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Lesson ONE

College Life

PART A Getting Started: Short Conversations

Directions: In this part, you will hear 15 short conversations between two people. After

each conversation, you'll hear a question about what has been said. The conversations and

the questions will not be repeated. Listen carefully and decide which of the four choices is

the best answer to each question you've heard.

L W
M:
Q

2. W:
M.
Q:

3. W
M:
Q:

Do you want to go on a trip with us to Florida this spring? It will cost about 300
dollars a person.

Three hundred dollars? Do you think I just inherited a fortune?

What can be inferred about the man?

a. He makes a lot of money.

b. He has just been left some money.

¢. He doesn’t believe three hundred dollars is enough.

# He can’t afford to spend that much.

. My watch stopped again, and I just got a new battery.
. Why don’t you take it to Smith’s Jewelry? They can check it for you. And they are

pretty reasonable.

What does the man mean?

a. He knows what is wrong with the watch.

b. The woman doesn’t need to buy another battery.

¢. The woman should get a new watch.

@ The jewelry store can probably repair the woman'’s watch,
We're going to change our meeting from Monday to Tuesday.
1t’s all the same to me.

What does the man mean?

a. He has another meeting to attend on that day.
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B. He’s available either day.

c. He can’t attend a two-day conference,

d. Not everybody will go to the same meeting.

We planned to go to the beach after class. Want to come?

: I'd love to. But Professor Jones wants to speak with me.

What will the woman probably do?

a. Go to the beach with her friends.

b. Postpone her meeting with Professor Jones.
B See Professor Jones after class.

d. Give a speech in Professor Jones’s class.

. Janet sounds worried about her grades.

But she’s getting As and Bs, isn’t she?

What does the man imply about Janet?

a. She isn’t a very good student.

b. She hasn’t gotten her grades yet.

B She shouldn’t worry about her grades.

d. She doesn’t like to talk about grades.

I'm really having trouble with this calculus course. If I can’t start doing better
soon, I’m going to have to drop it.

: Why don’t you get some help from the graduate assistant? That’s what he is there

for.

What does the woman suggest the man do?

a. Spend more time working on calculus problems,
b. Talk to an advisor about dropping the course,
c. Work on the assignment with a classmate.

B Ask the graduate assistant for help.

: Hey, don’t forget to drop that book at the library on your way home.

Oh, thanks for reminding me. I'm on my way.

What will the man probably do next?

a. Go home to get a book.

B Return a book to the library.

c. Pick up a book at the library for the woman.
d. Ask the librarian for help in finding a book.

: I sure wish I had a metric meter with me. I need the measurements in millimeters

not in inches, and I'm tired of converting.

. Would it make things go faster if you borrowed mine?
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What does the man imply?

& The woman could use his metric ruler.

b. He'll finish taking the measurements for the woman,

c. The woman’s ruler is better than his.

d. He’s faster at making the conversions than the woman.

Good news. I'm not going to need surgery after all. The doctor says I can start

working out again soon, and maybe play soccer again in a few weeks.

. That’s terrific. It would be great if you could get back in shape in time for the

tournament,

What does the woman mean?

a. She wants the man to attend the tournament with her.

b. The tournament begins next week, '

¢. The man should check with his doctor again.,

B She hopes the man will be able to play in the tournament.

I already know what I want to take next semester, so why do I have to make an
appointment to see my advisor? All I need is a signature on my call sheet.

I'm afraid it doesn’t work that way. She has to talk with you to make sure
everything’s on the right track.

What does the woman mean?

a. The advisor has already approved the man’s class schedule,

B The man should make an appointment to see his advisor.

¢. The man should change his courses schedule.

d. The man should sign the document before leaving.

: Prof. Smith sure was acting strangely today.

I noticed that, too. She was talking so quietly and then not giving us any

homework. Can you believe that?
What can be inferred about Prof. Smith?
a. She didn’t teach class today.

b. She noticed that the students didn’t do their homework.

€ She usually assigns homework.
d. She usually talks quietly.
It’s been pouring for three days now. I begin to wonder if it’ll ever stop.

. And tomorrow was gonna be my day at the beach. But if it doesn’t clear up by

then, I'll just have to forget about that.
What does the woman imply?
a. It started to rain when she was at the beach.
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b. She’d like the man to go to the beach with her.
c. The forecast calls for more rain tomorrow.
# She won’t go to the beach tomorrow if it rains.
M. What a boring speaker! I could hardly keep from falling asleep.
W: Oh, I don’t know about that. In fact, it’s been a long time since I've heard anyone
as good.
Q: What does the woman mean?
She disagrees with the man.

She doesn’t enjoy long speeches.
c. She hadn’t known how long the speech would be,
d. She doesn’t have a strong opinion about the speaker.
W: Gee, Tom, I hear you are working as a house painter this summer. It’s got to be
awfully hard working up there on a ladder in the blazing sun all day.
Well, it’s hard, but I get to be outdoors and the pay is decent.
What does the man imply?
a. He makes more money than the woman.
. He's satisfied with his job.
c. He has trouble finding a job.
d. He doesn’t like working outdoors.
W DI've been working on this report all day and I've still got twelve papers to write, At
this rate, I'll never get it done by tomorrow.
M. Oh, that’s right. You weren't in class today, so you probably haven't heard the
deadline has been extended a week.
Q: What does the man imply?
a. He has already finished his report.
b. He hasn’t chosen a topic for his report.
The woman’s report is already long enough.
The woman will have time to finish her report.

IS

PART B Intensive Listening: College Life

Directions: In this part, you are going to hear three passages on the same topic. Before
listening to each passage, you should read wvocabulary and cultural notes. For each

passage, there will be two different exercises. Listen carefully and do the exercises as

required.
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Passage [: College Search
Tapescript

Student. Dear Professor, can you tell me what is the first thing that T should do to start my

college search? Thank you.

Professor: Finding the best college for you begins with you. With thousands of colleges and
universities out there, the best way to choose the one for you is by process of
elimination. First, ask yourself some very important questions:

e  What are you looking for in a school? Do you want to attend a large
university or a small private college? Or would you rather go to a junior
college or a technical college?

« Do you want to stay close to home? Or is it time for a change, a new city, a
new state?

«  What can you afford to spend on education? How much can your parents
afford to pay? Are you going to receive any scholarships? Are you willing to
take out a student loan if needed?

¢ What are you thinking about as a major? If you change your mind, will your
school of choice have a wide range of majors for you to choose from?

This list could go on and on but 1 hope you get the idea. Start looking at
those schools that have characteristics that are important to you! Once
you’ve narrowed the search, take advantage of college representatives who
visit your school by asking them questions and getting literature from them.
Finally, visit your top choices. Seeing the campus, its students and some of
its faculty should give you a good idea if it’s right for you. Hope this helps.
Good luck.

Student; Thanks a lot, professor,

Exercises with Key
I. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer (a, b, ¢, or d) to each question
you've heard.
1. According to the professor, if a student wants to find a best college, what is the first
thing he should do?
Ask himself some important questions.

Ask a good professor for help.
c. Ask his parents for help.
d. Ask his friends for help.
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2. What kind of college is NOT mentioned as one for a student to choose?

a, Large university,

B Large private university.
¢, Junior college,
d. Technical college.

3. How many ways are mentioned for a student to pay for tuition?

d. Five.
4. When it comes to the choice of majors, what kind of school should a student apply
to?

a. A school that has hot majors.

b. A school that has literature majors.
c. A school that has business majors.

d. A school that has a wide range of majors.

5. Which school of the following is the best choice for a student?
a. A school that has good college representatives.
B. A school that has characteristics that are important to him.
c. A school that has a beautiful campus.

d. A school that costs less.

II. Listen to the passage again and complete -the statements below.
1. Finding the best college for you begins with you.

2. With thousands of colleges and universities out there, the best way to choose the one

for you is by process of elimination.

3. Do you want to stay close to home? Or is it time for a change, a new city, a new
state?
4. Once you’ve narrowed the search, take advantage of college representatives who visit

your school by asking them questions and getting literature from them.
5. Finally, visit your top choices. Seeing the campus, its students and some of its
faculty should give you a good idea if it’s right for you.

Passage [[: Interviewing a College Student
Tapescript

Interviewer; What is the name of your college and where is it located?



Student ;

Interviewer:

Student ;

Interviewer .

Student .

Interviewer:

Student .

Interviewer;

Student .

Interviewer .

Student .

Interviewer;

Student .
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San Francisco State University, San Francisco, CA.

What’s your major?

Journalism.

So far, what's your favorite college memory?

It would have to be going to a weekend journalism conference with my
newspaper staff,

What do you like best about being a college student?

I like that I am in charge of my education. I am in school because I want to
get my degree (and not just because my parents want me to). I really don’t
want to grow up and get a job just yet, so being a college student is a time
that you can be semi-adult with new responsibilities, but you can still have
fun and be a kid.

What’s been the hardest thing to get used to?

The hardest thing would have to be finding ways to pay for college. 1 went
to a community college and was spoiled with the $ 11 a unit tuition, but
now I have to pay about a $1,000 a semester (which is actually really
cheap compared with other colleges). I'm worrying about how I'm
supposed to pay my student loans when I graduate.

How has college changed you?

During the first year of college, 1 was really quite a loner. I had a small
group of friends, but basically I spent most of my time with my boyfriend.
Now I've got a much larger circle of friends, and I've realized that you can’t
depend on just one person forever. I feel all empowered now.

What advice would you give students who are applying to college?

Don’t just look for the big name schools to apply to. There are some
smaller colleges that are just as good or possibly even better. And if you
don’t get into your dream college, don’t obsess over it.

Exercises with Key

I. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer (a, b, ¢, or d) to each question

you‘ve heard.
1. What is the favorite college memory of the student?

8 To go to a weekend journalism conference with her newspaper staff.

b. To go to a weekend party with her boyfriend.

c. To go to a weekend party with a large circle of friends.

d. To go back home and spend a weekend with her parents.
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