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Diminishing Conflicts in Asia
and the Pacific

Since the publication of the Human Security Report 2005, scholars and policy-
makers have debated the causes, interpretation and implications of what the report
described as a global decline in armed conflict since the end of the Cold War.
Focusing on the Asia—Pacific region, this book analyses the causes and patterns of
this decline.

In few regions has the apparent decline in conflict been as dramatic as in
the Asia—Pacific, with annual recorded battle deaths falling in the range of 50 to
75 per cent between 1994 and 2004. Drawing on a wide range of case studies, this
book looks at internal conflicts based on the mobilization of ethnic and nationalist
grievances, which have been the most costly in human lives over the last decade.

The book identifies structures, norms, practices and techniques that have either
fuelled or moderated conflicts. As such, it is an essential read for students and
scholars of international relations, peace and conflict studies and Asian studies.

Edward Aspinall is a Professor in the Department of Political and Social Change,
Australian National University. His research focuses on comparative politics of
democratization, ethnic politics and nationalism, and he has published widely in
these areas.

Robin Jeffrey is a Visiting Research Professor in the Institute of South Asian
Studies and the Asia Research Institute at the National University of Singapore.
His research interests include Punjab, Kerala and media and communications.

Anthony J. Regan is a Fellow in the State, Society and Governance in Melanesia
Program, Australian National University. He is a constitutional lawyer who has
advised in peace processes and post-conflict constitution-making processes in a
number of countries, and written extensively on a number of those cases.
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Jathika Vimukthi Peramuna (Sri Lanka)

Karenni Army (Burma)

Karen term for ‘homeland’ (Eastern Burma)

Khyber tribesmen (irregular forces) (Pakistan)

Kachin Independence Army (Burma)

Komisi Kebenaran dan Rekonsiliasi (Truth and Reconciliation
Commission) (Timor-Leste)

Karen National Liberation Army (Burma)

Karen National Union (Burma)

Komisi Nasional Hak Asasi Manusia (National Human Rights
Commission) (Indonesia)

Komisi Penyelidik Pelanggaran HAM di Timor Timur (National
Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights Violations in East
Timor)

Holy War fighters

Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (Sri Lanka)
Liquefied Natural Gas

Line of Control (line that divides Jammu and Kashmir)

Law for the Governing of Aceh

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (Sri Lanka)

Tribal leaders (Philippines)

Muslim Attorney Center (Thailand)

School for religious education

Me’ekamui Defence Force (Bougainville)

Malaitan Eagle Force (Solomon Islands)

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (Philippines)

Mindanao Independence Movement (Philippines)

Moro National Liberation Front (Philippines)

Memorandum of Agreement on Ancestral Domain (Philippines)
Member of Parliament (Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands)
Mong Tai Army (Burma)

Muslim United Front (Kashmir)

Majelis Ulama Indonesia (Indonesian Council of Ulama)

Holy warrior; someone who engages in jihad

National Council for Building a Better Fiji

Norwegian Council of Eelam Tamils

New Democratic Army — Kachin (Burma)

National Federation Party (Fiji)

non-governmental organisation

New Mon State Party (Burma)

North-West Frontier Province (Pakistan)



XX Abbreviations and glossary

OfERR
OIC
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popularly
ISS)
PFF
PIF
PJV
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PNG
PNGDF
PNP
PNTL
PPF
PPP
PULO
RAMSI
RAW
RFMF
RPNGC
RSIP
SBY
SDL
SGBV
SGPC
Shanti Bahini
Shanty Chukti
SHP
SIAC
SICA
SLFP
SOE
SPCPD
SPO
SPSC
SSA
STF
SVT
SZOPAD
Tatmadaw
Taukei
TELO
™G

Organization for Eelam Refugee Rehabilitation

Organization of Islamic Conference

People’s Alliance for Democracy (Thailand)

Village governments (Kashmir)

Parbattya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity (Chittagong Hill
Tracts United Peoples Party)

Police Field Force (Solomon Islands)

Pacific Islands Forum

Porgera Joint Venture (Papua New Guinea)

Peace Monitoring Group

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea Defence Force

Philippines National Police

National Police of Timor-Leste

People’s Progressive Front (Burma)

Pakistan People’s Party

Pattani United Liberation Organization (Thailand)
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands
Research and Analysis Wing (India’s intelligence agency)
Republic of Fiji Military Forces

Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary

Royal Solomon Islands Police

Susilo Bambang Yudhyono (Indonesian President)
Sogosogo Duavata ni Lewenivanua (Fiji)

Sexual and gender-based violence

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (Punjab)
Peace force of JSS (Chittagong Hill Tracts)

Peace Accord (shortened form of Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord)
Southern Highlands Province (Papua New Guinea)
Solomon Islands Alliance for Change

Solomon Islands Christian Association

Sri Lanka Freedom Party

State of emergency (SHP, Papua New Guinea)
Southern Philippines Council for Peace and Development
Special Police Operations (SHP, Papua New Guinea)
Special Panel for Serious Crimes (Timor-Leste)

Shan State Army (Burma)

Swedish Tamil Forum

Soqosoqo Vakavulewa ni Taukei (Fiji)

Special Zone of Peace and Development

Myanmar military

Indigenous (Fiji)

Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization (Sri Lanka)
Truce Monitoring Group
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TPA
TRF
TRO
TSM
TUF
TULF
UDD
UDI
Ulama

UNAMET
UNDP
UNHCR
UNMISET
UNMIT
UNOMB
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UNPol
UNTAET
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UPFA
UWSA
VDP
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Tamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulighal (Sri Lanka)

Tentara Nasional Indonesia (Indonesian Military)

Tamil New Tigers (Sri Lanka)

Townsville Peace Agreement (Solomon Islands)

Tamil Relief Fund (Malaysia)

Tamil Rehabilitation Organization (Sri Lanka)

Tamil Students Movement (Sri Lanka)

Tamil United Front (Sri Lanka)

Tamil United Liberation Front (Sri Lanka)

United Democratic Front against Dictatorship (Thailand)
Unilateral Declaration of Independence (Bougainville)
Islamic scholars

United Nations

United Nations Mission in East Timor

United Nations Development Programme

UN Refugee Agency

United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor
United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste
United Nations Observer Mission Bougainville

United Nations Office in Timor-Leste

United National Party (Sri Lanka)

United Nations Police

United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor
United People’s Democratic Front (Chittagong Hill Tracts)
United People’s Freedom Alliance (Sri Lanka)

United Wa State Army (Burma)

Village Defence Parties (Bangladesh)

Wa National Army (Burma)

Wa National Organization (Burma)



