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PREFACE

A most beneficial trend has been established in rehabilita-
tion. It is the trend toward providing required rehabilitation
services to the disabled in their local communities. This trend
is beneficial because it enhances the commitment the commu-
nity has for the rehabilitation of their handicapped persons.
Additionally, rehabilitation is more effective if it occurs in the
general area in which the client will function vocationally. This
obviously is because professional rehabilitation practitioners
are more thoroughly aware of the social, cultural, vocational,
educational, and economic nuances and idiosyncrosies of a
community or geographical area. Thereby the client is pro-
vided rehabilitation services with a much higher degree of
specificity than if the rehabilitation services are provided in
a comprehensive center in a centralized location in the state
or if they are provided outside the state.

The purpose of this book is to provide assistance to adminis-
trators and communities confronted with the considerations
of developing or expanding a rehabilitation facility. Also we
feel it will serve as a text for training rehabilitation facility
administrators.

We have selected what we feel are key areas of considera-
tion in developing a community rehabilitation facility. There
are many other areas which could have been included but to
include them would defeat our purpose of highlighting those
concerns most pertinent for consideration in developing a via-
ble professionally oriented community resource for hand-
icapped persons.

We are deeply indebted to many outstanding professionals
—including the contributors to this book, our colleagues and
others. We would like to acknowledge a few who have con-
tributed both directly and indirectly not only to this text but
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Autry, Bob Blase, William Corley, Walt Devins, Tom Fleming
and Leon Mennach. Also, we would like to acknowledge our
indebtedness to Jean Martin, Joanie Mitchell, Dorothy Powell
and Libby Wingfield for their assistance all along the way in
developing this text.

John G. Cull
Stuarts Draft, Virginia Richard E. Hardy
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