks cold weather is nice.

Would you have some time this week to go over these questions with me?
How does tomorrow sound?

What does the man mean?

a. The woman should ask someone else for help.

b. He wonders if the woman hears a noise.

¢. They can work together the next day.

d. He didn’t hear her question.

Hey? John! John!

Save your breath. He’s out of earshot.

What is true about John, according to the woman?
a. John is too far away to hear.

b. John is out of money.

c. John hasn’t left yet.

d. John doesn’t hear well.

You only have water to serve your guests?

This isn’t just water. This is imported mineral water.
What is the implication of the woman?

a. The guests aren’t thirsty.

b. Water isn’t appropriate for guests.

c. The guests don’t want to be served water.

d. There isn’t enough water.

Could I borrow a twenty to tide me over till payday next Tuesday?
You’re in luck. I just cashed a check.

What will the woman probably do next?

#. Lend the man some money.

b. Take the man to the bank.

c. Ask the man when he’ll be paid.

d. Ask the man to write her a check.

Jean, didn’t you get my messages? I left two on your answering machine.
Hmm? Oh, sorry, Tom. I’ve been meaning to get back in touch with you. It just slipped my
mind.

Why didn’t the woman return the man’s calls?

TN
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a. She forgot to call him.

b. Her telephone is broken.

c. She didn’t get the man’s messages.

d. She couldn’t remember the man’s phone number.

I’'m sorry, sir, but you’re allowed only one piece of luggage on the plane. You’ll have to
check in one of your suitcases at the package counter.

Actually, one of these belongs to the woman up ahead. I'm just giving her a hand.

Why is the man carrying an extra suitcase?

a. He received permission to carry an extra bag.

b. He doesn’t know he is allowed to carry only one with him on the plane.

¢. The extra suitcase he is carrying belongs to someone else.

d. He has too much stuff.

We need to drive to the city tonight, but the doctor said this medicine might make me
drowsy.

In that case, I'd better drive.

What does the man think the woman should do?

a. Travel into the city another day.

b. Pick up her medicine before they leave.

¢ Avoid driving after taking her medicine.

d. Wait to take her medicine until after their trip.

Look at all the pollution going into the air from those factories. Do you think they’ll ever get
under control?

With the new laws and social awareness, we’ll turn things around.

What does the woman predict will happen?

a. The air will be cleaner if they go to a different city.

b. It’ll soon be too late to control the pollution.

c. Society will not pay attention to the new laws.

d. The situation will improve with the new changes.

Aren’t you cold? Why aren’t you wearing a jacket?

I overslept this morning, so I ran out of the house without listening to the forecast.

Why isn’t the man wearing a jacket?

a. He didn’t have time to look for his jacket.

b. He didn’t like its style.

¢. He didn’t know it would be cold.

d. He forgot to bring his jacket.

Prof. Jones, last night when I was putting the finishing touches on my paper that electrical
storm completely wiped out my computer files. Do you think I could have another day to
retype it?

I'm sorry, Steven. I’m leaving for a conference tomorrow, and I'll be away for two weeks.
I suppose you could send it to me there.

What will the professor probably allow the student to do?
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a. Attend a conference with her.

b. Mail her the paper after the deadline.

c. Submit a handwritten draft of the paper.

d. Complete the course without submitting the paper.

Do you know if Mary has come by the office this morning?
I just got here myself, so I’'m not the one to ask.

PL=

What does the woman want to know?

a. She wants to know who saw Mary this morning.

b. She wants to know when the man got to the office.

¢. She wants to know if Mary has come by this morning.

d. She wants to know which person in the office needed help.

I really enjoyed that TV special about wealth last night. Did you get home in time to see it?
Well, yes. But I wish I could have stayed awake long enough to see the whole thing.
What does the woman mean?

R EX

a. She fell asleep before the program ended.

b. She especially enjoyed the end of the program.

c. She missed the beginning of the program.

d. She wishes she had gone to sleep earlier.

Take two of these pills three times a day and you shouldn’t take them on an empty stomach.
What if I don’t have an appetite?

What can be inferred about the man?

a. He doesn’t like to take pills.

b. He may not be able to wake up.

S

c. He may feel better soon.
d. He may want to take the pills without food.

RESOURCES AND ENERGY

Purpose

For the first two passages: to train students to understand the passage as a whole and get
specific information about it through listening.
For the third passage: to train students to summarize the listening material.
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For the first two passages:

1. Listen to the passage once and do the first exercise. Ask students to focus on
understanding the passage as a whole.

2. Listen to the passage again and do the second exercise. Ask students to grasp specific
information of the passage.

For the third passage:

Listen to the passage twice and ask students to summarize the listening material as required

with the help of the words and phrases given.

Population and Resources

Tapeseript

The population of the world has been increasing faster and faster. In 10,000 B.C., there
were probably 10 million people. In A.D. 1, there were 300 million. It took 1750 years for the
population to reach 625 million, a little more than double the A.D. 1 figure. In 1990, there were
5.3 billion people. By the year 2000, the world’s population was over 6 billion, and by 2050, it
is expected to reach 10 billion.

Does the earth have enough natural resources to support this many people? Different
scientists give different answers to this question. Some say that there are enough resources to
support more than 6 billion people. However, the richest countries, with a small percentage of
the world’s population, use most of the resources. If these resources could be distributed more
equally around the world, there would be enough for everyone.

Other scientists say that we must limit population growth because our resources are limited.
Only 10 percent of the earth’s land can be used for farming and another 20 percent for raising
animals. Itis possible to increase the amount of farmland, but only a little. Some land in developing
countries could be more productive if people started using modern farming methods, but this
would not increase worldwide production by much.

We all know that there is a limited amount of petroleum. There are also limits to the amounts
of metals. There is a limit to the amount of water we can use since most of the earth’s water is
salt water, and most of the fresh water is frozen at the North and South Poles.

It is difficult to say how many people the earth can support, but it will help everyone if we
can limit population growth before serious shortages develop. The problem is how to do it.

Exercises
i. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each question you have heard.

1. Between 1990 and 2000, what changes did the world population have?
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a. It had more than doubled.
b. It had more than tripled.
c. It had less than doubled.
d. It had increased by almost a billion.
2. According to some scientists, which of the following is true?
a. The world’s natural resources are adequate and evenly distributed.
b. The world’s natural resources are adequate but not evenly distributed.
c. The world’s natural resources are neither adequate nor evenly distributed.
d. The world’s natural resources are not adequate but evenly distributed.
3. Why can’t most of the earth’s water be used?
a. There is too little to supply such a large population.
b. It’s mostly salt or frozen at the North and South Poles.
-~c. It’s mostly polluted.
d. The water supply is decreasing.
4. In developing countries, what does the use of modern farming methods result in?
a. It can greatly increase worldwide production.
h. It can slightly increase worldwide production.
c¢. It can hardly increase worldwide production.
d. It can slightly decrease worldwide production.
5. According to the author, what can you infer from the passage?
a. Limiting population growth will help to reserve natural resources.
b. The problem of overpopulation cannot be solved.
c. Limiting population growth will help to produce natural resources.
d. Limiting population growth cannot solve the shortage of natural resources.

ii. Listen to the passage again and give a short answer to each of the following questions.

1. How many people were there in 10,000 B.C.?
There were probably 10 million people.

2. What is the world’s population expected to be by 2050?
It is expected to be 10 billion.

3. Under what circumstances would there be enough resources for everyone?

If the resources could be distributed more equally around the world, there would be enough for

everyone.
4. What percentage of the earth’s land can be used for farming?

Only 10 percent.
5. According to the passage, what is the most important problem to be solved?

1t is how to limit population growth.
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Passage 11

The Middle East’s Water Resource Crisis
Tapersoript

Fresh water, life itself, has never come easy in the Middle East. Ever since the Old Testament
when God punished man with 40 days and 40 nights of rain, water supplies here have been
dwindling. The rainfall only comes in winter and drains quickly through the semiarid land, leaving
the soil to bake and to thirst for next November.

The region’s accelerating population growth, expanding agriculture, industrialization, and
higher living standards demand more fresh water. Drought and pollution limit its availability. War
and mismanagement squander it. Nations like Israel and Jordan are swiftly sliding into that zone
where they are using all the water resources available to them. They have only I5 to 20 years left
before their agriculture, and ultimately their food security, is threatened.

Even amid the scarcity there are “haves” and “have-nots”. Compared with the United States,
which has a freshwater potential of 10,000 cubic meters a year for each citizen, Iraq has 5,500,
Turkey has 4,000, and Syria has little more than 2,800. Egypt’s potential is only 1,100, Israel has
460, and Jordan has less than 260. But these are not firm figures, because upstream use of
river water can dramatically alter the potential downstream.

Scarcity is only one element of the Middle East’s water crisis. Inefficiency is another, as is
the reluctance of some water-poor nations to change priorities from agriculture to iess water-
intensive enterprises. Some experts suggest that if these nations would share both water
technology and resources, they could satisfy the region’s population, currently 159 million. But
in this patchwork of ethnic and religious rivalries, the water crisis is not a clear-cut issue. It is
entangled in the politics that keep people from trusting and seeking help from one another. Here
where water, like truth, is precious, each nation tends to find its own water and supply its own
truth.

Exercises
i. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each question you have heard.

1. When does the rainfall come in the Middle East?
a. In spring. b. In summer.
¢. In winter. d. In autumn.
2. What is the cause of the water crisis in the region?

a. Lack of water resources. b. Lack of rainfall.
c. Inefficient use of water. d. All of the above.
3. How many years are left for Israel and Jordan before their agriculture is threatened?
a. 5to 10 years. b. 10to 15 years.
¢. 15 to 20 years. d. 20 to 25 years.
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