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In 1890, Frederick Law Olmsted, then nearly
sixty-eight years old, had risen to the pinnacle
of his career. Together with his partners, step-
son John Charles Olmsted and protégé Henry
Sargent Codman, he was involved in a number
of major ongoing projects, including the Bos-
ton, Buffalo, and Rochester park systems, the
campus plan for Stanford University, and nu-
merous private estates. In July, he reported that
the firm had “twenty works of considerable im-
portance” underway, including nine large parks
and six estates that he believed were “matters
of public interest.” Before the summer ended,
the firm’'s commitments expanded dramatically
when Olmsted and his partners were appointed
landscape architects for the World’s Columbian
Exposition in Chicago. As commissions for new
park systems, residential communities, grounds
for educational institutions, and private homes
increased, Olmsted feared that their commit-
ments would exceed the partners’ ability to do
their best work.

Despite these fears, Olmsted’s work in the fi-
nal six years of his professional career only en-
hanced his considerable reputation, as the ninth
and final volume of The Papers of Frederick Law
Olmsted makes clear. With its impressive wa-
terways, monumental buildings, and verdant is-
lands and shores, the Chicago fair proved to be
one of the firm’s crowning achievements. The
early 1890s also saw the culmination of Olm-
sted’s wide-ranging work on one of his other great
projects: the design of the grounds of George W.
Vanderbilt's massive estate, Biltmore, near
Asheville, North Carolina. In planning the es-
tate’s thousands of acres, Olmsted outlined new
approaches to landscape design, promoted the
creation of the first scientific forestry operation
in the United States, designed a model residen-
tial subdivision, and proposed an arboretum
that would have been the most ambitious in the
nation.
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