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Introduction to the Certificates in
English Language Skills

The Certificates in English Language Skills (CELS) has three levels —
Preliminary, Vantage and Higher. CELS Vantage is the same level as Cambridge
First Certificate, Council of Europe B2 (ALTE level 3).

CELS has four separate Tests: Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking at the
three levels. You can enter one, two, three or four Tests at one time. You can
also choose at which level you want to enter the Test(s). For example if your
listening is better than your speaking you can do a Vantage Test of Listening
and a Preliminary Test of Speaking. Check with your teacher which Tests you
should take at which levels. Remember: You can enter each Test at only one
level in each session.

Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking

Each CELS Test has a number of real tasks which candidates have to complete.
In the Test of Reading, you may read, for example, job advertisements, holiday
leaflets, newspaper or magazine articles. All these are real texts. They have not
been made simpler for language students. So they test that candidates can
understand basic information in English in real-life situations.

In the Test of Writing, you fill in forms, write letters, notes, postcards, notices,
etc.

In the Test of Listening you will hear short answerphone messages.
advertisements from the radio, extracts from radio interviews and recorded
stories. As in the Test of Reading, all these texts are real. Candidates have to
show that they understand the main points as English speakers do in real-life
situations.

In the Test of Speaking, two candidates are tested together. There are two
examiners. Each candidate talks with one examiner about their own experience,
for example what you like doing in your free time and why. The two candidates
also discuss another topic together. The subjects are topics of general interest,
such as sport, school, learning languages, clothes, class parties, etc.

Marking and results

There are two CELS sessions every year in May/June and November. The
Reading, Listening and Writing papers are sent back to Cambridge for marking.
The University of Cambridge examination board sends trained examiners to
centres in the UK and other countries to examine candidates in the Test of
Speaking.

Candidates receive their results about six weeks after taking the Tests. There
are two pass grades: Pass with merit and Pass, and two fail grades: Narrow fail
and Fail. Certificates will come about four weeks later.



Listening introduction

General

The CELS Test of Listening aims to test how well you can understand a variety
of real-life listening texts in English. There is a recorded voice which will
explain the context of the recording and tell you what to do.

Test format

At Vantage level the time allowed is about 35 minutes. This includes time for
you to read the questions.

There are between five and eight tasks in the Test with a total of 35 questions.
The Test is recorded and you will hear every task twice.

During the test you can write your answers on the question paper. At the end of

the Test you have seven minutes to copy your answers on to the answer sheet.
You must use a pencil for this.

Task types

The test is divided into three parts:

Part 1 has two or three short tasks. These are often answerphone messages or
recordings which give information. You have to write down dates, times, prices
étc:

Part 2 has one or two tasks which may be a little longer. They usually have one
or two voices. Yon have to write short notes or answer questions. Your answers
will usually be between one and three words.

Part 3 has two or three tasks. The questions are “closed’. That means you
answer multiple choice questions or True/False or Yes/No questions. You may
also have a number of pictures that you have to put in the right order. You
usually listen to short extracts from radio programmes or recorded
stories/readers. There are often two or more people speaking.

Marking

There are a total of 35 items and you will get one mark for each correct answer.
The results are expressed in four possible grades which indicate Pass with
merit. Pass, Narrow fail and Fail.
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LISTENING STRATEGY

TESTTIP 8

Information

What can you do to improve your listening skills in English?

Read the list of suggestions below and put them in order, from 1 (very good
idea) to 8 (not for me). Add any other suggestions of your own. Then discuss
your ideas with a partner.

Listen to the news on TV or the Internet.

Watch films and videos in English.

Join an English club and speak and listen as much as possible.

Get some cassettes of stories or plays in English.

Listen to an English-speaking radio station regularly.

Play some songs in English and write out the words.

Agree with some friends that you will speak only English at lunchtime on one
or more days a week.

Listen to your coursebook cassette at home several times.

The English you hear on the radio or TV or when native speakers talk together
may seem very fast. Try to relax and listen for the general idea. If you are
listening to a recording, listen again and try to collect some of the details. Listen
for a third or fourth time if you need to. Practise listening to different voices to
get accustomed to different ways of speaking.

CELS LISTENING

Part 1 of the CELS Test of Li ing ¢ ins short recordings with factual
information, dates, times, numbers, etc. Each recording is heard twice.

Look at Test practice task 1

1 What are you going to listen to?
2 What type of answers are you going to write?
3 Check your predictions with a partner.

Read the instructions carefully to see what the recording is about. Then try to
predict (guess) what each answer might be, for example, a name, a number, a
price, etc. This will help you prepare yourself better to hear the right answer
when it comes.



TEST PRACTICE TASK

LANGUAGE PRACTICE

on

oA

Listen and do Test practice task 1. Then check your answers

N

1 A writing competition

Listening

You heard an advertisement on the radio for a writing competition. You
made some notes but did not manage to write down all the information.

Listen to the advertisement on the radio and complete the notes below.

~ ~ e o ~ r

. Whiting competition

_BBC Broadcasting House
__Portland Place
@)
E-mail address (7)
. -

Letters and spelling
Listen and repeat the letters of the alphabet.
1 AJKH 50
2BCDEGPTV 6 QUW
3FLMNSXZ 7R

41Y

r

_Thestorymustbe (1) —_ words long.

“You have to put in Some Specialized words about

@)
The words are: binding, pulp, spine (3)

and (4)

The Story can be about (5)

Send your Story to LS address:

Listen and write down the post codes that you hear.

1

Ut = W

6
7
8
9
10



Listening

VOCABULARY

a

Listen and write down the Internet addresses that you hear.

L—— 6

) i
Sl 8
B e o 9
5 10

LANGUAGE POINT SlISIRERaddIesses

In the CELS Test of Listening, you may need to listen to and write down website
and e-mail addresses.

Here are some points to remember:

Addresses are written in lower case and there are no spaces between words,
Dot is written like a full stop as in e.smith.

® Atis written using this symbol @.

/ is said as forward slash, slash or stroke.

- is hyphen.

Addresses of companies usually start with www.

Addresses often end with .co or .ac or .org or .net or .com. Some addresses end
with an abbreviation for the country, for example .uk for Britain or .it for Italy.
A typical address might be: www.learnenglish@xko.co.uk

Further education
Write definitions for these words (1-4) connected with further education.

1 an undergraduate

2 to graduate
3 a degree

4 a postgraduate course

Look at Test practice task 2
What do you need to do in this task?

TEST TIP O eEHORaSkS

In these tasks you will be asked to correct errors. The errors will be facts, such as

numbers, dates, names, etc.

* Do not try to change the style of the text, for example may to can.

* There will be only one error in each line.

* While you listen, put a line through the word that is wrong and try to write the
correction. You can complete this on your second listening.

* There will always be at least one correct line.

Listen and do Test practice task 2. Then check your answers.



TEST PRACTICE TASK

W

2 University information

A friend has given you some information about courses at a local university
and a time when you can visit the university. Then you hear an
advertisement on a local radio station. You realize some of your information
is wrong.

Listen, and change any information which is not correct. Cross out any
wrong information, and write your correction in the space provided. If the
information is accurate, write CORRECT.

The first two lines have been completed for you.

OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT THE UNIVERSITY

0 Opportunity to come to Oxford Brookes University CORRECT
00 and visit the Medieat School BUSINESS

| We offer Masters, Diploma and BA courses.

2 Students can study these courses full-time.

3 There is also an executive course which takes
place at weekends.

4 For more information come to an undergraduate
open evening.

5 The open evening will be held on Monday 24 April.

6 Visitors are welcome from six o'clock to
half past eight.

7 Telephone Oxford 475824.




Listening

LANGUAGE PRACTICE  Numbers

LANGUAGE POINT SISISRNORSREIMDEES

In Parts 1 and 2 of the CELS Test of Listening you often need to write down
telephone numbers.

Here are some points to remember:

* 0 may be said oh or zero.

* Two numbers which are the same are usually said as ‘double’. For example 66
is double six. But 0o is sometimes said as hundred, for example 0ogoo = Oh
nine hundred.

People usually say the code numbers without stopping, but divide the six
numbers in a person’s number into two groups. For example 01724 755130 =
Oh one seven two four, seven double five, one three oh.

.| Practise saying these telephone numbers quickly with a partner.

1 01788 923662
2 01983 563009
3 020 8462211
4 01993 293700
5 0800 553008

@ [E1 Listen and check these telephone numbers. If the numbers are correct,
tick (v/) them. If they are wrong, correct them.
01289 702201
0800 692444
07710 671355
020 83109779
07971 297881
00 44 1869 810057
01993 771115
07974 914002
9 01223 556191
10 01648 077185

%] Look at Test practice task 3.
1 What do you need to do in this task?
2 What type of answers will you have to write?
3 Check your predictions with a partner.

oo T

In the CELS Test of Listening Parts 1 and 2, a task may contain several short
recordings, such as prog pi ions for events or

commercial advertisements.

-1 D Ul = W O =

o

10



TEST PRACTICE TASK

A ( ‘{
h\ | €
Listen and do Test practice task 3. Then check your answers.

3 Radio programmes

You are planning to listen to some programmes on the radio, but would like
some more information about them. You hear a series of programme
announcements.

Listen to the announcements and cmn])lctc the information on the Il()l(‘l)zl(l
below.

Whats on the radio
Todays programmes

7 Time of the quiz today .
2 [itle of the play this afternoon

3 Topics on Moneybox Live
4 and
5 Jelephone number for Moneybox Live

& Place discussed in Mapping the Town
Poetry weekend
7 Which day for poems by new poets

8 Number of poets reading
& [ime of Poetry Please

The lines you are given on the task sheet indicate how many answers are required.
For example, in Test practice task 3, two lines are given for the topics on Moneybox
Live, although four topics are mentioned in the announcement. Do NOT write all
four. Just write the two you are most sure about.



Listening

#-LOOKING BACK "7 Look at the tapescript for Test practice task 3. What do the following words
and phrases mean? Use clues from the context or from similarities with your
own language. If you can’t work out the meanings, can you understand the
sentence without them?

1 coveted

2 pre-nuptial

3 tamper with

4 middling

5 medieval

6 taken a shine to
7 short-listed

TEST 7IP SUaRarvocabilans

You may not know all the vocabulary in a recording, but DO NOT PANIC because
you may be able to guess the meaning of the word or phrase from the context.
Alternatively, the word may describe a detail in the text which you do not need
to know in order to understand the general sense and answer the questions
successfully.

[ Listen to these questions and write short answers.

[ R

@ N

TEST TP SSRFOCUSIng Onthequestion

Underline the important word in the question, for example time, place, title or the
question word, for example What, where, when. This helps you to focus on the
question and avoid giving the wrong answer.

7] Ask your partner five questions about what he/she did last weekend. Begin
each question with a different question word.

12



