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trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened vision cleared ambition

Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through experience of

inspired, and success acrne'Ved
=sjelen Keller 7
Practical wnsdom is only to be leamed in the school of experience. i
: —Samuel Smiles

L

1.
2.
3. Allow students 10 minutes to go over the text, and then ask them some questions from

Big Bucks the Easy Way

Suggested Jle;u for Teaching

Ask students to answer the warm-up questions in the student’s book.
Say a few words as an introduction to the text. (See Introductory Remarks.)

the Text Comprehension Exercise 2 in the student’s book.

. Get students actively involved in analyzing and explaining the text. (See Information

Related to the Text.)

. Help students grasp the main idea and structure of the text. (See A Suggested Summary . )
. Help students learn in context the more frequently used words and phrases through a

variety of drilling practice (see Language Points) and by doing the related exercises in
the student’s book.
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7. Divide the class into groups to do Oral Practice in the student’s book.
8. Do a passage listening exercise or a dictation exercise in class. (See Additional Exercises.)
9. Set aside 15 - 20 minutes for the classroom reading activity, through which to lead
students to learn how to practice reading efficiently.
10. Assign a short composition as homework.

‘iggrmdudom@mark;

In the USA family background or personal influence plays a much less important role
than in many other societies. Anyone who wants to become successful has to rely mainly on
his own efforts. That’s why many American parents encourage their children to do part-
time jobs while studying in college or even in high school. This is of great benefit to the
young people not only financially but also in the development and formation of character,
for in the process of work they learn a lot of things which are impossible for them to
acquire from their school textbooks. In this story, for instance, the two college sons have
to develop management skills quickly in order to get their work done; they have to learn
cooperation, team work, efficiency and business ethics in order to meet the real world’s
deadlines. And the two youngest sons also have to learn that “you are never done with
books,” because books teach us knowledge and theories which are as important as, if not
more important than, practical experience.

Written in a humorous style, the story also tells us that for all those youngsters there is
no easy way to earn a lot of money in the United States. You have to learn quickly and
work hard before you can get your share of money.

ﬁwmmﬁm@mmmgw

B Montgomery Ward & Co. and Sears, Roebuck & Co. }‘

Montgomery Ward & Co. is a United States retail and mail-order concern. Across the
United States the company has more than 500 retail stores and 700 catalog stores. The
company was founded as a mail-order business in Chicago in 1872 by A. Montgomery
Ward, who adopted the policy “Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.” The first
retail store was established in 1926. At its height, Montgomery Ward & Co. ranked as the
second largest mail-order firm in the world, but by 2001 declining sales forced the original
retailer out of business. In late 2004, however, a new Internet and catalog-based retailer
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was established of the same name. Sears, Roebuck of Co., once the world’s largest mail-
order concern, was founded in North Redwood, Minnesota in 1886. In 1993 Sears closed
production of its general merchandise catalog because of diminishing sales and profits. It
also was once the US’ largest retailer, but its market share much decreased in the 1990s to
stores such as Wal-Mart, and in 2004 it merged with Kmart, becoming the Sears Holding
Corporation.

i 2. Minimum wage

The minimum wage is the smallest amount of money per hour that an employer may
legally pay a worker. It is fixed by law, agreement, or other means. In the U.S., the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938, popularly known as the Federal Wage and Hour Law,
established a minimum wage of 25 cents an hour. The minimum wage has since been
increased by amendments to the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1949, 1955, 1961, 1966,
1974, 1977, and 1991. The 1977 amendment raised the minimum wage in stages from
$2.65 an hour in 1978 to $3.35 an hour by 198t. By 1991, the federal minimum wage
reached $4.25 an hour. And by Sept. 1997, it had reached $5.15. Bill Clinton, during his
presidency, gave states the power to set their own minimum wages. By 2004, 12 states’
minimum wage was above the federal level. In Jan. 2007 New York state’s becomes $7.15.
Some counties and cities determine their own rates. Santa Fe, New Mexico, for instance,
has the highest minimum wage in the nation. Presently $9.50/hr, it’s planned to increase
to $10.50 in 2008.

1. leisurely, lucrative work: work that brings in a lot of money and can be done with ease
leisurely: (moving, acting, or done) without haste
Examples:
— When he lived in the country, he used to take a leisurely walk in the woods before

supper .
— My father does everything in a leisurely manner.

2. pain: cause physical pain or mental suffering to
Examples:
— It pained the mother to watch her son suffering.
— It pains me to think of you struggling all alone.
— Does your knee still pain you on damp days?
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9.

10.

11.

12.

. “Super!” she snapped, “Just super! ...

. delivery: the act of delivering (letters, goods, etc.)

Examples:
— This department store makes prompt delivery.
— Postmen are responsible for the delivery of letters to our houses.

... I was comfortably settled in a hotel room ...: ... T was comfortably at rest in a hotel
room ...

settle: place in a comfortable position; arrange to stay or rest in a certain place
Examples: '

— The baby was comfortably settled in his cradle .

— After lunch, the old man settled himself comfortably in his armchair for a nap.

. ... how my day had gone: ... if I had had a good day

. inquire: ask

Examples:
~~ I inquired (of him) what he wanted / whether he wanted any help .
— He inquired about the times of flights to Beijing.

The verb “snapped” makes it clear that she was saying this in a sarcastic tone. As a
matter of fact, her day was just awful.

. Another truck just pulled up out front.: Another truck just stopped outside in front of

our house.

pull up: come to a stop; bring to a stop

Examples: .

— Bob was walking along the street when suddenly a car pulled up beside him .
~— The driver pulled up Chis car) at our door .

... it will be four thousand of something: ... it will be four thousand advertising inserts
for some other department store or company

Since you are responsible ...: Since you have asked them to do this delivery work ...

The company had promised ...
Here, the company refers to the newspaper company that couldn’t produce its paper
because of the strike.

{a) piece of cake: a colloquial phrase meaning “something that can be done or obtained
very easily”

The phrase may have come from a comparison between the easiness of doing something
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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and the pleasure of eating a good piece of cake.
Examples:
— The English test yesterday was a piece of cake. Most of us finished it in less than an
hour.
- This job is anything but a piece of cake.

echo: repeat (the words, feelings, etc. of sb.)

Examples:

— The little boy echoes everything his brother says .

— “The story is really very interesting ,” said Tom. “Yes, isn’t it?” echoed Jack .

inform: tell; give information to

Examples: v

— Have you informed the company of your wish to leave it (Or: that you wish to leave
it)?

— I’'m afraid you were wrongly informed about the matter.
“Just tell the boys to get busy,”...: “Just tell them to start working,”...

Some are whole magazine sections.: Some ad inserts are as thick as a whole magazine
section, that is, 16 or 32 pages.

Here the word “section” means a sheet of paper which is folded after printing to form
16, 32, or 64 pages of a book or magazine.

cram: force or press into a small space; crowd

Examples:

— He crammed all his clothes into the bag.

— It’s dangerous for so many people to be crammed into a bus.

stack: an orderly pile

Examples:

— In Prof. Wang’s study you can find stacks of books on the floor.
— The whole stack fell over and half the plates were broken .

... take one each of the eleven inserts: ... take one copy of each of the eleven inserts

takeout restaurant: a restaurant where you can buy food to be eaten away from it. The
food to be taken out is usually put in a plastic bag or a paper bag.

... as if working its way out of the range of the human ear: ... as if Cher voice were)
rising to so high a pitch that it could no longer be heard by the human ear
According to acoustics (the branch of physics that studies sound), the human ear can
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22.

23.

25.

26.

27.

only hear sounds with frequencies between 16 ¢ps (cycles per second) and 20,000 cps.
range: limits within which sth. varies

Examples:

— The singer’s voice covers an extraordinary range of pitch .

Jim has a wide range of interests.

... she asked sweetly.

The wife was greatly disturbed by what was going on at home and she was angry with
her husband for the suggestion he had made to his sons. But she sounded sweet to
disarm him before she dumped her anger on him.

marvel(l)ous: wonderful
Examples:
—— The little girl has a good imagination ; she can make up marvellous stories.

- Tom Cruise is certainly a marvellous actor .

. ... but knew better by now than to say so: ... but was smart enough to know that he

shouldn’t speak the truth

The husband was well awarc of his wife’s anger but he didn’t want to make her even
angrier by telling her he was enjoying himself far away from home, while she was
suffering.

know better than to: be wise or well-trained enough not to

Examples:

— You should know better than to play football in the classroom!

— You should have known better than to make friends with such a mean person .

sour: having a sharp taste like that of vinegar or an unripe apple

Examples;

-— The milk has gone sour . ]

—- After failing several times to reach the grapes, the fox went away . saying to himself:
“The grapes are probably sour anyway.”

In the language of diplomacy, there is ‘movement.’: As diplomats say, there is “movement”

(i.e., some progress or advance).

They’ve been at it for hours.: They’ve been doing it (or busy at it) for many hours.

at: engaged in, busy over

Examples:

~— He’s been working at that puzzle for days!

— Dr. Li is at breakfast. Will you please wait until he has finished?
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... but all this hasn’t made a dent, not a dent, in the situation!: ... but all this hasn’t
made the slightest change or improvement in the situation!

The word “dent” means “a hollow in a (hard) surface made by a blow or pressure.”
Examples:

— The touch of his finger made a dent in my swollen face .

~ The accident left a dent in his new car.

2 4

It can also be used figuratively to mean “progress,” “a first step toward success,” esp.
in the phrase “make a dent in.”

Examples:

~— It’s already 6 o’clock and we haven’t made a dent in this pile of work .

— Peter studied all evening , but hardly made a dent in his homework .

It’s almost as if the inserts keep reproducing themselves!: It seems that instead of being
reduced, the amount of inserts is increasing all the time!

one does not get the best out of employees by ...: ... one does not get the greatest
possible amount of work out of his employees by ...

harm: injury or damage

Examples: '

— A lot of harm was done to his reputation by the rumors.

— There’s no harm in your staying up late occasionally; but staying up late every

night — that’s quite another story.

Obtaining an audience with son No.1: Getting a chance to talk to my oldest son

The author is being humorous in writing so formally, for “audience” means “a formal
meeting between somebody powerful and somebody less important,” “a formal
interview with a person of high rank.”

Example:

—- The American reporter requested an audience with the Pope/Queen /King/ President .
The use of the word “obtaining” may suggest that his oldest son (son No. 1) was
reluctant to talk on the phone.

And “No. 1” meaning “the chief person in an organization” may be used here to imply
that the oldest son is the most important person in the delivery business, and in the
household, for the time being.

“I’'ll kill you if ...”: An informal and figurative way of saying: “I’ll be incredibly angry

with you if ...”

cut into: reduce, decrease




